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ENERGY ECONOMICS BARBADOS 


OIL PRODUCTION RISING; OFFSHORE PROSPECTS IMPROVING 
Semi-Annual Figures 
Bridgetown THE NATION in English 12 Aug 81 p 24 


[Text] Local oil production for the first six months of this year surpassed the 
110,000 barrel mark, 


This is the word from the Ministry of Trade which yesterday said that May had been 
the best month for production when there were 20,253 barrels of oil drilled. 


The actual oil production figure for the period January to June of this year was 


112,966 barrels. A breakdown of these figures reveals that the monthly average 
is about 18,000 barrels. 


The year started out with 19,362 barrels being produced in January. In February 
18,408 barrels were produced and 18,537 in March. Production for April was 

an amount of 18,088 barrels, while in June it was 18,318 barrels. The May 
figure has been previously mentioned. 


Last year, production for the ten-month period from January to October was an 


amount of 260,703 barrels, and indications are that this figure will be passed 
this year. 


But plans for the off-shore drilling of oil still seem distant with the ministry 


stating that the deep waters off the coast could be an inhibiting factor in such 
exploration. 


Figures from the Central Bank of Barbados show that there had been a 3/7 percent 


decrease in oil production for the first quarter of this year as compared with the 
same period last year, 


Natural gas produced in association with the crude was an amount of 172,130 cubic 
feet for this same six-month period. The month of highest production was June when, 
30,741 cubic feet were piped. 

















French Survey 
Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 12 Aug 81 p 1 


[Text] The possibility of oil and gas deposits being located offshore Barbados 
continues to increase. 


A recent survey by a group of French organisations on an area known as the Barbados 
ridge confirmed earlier studies carried out by the Barbados Government through 
seismic surveys which put the possibilities of gas and oil off Barbados as good. 


Reliable sources said yesterday that while the survey was largely of academic 
interest to the French, it further highlighted the excellent possibilities of 
Barbados benefitting from oil and gas finds within its economic Zone. 


The sources explained that through surveys such as the recently concluded one, 
the geology of the area concerned could be better understood thereby enabling 
predictions of where oil and gas could be found and in what manner. 


The Barbados Government is presently interested in exploring all possibilities 
of oil and gas finds both onshore and offshore Barbados. 


To this end, a Government representative was among the team which conducted the 
last survey carried out on the Barbados ridge. 


The group of French organisations involved in the survey included the French 
Institute of Petroleum, the French 011 Company and a number of universities. 


The major reason for conducting the survey on the seabed outside Barbados was 
to attempt to unravel some of the geological problems associated with the 
theory of platetechtonics and the seafloor spreading. 


Barbados is located at one of the edges of these plates and over a number of years, 
seismic surveys have been conducted across this area known as the Barbados ridge 
at various points. 


These surveys have also been conducted off the southern Caribbean and east of the 
island arc. 


The instrument used by the French in their survey which forms part of an ongoing 
study is called the seabeam. 


The entire project which involves the mapping of the seabed is carried out in 
certain areas of the world which are of special interest to the French. 


The source was yesterday unable to say where the Barbados Government would go from 
here in its ongoing search for oil and gas within its boundaries but noted that 

confirmation of excellent energy possibilities such as those discovered during the 
French expedition, was of great value. 


CSO: 3025/205 














ENERGY ECONOMICS GUYANA 


BRIEFS 


BULK OIL DEPOT--Businessmen and miners at Kamarang have welcomed the re-estab- 
lishment of the Guyoil Bulk Depot in the Kamarang community. They have estimated 
that with the re-establishment of the depot they will be able to save as much as 
$150 on a drum of fuel in the area. Previously they were forced to charter planes 
in order to get fuel into the area. Kamarang, being a mining area, depends heavily 
on fuel which is used for the operation of dredges which bring up the minerals 
from river beds. It has reaccepted responsibility for the depot from the Upper 
Mazaruni Development Authority. It was officially handed over some time in 
February and has since been rehabilitated to meet the needs of the people in the 
area. A small staff was also trained during the initial period after the taking 
over in order to help effect a high standard of service in the area. Guyoil now 
sells gasolene, kerosene, dieselene, and lubricating oil. [Text] [Georgetown 
GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 5 Aug 81 p 3] 


CSO: 3025/205 














BIERCY ECON.MICS JAMAICA 


BRIEFS 


OIL EXPLORATION--Kingston, Jamaica, Friday (CANA)--On and offshore oil exploration 
is to begin here early in November, Jamaica's Prime Minister Edward Seaga announced 
here yesterday. Seaga told reporters that the on-shore exploration would start 

in the first week of the month, with the drilling being undertaken by the state- 
owned firm, the Petroleum Corporation (PETROJA), assisted by the Canadian state- 
owned firm, Petro-Canada. Three wells will be sunk, near St. Anns Bay, on the 
North coast, Machoniel in the east and Savanna-La-Mar in the south west. The 

Prime Minister said that the exploration was being funded by a US$19-million loan 
from the Inter-American Development Bank (IADB) with local counterpart funding 
being provided by Jamaica. Off-shore drilling, he would, [as printed] begin in 
the second week of the month on the Pedro Bank, about 50 miles of Jamaica's south 
coast. Jamaica owns a number of cays on the Pedro Banks. The off-shore drilling 
will be carried out by the consortium of the Italian state-firm, Agip, and the 
American concern, Union Texas. Earlier this year, Mr. Seaga had announced that the 
late 1981 drilling date target would not have been met because of a shortage of 
drilling rigs. [Text] [Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 15 Aug 81 p 3] 


Cso: 3025/205 














COUNTRY SECTION TNT ER-/MERICAN AFFAIRS 


COLOMBIAN MINISTER IN ROSEAU COMMENTS ON GUYANA BORDER 
Bridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE-NEWS ‘in English 16 Aug 81 p 3 


[Text] Roseau, Dominica, Saturday (CANA)--Colombia has called for a peaceful 
solution to the Guyana-Venezuela territorial dispute. 


"We hope that the difference between Venezuela and Guyana could be settled by 
a peaceful way," the Colombj.an Foreign Minister, Dr. Carlos Lemos Simmonds, 
told reporters. 


Venezuela has a claim to five-eighths of Guyana, territory west of the Essequibo 
River. Guyana has rejected the clai~ 


"We consider that through the mechanism of international law problems are more 
easily worked out, rather than having to refer to other ways that we find un- 
desirable," the Colombian Minister said. 


He told a Press conference: "Colombia has aiways maintained a tradition of being 
a country very respectful of international law.... 


"Colombia has maintained a position that disputes between countries should not 
be workea out by force, but rather by the ways of the law." 


The Minister was part of a Colombian team that left here yesterday after talks 
with the Dominica Government and after signing a technological and scientific 
agreement. 


The Foreign Minister also expressed support for Belize's move to independence 
from Britain later this year. He said that Colombia was planning to establish 
diplomatic relations with a post-independent Belize. 


The Colombian Minister also urged Caribbean Governments to ensure that the region 
remain a zone of peace, and not become a "new theatre" for the cold war between 
the superpowers. 


He said: "We have no doubt that the Caribbean could easily become a new theatre 
for the cold war. 


"I believe it is a common risk for all our countries and we must try and avoid 
this." 


CsO: 3025/206 











COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


EEC SUGAR PRICE STAND IMPERILS REGION'S INDUSTRY 
Impasse on Increase 
Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 6 Aug 81 p 1 


[Text] The European Economic Community's (EEC) refusal to offer Third Worid 
sugar producers more than a 7.5 per cent increase in their sugar sales will 
place additional financial pressures on the local sugar industry already plagued 
by a number of problems. 


Earlier this week the African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) states which include 
Barbados, rejected as inadequate the EEC's latest offer of a 7.5 per cent in- 
crease for their sugar exports to the Community. 


The 1981-82 prices were scheduled to rise on July 1 when the EEC's own producers 
got a 7.5 per cent increase for raw sugar and an 8.5 per cent rise for refined 
sugar. 


Sugar officials in Barbados have not disclosed the original price paid for local 
sugar shipments on the EEC market. 


But director of the Barbados Sugar Producers Association (BSPA) Mr Neville 
Osbourne said if the ACP producers accepted the 7.5 per cent offer, the one 
per cent differential price would mean that Barbados could lose about & 2.22 on 
every tonne of sugar sold to the EEC. 


Barbados has a guaranteed quota of 53,000 tonnes on the EEC market, and the 
losses could be more than Bds$423 000. 


The 60 ACP states are linked to the EEC under the Lome trade, aid and co- 
operation agreement. 


The ACP states have said that because of mounting costs they could not afford 
to accept the lower figure even for one year, and they have written the EEC 
Governments urging them to increase the offer when Farm Ministers meet next 
month. 


If they do not, the ACP states may demand a special meeting of their joint Min- 
isterial Council with the EEC to resolve the issue which has threatened to 
plunge the Barbados sugar industry further into the red. 





Already the Barbados Central Bank has predicted that a late start to this year's 
crop still in progress, unseasonally wet weather, a shortage of labourers and 
cane fires have dealt a severe blow to the industry. 


The bank has so far put the losses to date at around Bds$25 million. 


In the meantime the main consumers for ACP sugar, Britain's Tate and Lyle 
Limited has agreed to pay the full 8.5 per cent increase. 


St John Accusation 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 8 Aug 81 p 1 


[Text] Bridgetown, Barbados, Aug. 7 (CANA): Barbados today accused the 
European Economic Community (EEC) of using strong arm tactics with Third World 
countries from which it buys sugar. 


The EEC was apparently not interested in negotiating sugar prices, but in forc- 
ing exporters to "take it (the price) or leave it," Barbados Trade Ministers 
Bernard St John said. 


"About two years ago we (exporters) noticed there was a tendency...for us to be 
placed in a position where the European Community negotiator said he had a man- 
date to offer us x per cent.." St John told reporters. 


"This year, I believe, the presentation by the representative of the European 
Economic Community was shorter and more abrupt than in the past." 


St John met newsmen this afternoon to brief them on the stalemated sugar price 
negotiations between the EEC and the Africa, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) export- 
ing countries. 


The ACP countries have called for an 8.5 per cent increase in the price which 
the European Community offers for raw sugar imports. The European Community 
has refused to budge from its offer of a 7.5 per cent increase. 


An 8.5 per cent increase, however, is what the EEC is offering its refined 
sugar suppliers. 


St John told reporters it was the first time there was a difference in the 
increases for raw and refined sugar. No "good reason" had been advanced for 
the price discrimination, he said. Britain appeared to be the main backer of 
the price difference, indicating it was necessary to give its refiners some 
advantage in the market, St John told the press. 


A 7.5 per cent increase would push the EEC payment for a metric ton of ACP 
sugar to 358.80 European Units of Account (EUA)--one EUA amounting to approxi- 
mately 2.25 U.S. dollars. 


Barbados has a guaranteed EEC market for 49,300 tons of sugar this year. Like 
other Caribbean countries, it found the price increase unacceptable because 
freight rates were "increasing at a very fast rate," taking a deep bite into 
ACP real sugar revenue and because the pound sterling was in a weaker position, 
he said. 











St Kitts-Nevis Bonus Issue 
Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 6 Aug 81 p 8 


[Text] Basseterre, St. Kitts (CANA)--The payment of an end-of-crop bonus to 
St Kitts-Nevis sugar workers is in doubt, according to the pro-government 
DEMOCRAT newspaper. 


But the opposition controlled Labour union is already asking when the bonus 
will be paid. The crop ended last Wednesday, several weeks late. 


Although all available cane has been harvested and an excess of 32 000 tons of 
sugar have been processed, "the more-publicised target of ending the crop by 
July 4 was not attained," according to the DEMOCRAT. 


The weekly newspaper, which reflects government views blames this on "the 
opposition's misguided strategy of discouraging workers after the Easter 
weekend." 


"But more disheartening than this" the Democrat states, "it has meant that the 
five per cent end of crop bonus prerequisite has not been met." 


The labour spokesman, organ of the Opposition Labour Party stated that the 
St Kitts Trades and Labour Union has taken up the matter with the National 
Agricultural Corporation and the St Kitts sugar Manufacturing Corporation. 
The labour spokesman said that "according to the agreement between Michael 
Powell (Minister of Agriculture), the St Kitts Sugar Manufacturing Corpora- 
tion, the National Agricultural Corporation anu the union before the start of 
the crop, five per cent end-of-crop bonus calculated on wages paid during the 
1981 crop is to be paid to all sugar workers at the end of July 1981." 

Caroni Export Increase 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 6 Aug 81 p 4 


[Excerpt] State-owned Caroni (1975) Limited has exported 65,730 tons of sugar 
to the _uropean economic community under the terms of the Lome Convention. 


Last year the company sold 62,660 tons to the same area. 
Meanwhile the company is getting all set to start its 1982 harvesting in January. 


However, start of the crop will depend on how soon the current wage negotiations 
with All Trinidad Sugar and General Workers Trade Union will conclude. 

















Barbados 'Fiasco' 
Bridgetown THE NATION in English 4 Aug 81 p 4 


[Text] Some may consider it a trite thing to say that the celebrations marking 
the "end" of the crop season, were almost as interminable as the crop itself. 
But the facts remain that the one went on and on boringly until the wee hours 
of yesterday morning, while the other will have to be abruptly terminated some 
time this month with many tonnes of canes left unreaped. 


Pic-o-de-Crop, therefore, seems to be a celebration of disaster. But, to pre- 
vent a recurrence of the disaster that was 1981, it might do well for all the 
parties concerned to consider what role they played in the fiasco, which might 
have led to economic ruin for our tiny island. 


It is inconceivable that a dispute by telephone workers should disrupt the com- 
mencement of such an urgent business as the sugar crop; but this is what 
actually occurred. 


Barbados had received an unexpected windfall of $41 million from the 1980 sea- 
son; and it was disputed what share of this should go to the workers. The 
Barbados Workers’ Union wanted $15 million, and the Sugar Producers were 
offering approximately $8 million. 


It was not until the end of February that a compromise figure of $10 million 
was reached, and only after intervention of the Prime Minister. 


However, since the $41 million was already in the bank, it might have done the 
workers some good to start to work, on the understanding that they would get 
their money anyhow. 


Perhaps the time has come to make interest payable on wages and bonuses due, 


so that the workers may feel justified in starting work while there is a 
dispute. 


CSO: 3025/195 








COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


PLEA TO JOURNALISTS--A call has been made for regular journalists to come 
together in strong organisation. The call was made by Mr Dennis Seon, News 
Editor of "ZDK" in Antigua as he addressed participants at a one-week seminar 
for past Communicarib students at Codrington College, St John. Mr Seon said 
that journalists in the region were coming under increasing political pressure 
and one of the ways to combat this, was by forming such an organisation. He 
said it was disheartening to see that media persons who wielded so much influ- 
ence were not organised, when farmers and all other workers were well represented 
in unions and other organisations. The conference, which is being sponsored 
jointly by the Canadian High Commission and the Canadian University Services 
Overseas (CUSO), is being attended by representatives from Antigua, Dominica, 
Grenada, St Kitts and St Lucia. Vice-Principal of Codrington College, Canon 
Harry Sawyer, who welcomed the students, said that unlike other academics, 
journalists do not have academic freedom. He said that one of the problems 

in journalism is that journalists frequently do not have a clear analysis of 
who they are communicating with, and so make it difficult for their work to be 
understood. He said that the "Caribbean Link" which groups young journalists 
from throughout the region could be the beginning of establishing better under- 
standing and development in the media. [Text] [Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in 
English 31 Jul 81 p 6] 


DOMINICA OECS RATIFICATION--Castries, St Lucia, Saturday, (CANA)--Dominica on 
Thursday legally became the third member of the Organisation of East Caribbean 
States (OECS). The St Lucia Ministry of Foreign Affairs announced that Dominica 
had deposited its instrument of ratifcation of the OECS. Grenada and St Lucia 
are the other two members. St Lucia became the depository power for the organi- 
sation as a result of a decision taken in 1979. The other independent member 
in the former West Indies Associated States (WISA) grouping St Vincent, is due 
to ratify the treaty and become a member early next month, it has been reported. 
Once this is done it is expected that a meeting of the authority of the OECS 
will be convened to formerly admit the three nonindependent countries into the 
new organisation. These countries--Antigua, St Kitts-Nevis and Montserrat-- 
have already signed the Treaty of Basseterre which is the legal charter of the 
organisation. In addition to completing the membership of the organisation the 
first meeting is expected to settle a number of establishment matters relating 
to the organisation. [Text] [Bridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 

2 Aug 81 p 3] 
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COUNTRY SECTION BAHAMAS 


ANOTHER SDP OFFICIAL RESIGNS, JOINS OPPOSITION FNM 
Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 31 Jul 81 pp 1, 12 


[Text] Another member of the official opposition Social Democratic Party's Action 
Committee, Peter Knowles, has resigned from the party accusing it of being in "a 
state of confusion.” 


Mr Knowles, who barely two months ago was one of the latest five named to the 
SDP Action Committee, is applying for membership in the minority opposition Free 
National Movement. 


In an FNM press statement, Mr Knowles said that his move, which follows several 
previous resignations from the SDP by members who have since joined the FNM, was 
made for several reasons. 


"First of all he gathered from talking with the leaders of the SDP that they were 
not really interested in an amalgamation of the opposition forces and that their 
public pronouncements about the need for unity were somewhat insincere," the 
statement said. 


It said that some of the SDP leaders have said they would not participate ina 
merger with the FNM. 


According to the FNM statement, Mr Knowles said that the SDP was in a state of 
confusion and he thought the party "could only confuse and divide opposition 
supporters in the country at a time when unity was so necessary to defeat the PLP." 


He also said the SDP could not attract and keep enough credible people to be an 
acceptable national party. 


"Furthermore, Mr Knowles said, "I found that racial prejudice is still very much in 
evidence among some of the top people in the organization. 


"Tl believe the FNM under the leadership of Mr Kendal Isaacs is now gaining momentum 
in the country and is the only party which can defeat the PLP," Mr Knowles added. 


Mr Knowles said he would be "proud and happy" to serve under Mr Isaacs" leadership 


in any capacity he is needed, and advised the remaining members of the SDP to 
disband and throw their support behind Mr Isaacs and the FNM. 
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A travel agency tour director, Mr Knowles, 28, was named to the SDP Action 
Committee on June 1 along with four others. This brought to 20 the number of 
the 50-man committee named by the party. 


Mr Knowles, a water sports enthusiast, married and the father of two children, 
was educated at St. Thomas More School, Aquinas College, Nassau, and St Leo's 
College, Florida. 


The last person to leave the SDP to join the FNM was Philip Forbes, who was named 
to the SDP Action Committee along with Mr Knowles. Mr Forbes resigned early this 
month. 


Also leaving the SDP this year to join the FNM were lawyer Elliott Lockhard, 
Mr Fred Ramsey, Mr Michael Brown, Mr A Leon McKinney and Mr Beauford Cox. 
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COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS 


EDITORIAL COMMENTS ON U.S. COMMITMENT TO CARIBBEAN 
Bridgetown THE NATION in English 11 Aug 81 p 4 
[Fditorial: "America's Commitment") 


[Text] In recent years, efforts have been made on political, economic and cultural 
levels to improve relations in the Western Hemisphere and in particular to bring 
the mainland of the United States closer to these islands of the Caribbean. 


For historical and geographical reasons, these efforts cannot be faulted. 


In particular, we have seen the annual i ‘mi Conference of the Caribbean held at 
year-end and used as the main platform f.vm which initiatives are taken by 
leaders in the political and business sectors. 


No one in these parts is in any doubt that political considerations are part of the 
underlying reasons why interest is shown in us by our friends to the immediate 
north. If it were otherwise we would frankly be vary amazed and not a little 
disappointed. 


Investment and trade in the short term are crucial to developing strong and inde~ 
pendent economies in the long term, and both complexions of recent Washington 
administrations clearly recognise the wisdom of this policy and also honour its 
careful implementation. 


Therefore, the announcement on August 5, of the creation of the "American Society" 
is a step by the United States authorities to further strengthen ties with this area. 


David Rockefeller, American businessman and chairman of the new organisation, said 
that its establishment was proof of the commitment of the private sector in the 
United States to the entire hemisphere. He added that it was their intention to 
emphasise that the relationship was not exclusively economic, but was based on 
similar political aspirations and promoted cultural diversity. 


There is little doubt that there is room for more dialogue at all levels so that 
better understanding of each other's attitude and respect for each other's decisions 
can be facilitated. 


The next stage is implementation. 


CSO: 3025/206 
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COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS 


EDITORIAL QUESTIONS TANNIS CHARGES OF ST VINCENT COUP 
Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 8 Aug 81 p 4 
[Editorial: "Coup Plot Alarm in St. Vincent ] 


[Text] St. Vincent's Acting Prime Minister, Mr. Hudson Tannis, may well find that 
instead of alerting his estimated 100,000 countrymen about attempts of a coup, he 
might instead have only raised their skepticism. 


Last Tuesday night Mr. Tannis broadcast to the Vincentians telling them that five 

people had been approached to take part in a coup, but that these five Vincentians 
had declined. He also went on to warn that any attempt to topple the St. Vincent 

Government would be met with "appropriate action." 


So far Mr. Tannis has not identified the five people involved nor have any arrests 
been made. In matters such as these, if no rigorous action is intended, it is 
far better to allow the alleged incident to pass. 


For a start, it is seldom anticipated that a Government in power will be magnanimous 
towards those whom it knows are taking positive steps to topple it. 


Secondly, if because of a lack of evidence a Government finds it impossible to 

take action against those who allegedly would want to stage a coup, then it 

serves little purpose to raise an alarm when it is known that no one can be brought 
to justice. 


We have no reason to doubt that quite a number of Governments from time to time are 
put on the alert about those who within their very borders might be suspected of 
illegal scheming to seize power. But these matters will be handled directly as 
security matters, and if in the opiuion of the security forces there is not enough 
evidence for the suspects to be seized, then nothing is heard of it. 


The charge Mr Tannis has made is a most serious one, and it is not one that should 
be made without good grounds. It also follows that if there are good grounds, 
then the due process of the law should apply and the matter not left hanging. Not 
to do so must create doubts in people's minds. It is exactly this that the Leader 
of the Progressive Wing of the People's Party, Mr Egerton Richards, has seized 
upon. 


1h 








He has referred to Mr. Tannis' terms about an attempted coup in the country as a 
colossal fabrication, and he has gone all out to discourage any credibility 
attached to what Mr. Tannis has said. He has placed the ball in Mr. Tannis court, 
to give more details about the alleged coup. 


What is involved is not something that can pass with the naming of names, and the 
producing of details now that Mr. Richards has had his say. 


It is indeed a strange situation. It is also baffling under the circumstances that 
people suspected of planning a coup would still be allowed to roam up and down the 
country--an assumption which is in order, since no arrest has been made. 


Furthermore, if strong evidence was not forthcoming earlier, it is doubtful that 
if mischief was afoot, that the would-be perpetrators would not have themselves 
been alerted that their schemes were known, and so would be less likely now to 
continue to embarrass themselves. 


We would hate to believe that Mr. Tannis jumped the gun, but if we are to take 
what he has said seriously, that is exactly what he might have only succeeded in 
doing. 


CSO: 3025/206 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


BARBADOS 


EDITORIAL SCORES GRENADA FOR PRESS-SCARE PARANOIA 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 4 Aug 81 p 4 


{[Editorial: 


{Text ] 


The People’s Revolutionary Government (PRG) of 
Grenada in one of its latest statements continues 
along the now familiar pattern of seeing the ma jority 
of the Press in the English-speaking Caribbean as 
opposed to ‘‘the revolution’’.. In fact, the PRG is 
carrying on in a manner that gives the impression 
that there is a conspiracy on the paft of the to 
“turn back the Grenada Revolution.” 

The problem with the PRG is that its lea have 
become so paranoid that fair criticism can no longer 
be regarded as such by them but has to be im 
terpreted as being in the ulterior motive of 
“turning back the revolution.” We have reached the 
ey beg ay any comment, not regarded by the PRG 
as bei g in their best interest, is interpreted also as 
being inspired by the “imperialists,” — meaning of 
course the United States. 

The PRG is not p to indulge in any self 
examination. Its high-handed action in dealing with 
a number of matters are to be accepted as 
being in the interest of the revolution even when there 
is no regard for human rights. It is a stra e line of 
argument from a group that went up and n the 
Caribbean during the days of the Gairy regime, 
whipping up sympathy because of the very treat- 
ment al they, y —— are wet meting out to 
those t regard as their opponents. 

The PRG has been trying to make a dirty word of 
“imperialism,” without realising that it is only 
succeeding in tarnishing the image of what “the 
revolution” is all about. The problem of the PRG is 
that it has fallen into the trap of ‘attaching labels to 
all those whom it seeks to hold up to ridicule. It is a 
stupid strategy that fails to do justice to the in- 
telligence we would have hoped the leadership would 
have displayed. 

Because of this, we find that a meeting of editors 
from the English-speaking Caribbean in Washington 
last month is regarded by the PG as involving “the 
most reactionary and conservative newspapers’’ in 


CSO: 3025/196 


_ forgive-them-for-they-know-not-what-they-do. 


"Grenada's PRG True to Form”] 


the region. “Added to that, the PRG talks of the 
session being called by the United States State 
Department. A lie. But here again the idea is to 
brand and discredit; so who cares about truth. 

To crown it all we were told that the United States 
promised the newspapers assistance in return for 
Yo -W Grenada. That takes the cake. 

It is fantastic to i such statements can 
emanate from a group that obviously desires to be 
taken seriously. 

But then y is nothing new to the PRG. 
They have.been dishonest to their own people in that 
promises made at the start of ‘‘the revolution” have . 
to this day not been kept. 

-The latest attack on the Press by the PRG came as 
a result of a call by one of the newspapers for the 
Caribbean Community Governments to isolate the 
PRG. As we see it, thi isolation is going to come 
about without the Caricom Governments taking any 
deliberate action to do so.. How the-PRG has been - 

on it will in due course isolate itself.. The 
PRG cannot hope, for example, to be abusive of a 
number of the Caricom Government leaders and still 
these leaders to react as if nothing has been 

said or no insults hurled. 

By the same token the stage could well be reached 
when much of the English-speaking Press might well 
Jecide to put a blanket on news coming out of 
Grenada because of the lies the PRG is prepared to 
Tumpet in an effort to hold up others to ridicule. It 
will make very little difference to the image of the 
Press as matters stand, at least where the PRG is 


zoncerned. ; 

The PRG has already taken steps to undermine 
any semblance of a free Press inGrenada. Yet it has 
the temerity to issue statements urging Grenadians 
“to jearn more about genuine Press freedom and 

ganda destabilisation.”’ This is not a case od 

e 

PRG knows only too well what is trying to do. But it 
is all madness. 


_— 
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COUNTR © SECTION BARBADOS 


BRIEFS 


INDEPENDENT SENATORS--Governor-General Sir Deighton Ward, acting in his discre- 
tion, has appointed seven people to be Senators for the Parliamentary Session 
1981-86, three of whom have served during the last term. The four new faces 
among the Independent Senators are: Mr Alfred Wendell Audley McClean, Lecturer 
in Economics at the Cave Hill Campus of the University of the West Indies. 

Mrs Gwendolyn Gertrude Reader, journalist and member of the Child Care Board. 
Mr Clarence David Seale, a businessman and president of the Barbados Develop- 
ment Bank. The Rev Canon Ivor McKinley Jones, an anglican priest. Mr John 
Clemensford Wilsden Wickham, Mr Colin Ian Estwick Deane and Mrs Enid May Lynch, 
are those who served in the last term. [Excerpt] [Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS 

in English 9 Jul 81 p 1] 


PROTECTIONISM ISSUE--Bridgetown, Barbados, Aug 5 (CANA}-Recent allegations by 
Barbados' Trade Minister, Bernard St John, about a trend towards protectionism 

on the world markets, especially by the richer countries, could not be easily 
dismissed, the ADVOCATE-NEWS newspaper said today. The paper indicated that 
Barbados and cther Caribbean territories would sooner or later feel the pinch 

of what it called "this new international monster, as they were currently in 

the process of finding more export markets to assist their economic growth and 

in the creation of jobs. It should be getting home to all by now that Carib- 
bean countries cannot survive competition on the world markets as individual 
states because they lack the resources to plan the required effective strategies." 
Mr St John had suggested that the best approach to the problem could be a region- 
al one, and that an efficient and highly organised private sector could help 

plan marketing strategies. The Trade Minister lauded the Barbados-based Carib- 
bean Association of Industry and Commerce (CAIC) for what he termed its posi- 
tive contribution to regional trade. [Text] [Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in 
English 8 Aug 81 p 3] 
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COUNTRY SECTION BELIZE 


PRICE SEEKS HELP AGAINST GUATEMALA 
PA220440 Tegucigalpa TIEMPO in Spanish 8 Aug 81 p 2 


[Text] In his brief visit to Honduras, Belizean Premier George Price asked for 
help from the government of Gen Policarpo Paz Garcia to stop a possible Guatemalan 
invasion after that British colony obtains its independence. 


Price arrived in Tegucigalpa on Thursday and in the afternoon he formalized his 
petition to President Paz Garcia, with whom he mt briefly in the presence of 
Foreign Minister Cesar Elvir Sierra. 


Three of the main topics of the conversation were: The independence of the British 
colony on 21 September, the fear of 2a invasion from Guatemala, and the terri- 
torial status of Zapoti?los Cays. 


Price invited a Honduran delegatica to attend the Belizean celebration, which 
will be a significeut event because it represents the independence of the last 
colony in Central America. 


However, the main concern of the Belizean premier was the fear that Romeo Lucas 
Garcia might order an invasion to reclaim the alleged territorial rights of 
Guatemala. 


For this reason, he asked for defense support from the government of Paz Garcia, 
who found himself in a very delicate position, since Guatemala and Belize both 
claim ownership to the Zapotillos Cays, which is an ineular territory also claimed 
by Honduras. 


In addition, the close relations between Paz Garcia and Lucas Garcia stand in the 
middle, despite the fact that there are currently serious problems in the trade 
exchange between the two countries. 


Price left practically as he came, without taking any categorical answers to his 
request to protect Belize's integrity. 


CSO: 3010/1734 
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COUNTRY SECTION BERMUDA 


LABOR PARTY CALLS FOR PROBE OF STRIKE 
Commission of Inquiry Requested 
Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 3 Aug 81 pp 1, 3 


[Excerpt] The Progressive Labour Party yesterday called for an independent 
commission of inquiry into the underlying causes of the general strike earlier 
this year. 


The P.L.P. said comments made by Bermuda Hospitals Board Chairman Mr Ward Young 
last week made it clear to the Opposition Party that the Cabinet prevented 
early settlement of the Hospitals’ dispute. 


"The fact that the dispute led to the loss of millions of dollars to both work- 
ers and management and threw the Country into unnecessary unrest, makes a com- 
mission of inquiry into the underlying causes of the crisis particularly neces- 
sary," said Shadow Minister of Health Mr Walter Roberts in a statement. 


Government blue collar and hospital workers went out on strike in April after 
negotiations between the Bermuda Industrial Union and Government broke off. ‘he 
strike soon spread to include other work forces and brought the Island's economy 
to a virtual standstill by the time settlement was reached on May 6. 


At a Press conference last week, Mr Young rebuked Cabinet for letting negotiations 
drag on, when, had the Hospitals Board had its way, a contract would have been 
signed last December. 


"The union needed to catch up. The difficulty I had was getting the argument 
across to those responsible," said Mr Young. 


Government Rejects Request 
Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 7 Aug 81 p 5] 


[Excerpt] Government yesterday rejected the Opposition's call for an indepen- 
dent commission of inquiry into the underlying causes of the general strike 
earlier this year. In a statement issued last night, Government said: "To re- 
hash events of April and May and to attempt to lay the blame ia any direction 
would serve no useful purpose." 


Government responded yesterday by saying that it could not be held responsible 
for causing, or escalating the strike. "On the otherhand, the P.L.P. gave overt 
support to the strikers, particularly those out on sympathy strike who caused 
ugly scenes at.the Airport and brought distress to so many visitors." 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


ROBERTO VEIGA ADDRESSES VARIOUS WORKER GROUPS 
Party Emulation Review 
Havana TRABAJADORES in Spanish 24 Jun 81 p 4 


[Speech by Roberto Veiga, secretary general of CTC and alternate member of Politboro, 
at ceremony naming Caimito best municipality in Second Party Congress Emulation on 
19 June 1981; place not specified] 


[Excerpts] Comrades: 


The year 1980 was a year of hard work, compensated by encouraging and important re- 
sults. Last year we grew in the face of problems. Bad weather, diseases and prob- 
lems caused by shortages and irregular technical-material supplies could not daunt 
or discourage our workers squarely on the road to carry out their union battle 
cries. We achieved undeniable economic successes and also irrefutable and impres- 
sive political and ideological successes. By meeting its emulation commitments, 
the CTC [Central Organization of Cuban Trade Unions] won the trophy as a fulfilling 
organization in salute to the Second Party Congress. 


In all the municipalities, the workers made an extraordinary effort to enable the 
CTC to achieve this resounding victory but we must emphasize that this outstanding 
municipality led that extraordinary effort. Therefore, Caimito was unquestionably 
the best municipality in the country in the great national emulation that the union 
movement organized and developed as a salute to the Second Party Congress. 


When we tried to determine which of the many fulfilling municipalities had achieved 
the best results, there was no question, after an exhaustive analysis, that Caimito 
was the best. It should be pointed out that although the economic results achieved 
determined this decision, Caimito also showed significant results in the fulfill- 
ment of other important political, ideological and social tasks in 1980. 


Result of Stronger Political, Revolutionary, Communist Awareness 


Caimito is not a large municipality; it has a population of 23,311 with 8,396 work- 
ers. Nevertheless, this territory represents 70 percent of citrus planting and 
harvesting in the province. It is very important in milk and meat production and 
includes some basic centers like the Los Naranjos Genetic Enterprise. It has a 
cane area of 148 caballerias and a sugar mill, Habana Libre, that is not large but 
is a very efficient mill. There is a magnificent collective of workers there who 
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have traditionally been known for their emulation victories. This territory also 
has the Juan M. Quijano Enterprise which produces parts and accessories for differ- 
ent national sugar enterprises. The Carbide Enterprise, the only one of its type 
in the nation, is located here. This territory, with five quarries, is also one of 
the main production areas of construction materials in the province. 


In 1980, the mmnicipality of Caimito fulfilled the commercial production plan by 
125 percent; work productivity increased the same amount. The cost per peso of 
production and profits showed favorable balances. All this sounds easy but, with- 
out any question, it is the result of countless anonymous efforts. It is the re- 
sult of devotion, concern and unselfish, tenacious and fruitful work. It is, fi- 
nally, the result of stronger political, revolutionary and communist awareness. 


The impressive economic results achieved by the Caimito workers were accompanied 

by stronger labor discipline. We could see this, verifying that the overwhe lming 
majority of its work centers met the established requirements for this important 

indicator in the 1980 emulation. 


Caimito has had an effect, directly or indirectly, on the achievements of Havana 
Province in the sugar harvest, the produce campaign, livestock activity, the to- 
bacco crop, industrial activities, construction, education and services. 


As part of the general effort made by this municipality in 1980, we must point out 
that its volunteer cutters again came in first nationally in the Special Sugar Har- 
vest Emulation during the 1979-80 harvest. Cane District No. 5 fulfilled its plan 
to sow winter and spring cane 3 months early and then did a conscientious job of 
cultivating these areas. This helped achieve yields of more than 100,000 arrobas 
per caballeria in an unirrigated area. 


The Ceiba Citrus Enterprise not only fulfilled its technical-economic plan in salute 
to the Second Party Congress but also fulfilled its commitment to produce 1 million 
quintals of citrus. The workers of the Los Naranjos Genetics Enterprise and those 
of the Nina Bonita Enterprise based in this municipality were the main participants 
in a meritorious task, earning the banner for 1 million liters of milk. The work- 
ers of the Caimito National Poultry Complex overfulfilled their commercial produc- 
tion plan by almost 7 percent. 


Some of the successes in agricultural and livestock production were not only the 
results of the effort of the workers in this sector but also part of the fruitful 
effort of the workers in all sectors in this area because of the many mobilizations 
like Red Sunday last 2 November in salute to the 63rd anniversary of the October 
revolution and the Second Party Congress. 


We must emphasize that the Caimito workers, in addition to meeting their productive 
commitments so well, had to support neighboring areas through mobilizations of vo- 
lunteers. They participated in different tasks like harvesting potatoes and tobacco. 


Overfulfillment of Tying Workers, RGS Applied in Most Enterprises 
In 1980, the municipality overfulf illed the plan of tying workers and the General 
Wage Reform was applied in most enterprises, establishments and budgeted units. 


Caimito quickly fulfilled the commitment assumed by our union movement to victori- 
ously culminate the beautiful Battle for Sixth Grade in 1980. 
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The workers and the people in this municipality responded, as they have always done 
to any call of the revolution, with their enthusiastic veteran participation in im- 
pressive revolutionary reaffirmation campaigns like the marches of the fighting 
people in April and May and the gigantic rally in the Plaza de la Revolucion on 

1 May. [Passage omitted] 


What Basic Tasks Face Us? 


What are the basic tasks that we have facing us? Comrade Fidel pointed them out to 
us in his recent speeches, particularly at the Second Party Congress: production 
and defense. These are our indispensable and unavoidable tasks. 


Everyone knows that the world is living in difficult times today, times of great 
tension caused by the arrogant and aggressive policy of the imperialists. U.S. mi- 
litaristic circles have made aggressive plans about our fatherland with the deluded 
pretension of beating us and crushing our glorious socialist revolution, in this 
way destroying the unshakable faith that emanates from its lucid example for the 
fraternal peoples of our America. 


In an impressive demonstration of courage, honor and decency, all our people have 
responded as always to our commander in chief 's call. Millions of men and women 
have expressed their staunch readiness to join the Territorial Militia and hundreds 
of thousands are already in military units and well trained as a new organized force 
of the people. Together with our glorious and invincible FAR, they are ready to 
confront and conquer any aggression from our irreconcilable enemies. They have re- 
acted the same toward the idea of financing the Territorial Militia with voluntary 
contributions from the people. 


Through comrade Fidel's words, our people have reiterated their love of peace, 
their desire to contribute to civilized coexistence with all countries. It is ow 
fervent desire to be able to continue to dedicate ourselves to the great creative 
work of the contruction of socialism. [Passage omitted] 


Problems in Light Industry 
Havana TRABAJADORES in Spanish 26 Jun 81 pp 4-5 


[Speech by Roberto Veiga, secretary general of CIC and alternate member of Politboro, 
at closing of Fourth SNTIL Congress on 24 June 1981; place not specified] 


[Text] Comrades: 


The work of the congress is over. The great sense of responsibility predominating 
in your deliberations was accompanied by the optimism and joy that characterize the 
workers in this industry. 


We were happy to see the large number of female delegates participating in this 
event. This shows the high percentage of women participating in this sector and 
impregnates your tasks with the seriousness, combativeness and contagious enthusi- 
asm that the working women usually glory in. 
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After the main report--enriched by the contributions of the delegates-—-was approved, 
there was a critical and self-critical evaluation of all the tasks, successes, de- 
ficiencies and problems since the third congress. That report, the agreements made 
in the course of its discussion and the final resolution just adopted demonstrate, 
in our opinion, the main objectives that will direct the work of the union in the 
next 5 years. 


It would be unnecessary, irrational and presumptuous in these closing words to the 
congress to try to focus on all the aspects that have received your attention. We 
will only emphasize some of the many problems and important tasks that concern and 
direct the action of the light industry workers. 


The congress revealed that the main activity of SNTIL [National Union of Light In- 
dustry Workers] must be the fight for efficiency and, especially, for quality be- 
cause of the nature and destination of the production of these branches of the 


economy. 


Quality, particularly in this industry, expresses the degree of awareness reached 
by the workers, the knowledge, understanding and convictions that motivate them to 
act with the greatest class sense of duty, with a communist attitude toward work, 
with a profound collective spirit, with a spirit of solidarity and with fervent 
respect for the people. 


Each day the union must look harder for incentives for better work, promoting 
healthy pride in all the workers for quality in their work, making all of them feel 
that poor work diminishes their dignity and prestige. 


The conduct of the workers plays a decisive role in the fight for quality but it 
does not depend exclusively on the political-ideological work with the worker col- 
lectives, no matter how extensive or profound it is. At the same time, a number of 
objective and subjective factors have moral influence and affect the work behavior. 
These include technical-material supplies, the condition of the equipment, organi- 
zation, control of the productive process, skill of the personnel, environmental 
conditions and the pay system. These factors and others affect the state of mind, 
the awareness and general attitude of the workers. Therefore, these factors cannot 
be isolated from the ideological work; on the contrary, the union must keep in 
mind that the primary purpose of its ideological work is to seek solutions to prob- 
lems, answer concerns, resolve misunderstandings and satisfy the need for orienta- 
tion and information concretely and with the appropriate language. 


The CTC greatly appreciates the serious effarts that the Ministry of Light Industry 
has made to increase economic efficiency and, especially, improve quality. There 
is obviously more administrative demand and concrete measures have been adopted. 

It was an intelligent decision, in our opinion, to restore some abandoned opera- 
tions in making clothing, shoes and other articles for personal or family use. The 
important thing is not just to make more but to make it well. What interests the 
economy, what the people want and deserve, is to fulfill the plan, but always re- 
specting the established standards of quality. 


The battle for quality is not simply a motto or a temporary ativity. It isa 
permanent and complex task that requires time, parseverame, total effort, a great 
sense of responsibility and the energetic joint work of the administration, the 
union and all the workers. 
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Shortages, Irregularity, Quality of Raw Materials, Supplies, Accessories, Spare 
Parts Negatively Affect Quality 


Many people agree that shortages, irregularity and the quality of raw materials, 
supplies, accessories and spare parts sometimes negatively affect the quality of 
products. It is logical to assume that if fabrics, hides or any other raw material 
or supply is deficient, the clothes and shoes produced, no matter how conscientiously, 
cannot have the proper quality. It is also logical to assume that if production is 
affected at the beginning of the year by a shortage in raw materials or supplies and 
we are forced to make a marathon effort later to make up for the delays, quality 

Will be affected. 


It should be pointed out that the shortage, irregularity and quality of supplies 
that the normal development of the productive process demands do not always depend 
on the will of the administrative leaders. At times we lack the financial resources 
to acquire them on time and in the required quantity and quality. At other times, 
we have the resources but it is not possible to obtain them in time or with the de- 
sired specifications. There are countless objective problems, including problems 
in sales contracts, shipments, transportation and even in unloading in our ports. 

We are not immune from uncertainty. These are imponderables that we fight to eli- 
minate as much as possible; however, there are definitely realities we cannot ig- 
nore. Of course, the union and all the workers must watch to denounce and keep 
these realities from covering up deficiencies in planning, organization and economic 
management in general. We note this because occasionally these deficiencies affect 
adequate technical-material supplies. When this happens, the workers and the union 
have the right to demand an accounting. The great working mass of our country has 
amply demonstrated its ability to understand the problems and, therefore, has the 
legitimate right to demand efficient solutions when they are materially possible. 


One delegate criticized one of the most irritating organizational problems which 
conspires against quality and which the workers do not understand--it is difficult 
for them to understand it. That is the problem of codification. As is known, most 
of the light industry enterprises and establishments have a limited storage capa- 
city. Nevertheless, there are repeated complaints that these warehouses are crammed 
which stops production. However, the stared merchandise cannot be packed or re- 
moved because it has not been codified and priced. It remains stored for an inde- 
finite period of time, progressively deteriorating. In other words, after invest- 
ing so many resources and efforts to acquire the raw materials and make the products, 
they get lost or deteriorate and their costs increase unnecessarily due to notori- 
ous organizational deficiencies and bureaucratic mechanisms that should be taken 
care of in advance. It is simply inexplicable. The union and the workers have to 
fight stubbornly against this. 


Workers' Skill Very Important to Fight for Quality 


The skill of the workers is very important in the fight for quality. The union 
culminated the Battle for Sixth Grade victoriously. Now it is undertaking tasks 
for a new commitment which is much more complex technically and organizationally: 
the Battle for Ninth Grade. Imaginative and revolutionary solutions will be re- 
quired to conclude this battle successfully. The problems caused by the implemen- 
tation of the fourth brigade in the textile branch and the creation of additional 
shifts in the ready-made clothing enterprises must be examined in detail. 
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The cultural improvement of the workers must be closely tied to the objective of 
increasing their technical skill. Some problems that have been affecting the skill 
of the workers have been criticized; the union must continue to fight for their 
solution. They include: late approval of training plans which frequently means 
lack of coordination with production plans; lack of worker training areas; and non- 
fulfillment of adopted training programs. We have been told about training courses 
which ended prematurely due to pressure to solve shortages in the work force. 


Environmental Conditions Negatively Influence Fight far Quality 


Some delegates indicated the negative influence of environmental conditions in the 
fight for quality of production. There are many establishments and enterprises 
with crowded working conditions, lack of ventilation, lack of proper lighting, pre- 
carious hygienic and sanitary conditions, leaks in the roofs and inadequate safety 
devices. The absence of systematic maintenance all these years has led to progres- 
sive deterioration of environmental conditions. This was presented strongly. 


The union and the administrative organisms agree to use available resources to en- 
ergetically fight this situation, particularly in the more critical places. This 
is a task that should be given priority and taken care of to the extent of our pos- 
sibilities, not only because of what it represents for production but, basically, 
for what it implies from the human point of view. For this 5-year period, the gov- 
ernment has doubled the financial resources allocated to work safety and hygiene 

in the branches and activities of this union. The worker organizations and the ad- 
ministrative organisms must help ensure, not only that these resources are allo- 
cated but also that they are mainly directed to the solution of the basic and most 
urgent needs. 


Union Must Help Related Wages to Quality 


At the Third SNTIL Congress, the need to relate wages to quality was presented as 
an incentive in the fight for better work. It was agreed to improve the present 
payment system, introducing bonuses to stimulate qualitative factors. Almost 4 
years after that congress, very little has been done to carry out this agreement. 
Apparently, the necessary determination was missing. We must even say that, at 
this time when the fight for quality is given priority, we do not see any vigorous 
activity to carry out this task, in spite of the positive balances from the little 
experience obtained. 


With the desire to help the administrative and union leaders in this industry in 
their fight to improve quality, we must tell you, comrades in the light industry, 
that the results have been favorable, immediate, quantified and tangible in all 
the sectors in which we have applied bonuses to give incentives to improve quality. 


There are those who say that perhaps there are obstacles to these bonuses because 
of the problem of guaranteeing the indispensable raw materials and supplies for 
the products to achieve the desired quality. We would reverse this reasoning; we 
would say that we must implement bonuses precisely to feel more compelled to pro- 
mote technical-material supplies. We would go further; we think that we could 
study those cases where it is impossible to obtain the necessary raw materials and 
supplies and advocate--we repeat--the partial implementation of stimuli for the 








workers who do conscientious work. We hope the Fifth SNTIL Congress does not have 
to evaluate this situation critically again. 


Fight for Planned Assortment, Renovation Must Be Encouraged by Union, Workers 


The ministry made a wise decision to improve quality by demanding strict fulfillment. 
of plans, not only in prices but in physical terms. The fight to fulfill planned 
assortments and the decision to expand and change these regularly must be strongly 
encouraged by the union and all the workers. 


This policy, although fair, has caused some problems since, according to allega- 
tions, it implies constant technological changes. In addition to causing frequent 
interruptions, this also causes problems in the workers acquiring the required 
training for the new operations. Therefore, it becomes impossible to fulfill the 
norms and their wages are affected. Similar arguments are used when changes are 
introduced in some exportable products. Nevertheless, there are places that car-= 
ried out these changes without any problems. What happened? There were detailed 
discussions in advance and rational solutions to the problems were sought and found. 
This is one experience that shows that the correct application of this policy does 
not necessarily generate an unsolvable conflict. These are problems of organiza- 
tion and planning that will force the union to think hard to formulate the best 
recommendations. 


Frequent Interruptions Are Justified Concern We Must Solve 


Some delegates echoed a concern expressed by the workers in many places about con- 
tinual interruptions, basically of shart duration, which decrease their wages. 
This was latent in all the preparatory process of the congress and, according to 
many, is one of the most critical aspects confronted at this time. 


We asked: if the principles that regulate payment for the interruptions are simi- 
lar in all sectors, why are they questioned so much in light industry? 


In trying to find an answer to this question, we verified that this industry has 
characteristics that somewhat explain that concern. 


In light industry, irregularities in the supply of raw materials and other supplies 
have much more effect than in most other industries. The situation is aggravated 
because these are generally not foreseen, at least in the medium term, and conse=- 
quently they occur suddenly in the midst of the workday itself. This causes the 
wage guarantee in this sector to be generally the minimum variant of 50 percent of 
the wage. It is also normal for the workers to be required to remain at the work 
center during the interruption. 


In addition to interruptions common to all sectors, light industry has some pecu- 
liar to it; far example, the most common interruptions are caused by the frequent 
technological changes mentioned above which are inherent to this industry due to 
its direct relationship with the needs and preferences of consumers. The second 
most common one in this industry is interruption for lack of work force; these are 
more frequent and more harmful than in most other economic activities. In general, 
when a position is unfilled through absence or vacancy, it greatly affects the 

rest of the operations since all are usually closely tied to the process; therefore, 
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an operation that is not done can hinder the entire productive flow. Interruptions 
for this reason have increased recently as a result of the measures correctly taken 
to better use installed capacity. In order to correct the problems of month-long 
work stoppages in the entire industry while the workers take vacation, it was 
agreed to rotate vacations and, in that way, keep the work centers operating all 
year. To carry out this initiative, it was necessary to create some conditions 
like organization of a staff of indispensable personnel. However, the rotating 
vacations were organized without having completely formed that staff, an additional 
cause of interruptions. 


Interruptions in Lig it Industry Mare Harmful to Workers Due to Frequency, Nature 


As can be seen--forgive the repetition--interruptions in light industry are more 
harmful to the workers due to their frequency and nature than they are in most 
other economic activities. This situation is worse because, precisely in this in- 
dustry, the possibility of overfulfilling narms to decrease the effects caused by 
interruptions are more limited than in most other sectors of the economy. Gener- 
alized overfulfillment of norms is very difficult since these norms are well written. 
Also the possibility of overfulfilling in many places, although a small percentage, 
is limited by lack of raw materials and supplies that would increase productivity 
but not affect the normal development of production later. It seems to us that 
some delegates from Matanzas Province indicated that, because of this, the effects 
of the tie between wages and norms have been virtually annulled in the case of shoe 
workers. 


How can this problem be satisfactorily solved? We have no magical solution nar do 
we think that one can be improvised. However, we would like to use our prerogative 
of concluding this congress to outline some opinions that, with many others, could 
serve aS a basis to solve this situation. 


It is an urgent need that the administration and the union use all their arsenal 

of measures to optimize technical-material supplies, eliminating all subjective 
factors that affect them. In those cases in which these supplies cannot be assured, 
they must take advisable measures to learn this in advance. In that way, condi- 
tions could be created to prevent interruptions and plan for them in the long term, 
thus decreasing present intermittent work stoppages. 


Many Technological Changes Can Be Planned, Discussed with Workers 


Concerning the introduction of technological changes in the productive process, it 
seems possible to us that many of these can be planned ahead and properly discussed 
with the workers. This would help foresee the consequences and look for appropriate 
answers. We think the idea is good in those cases where the technological changes 
do not correspond with the usual skill of the workers and work productivity can 
temporarily decrease. We repeat it seems to us that the idea is good in these 
cases to work with norms adapted to reality. This is nothing new. It is based on 
international experience and on a practice that existed in this industry for many 
years. 


We feel that the administration and the union must firmly propose to solve the 
problem of indispensable workers once and for all. Obviously, in this industry 
the indispensable workers have to be experienced and skilled workers and there must 














be special consideration in establishing their norms and wages. No one can think 
that an untrained worker is in the position to efficiently do different operations 
that require different degrees of skill and ability. No one can think that an ex- 
perienced and skilled worker who can fulfill his norm in a regular occupation easily 
is willing to be indispensable and, therefore, subject himself to the logical ef- 
fects of frequent changes in occupation if he is not offered special treatment in 
norms and wages. 


In our opinion, comrades, these are some ideas that can be studied to solve the 

problem of interruptions. This is a situation that we must take care of without 
delay, not only because of its influence on the state of mind of the workers but 
also its undesirable repercussions on the fulfillment of the technical-economic 

nlans. 


The frequent interruptions are a justified concern which we must answer. This has 
been expressed by the workers with confidence, candor and vespect. The workers who 
have presented this situation are the same ones who, at the end of last year, with 
many days of volunteer work made an extraordinary effort to try to make up for the 
effects on the production plan of the first 9 months. They are the same workers 
in the combative detachment of our union movement that, in the first quarter of 
this year, won first place in our great emulation in salute to the Tenth WFIU Con- 
gress. These are our brave and admirable people: These are the veteran armies in 
our glorious union movement! It is a politically committed union movement, a union 
movement that--in spite of difficulties, deficiencies and even misunderstandings-- 
defends the general interests of the revolution and the unyielding foundations of 
the first state of workers and peasants on the American continent. 


We Expect Much of Union in National Emulation Saluting Tenth WFTU Congress 


We expect that SNTIL will continue its victorious progress that earned it first 
place in the first quarter of the year in fulfillment of the goals that have been 
established to salute the commemoration of 26 July. 


It is necessary to continue strengthening the organization and development of emu- 
lation in the work centers. It is necessary to encourage emulation among all the 
workers and you in particular must continue encouraging the Movement of Outstanding 
Workers. We expect much of this union in our great emulation to salute the Tenth 
WFTU Congress. We have ample reasons for that confidence because this is the union 
of workers like Antonio Leon del Monte, Julio Ramirez Quiros, Bartolome Alfaro, 
Felix Gonzalez, Lucio del Carmen, Victoria Turino, Berta Sanjil, Fulgencio Pantoja 
and many other men and women who today, with their exemplary attitude, are not only 
the pride of the union but also the pride of the CTC and the entire country. 


The General Wage Reform has been applied in most work centers in this union. Many 
of the elements in the reform have led to greater economic efficiency and better 
use of installed capacity. One example of the latter is the application of the 
fourth brigade in the textile branch. In general, the results are satisfactory 
although we must point out that the results in the Inejiro Asanuma Textile Factory 
and Bellotex fulfill our aspirations. With respect to the textile factories in 
the two Havana provinces, the results are encouraging but not up to expectations. 
It is important chat the union evaluate the factors involved in order to encourage 
opportune recommendations and solutions. It is necessary to analyze what factors 
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were present in Gibara and in Matanzas in order to achieve better results than in 
the two Havana provinces. 


Application of SDPE Still Main Union Task 


Everything indicates that the implementation of the Economic Management and Plan- 
ning System is progressing within the branches and activities of this union. The 
number of enterprises that have been authorized to form material stimulation funds 
is not inconsiderable. Their number will continue to increase. The application 
of this system must continue to be one of the main tasks of the union. 


There are certain signs of nonconformity in some enterprises because, by proposing 
extra plans during the course of the year and not adjusting the management plan, 
the workers see their stimulation funds affected. This is a problem that the union, 
the CTC, the ministry and JUCEPLAN [Central Planning Board] must evaluate to find 
the best solution. 


The development of marginal productions is a task that we think the union should 
stimulate. This is very important in light industry. It is one way to save sup- 
plies and raw materials. Savings in this industry is a vital task, especially if 
we note the great limitations that we face in technical-material supplies, many of 
which come from abroad. All the above is closely related to an initiative that 

the union must consistently support. We are referring to the development of local 
industries because of their potential better use of raw materials and supplies, bet- 
ter offer of products to the people and increase in use of cash and source of em- 
ployment in many places. 


The congress reviewed the tasks to strengthen labor discipline. Although the fight 
against absenteeism must continue to occupy the attention of the union, there has 
been a decreasing trend in absenteeism these past 3 years. 


Under socialism, the main interest of the union is to make society advance, to de- 
velop the economy and increase wealth in order to improve the well-being of all. 
Of course, this essential objective is not contradicted but complemented by its 
duty to demand that the rights of the workers, consecrated in our labor and social 
legislation, be respected. Many of these problems were discussed in the congress. 


About 95% of Labor Infractions Corrected Now 


The work done by the union in the massive union inspection in which more than 
109,000 infractions were detected was significant. We are pleased that, at the 
time of this congress, about 95 percent of these violations have been corrected. 

We have given great aid in detecting and correcting these infractions but the most 
important result of this work is the skill and training received by thousands of 
workers and cadres in the knowledge, interpretation and application of many impor- 
tant aspects of labor and social legislation. This can be a powerful force for the 
immediate objective: to prevent repetition of these violations. 


In the first half of this year, we evaluated the application of Decree Laws No. 32 
and No. 36. Although it was not our intention, we had to give our opinion yester- 
day in the afternoon session. The survey taken by the union revealed that, in 
applying Decree Law No. 32, the maximm sanctions were frequently invoked regardless 








of the infraction committed or the history of the worker. Conversely, Decree Law 
No. 36 has not been applied consistently although it should be pointed out that 
the Ministry of Light Industry could concretely illustrate the readiness of its 
top leaders to vigorously stop every tendency toward arbitrariness, inefficiency 
and lack of administrative discipline. 


It is our duty to firmly support application of Decree Law No. 32 in all cases when 
it is justified and to warn and act when it is applied improperly. If all the al- 
ternatives of the law are not considered, it loses its edixational value, the in- 
terests of the workers are hurt unnecessarily and unnecessary tension is generated. 
We must act energetically as a union to strictly apply Decree Law No. 36 in all 
cases where the administration abuses its power. We must fight to prevent the 
image that Decree Law No. 32 is applied diligently but that same diligence is not 
noted in the application of Decree Law No. 3%. 


Naturally, the congress discussed many important aspects of the internal life of 
the union and decisions and agreements were adopted. 


Union Must Increase Attention to Bases 


In 1980 the tie between the superior and intermediate organisms and the union bases 
improved although this tie was not as good as necessary during the time between the 
third and fourth congresses. Direct relations wit the work centers can help us 
acquire a direct feeling for the problems and positively influence their solution. 
The union must firmly propose to increase its attention to the bases and strengthen 
its direct contact with the workers and the problems that they face. This does not 
mean visiting the work centers to hold formal talks with their leaders and workers 
but going there to help, foresee and prevent problems and, if they exist, help solve 
them. We must eliminate the practice of learning about problems, tossing them 
around and leaving them unsolved. The problems that we find must be problems we 
face and handle until we find a just solution or a convincing and adequate explanation. 


Comrades: 


We are sure that, after this congress, you will be in a better position to carry 
out the tasks that you have before you. We are convinced that you will transmit 

to those you represent the spirit that has inspired the decisions adopted. We also 
know that they, the workers, will feel strengthened and encouraged because the con- 
gress is definitely a reflection of their just concerns and hopes. Converted into 
resolutions at this congress, they will act as a force to sweep away any obstacle 
in winning new great victories for the revolution. 


Basic Tasks Are Production, Defense 


Although the subjects covered in this congress concerning economic, labor and so- 
cial problems sufficed to give it singular importance, there was also the just im- 
portance of continuing to strengthen the firm participation of the workers in the 
Territorial Militia and the contribution of resources to help finance it. The con- 
gress confirmed the massive and conscious response of the workers, from the very 
beginning, to our commander in chief's call brilliantly expressed in his historic 
Report to the Second Party Congress. He indicated that the basic tasks after this 
great assembly of the party and the republic were production and defense. 


30 








Imperialism, in its ferocious hatred of our fatherland, is more aggressive and in- 
solent and prepares new aggressions that reveal its lack of scruples and its open 
mockery of the most elemental international laws. This adventurous policy is part 
of the global plan of imperialist strategy against the socialist system, especially 
against the Soviet Union, as well as against any type of progressive fight or fight 
for national liberation in today's world. 


Coarsely defying the just desire of mankind for peace and peaceful coexistence among 
all countries and in its mad race for world domination, it continues to arm itself, 
devoting colossal resources to the creation of more destructive weapons while hun=- 
dreds of millions of men and women, children and old people are victims of poverty, 
disease and lack of education. Millions die every year because of this. 


Facing the cruelty of the imperialists, we reaffirm our internationalist principles 
expressed in the firm decision to continue improving our fraternal relations with 
the peoples of the world who fight for their liberation and to make the ties that 
unite us to the fraternal countries of the socialist community, particularly the 
fraternal and beloved Soviet Union, more solid and indestructible. Neither social- 
ism nor the peoples want war; this is imposed by the imperialists. To the people, 
peace is their main wealth. 


To defend this front trench of socialism in America means not only defending our 
own right to survival and to decide our ow destiny but it is also an effective 
contribution to the peoples of the world who fight for their inalienable rights. 
It is a contribution in the joint effort for world peace. 


Therefore, we have the need to strengthen ourselves each day, to be prepared and 
well trained in modern military technology. Therefore, the decision of the congress 
concerning defense tasks is important. It expresses the decision of our workers 

and all our revolutionary people. 


The Territorial Militia, united with our glorious and invincible FAR, improves our 
defense system and will force the enemy to think twice before trying something. If 
he does decide to try it, he will receive a convincing and devastating response 
from our heroic people who are sworn in and ready to carry out the sacred words of 
General Antonio: “Anyone who tries to take Cuba will take the dust of its soil 
drenched in blood if he does not perish in the fight." 


Continue Union Work, Work Hard to Make It Stronger 


Comrades : 


We would like to congratulate the members of the National Committee and the Execu= 
tive Secretariat elected today, particularly comrades Pedro and Mirita, confirmed 
as secretary general and second secretary respectively. 


We exhort you to continue expanding the work of the union and to work untiringly 
to make it stronger. 


We express to you the confidence of the CTC leadership that you will know how to 
completely carry out Fidel's teachings and guide with the immortal example of the 
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one who, through his memory and image, has presided over this congress, our beloved 
and unforgettable comrade Lazaro Pena. 


Long live the Fourth SNTIL Congress! Long live the Communist Party of Cuba! Long 
oot Fidel! Fatherland or death! We will win! 
7717 
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[Speech by Roberto Veiga Menendez, Alternate Member, Political bureau, and Secretary- 
General, CTC [Central Organization of Cuban Trade Unions]: "The Struggle for 
Development Above All Is the Struggle for the Transformation of Man, His Intelligence, 
His Capacities"] 


[Text] Speech at the close of the graduation exercises 
for 2,486 new professional specialists. 


Comrades of the head table, 
Comrades graduates, 
Comrades, 


During this Year of the 20th Anniversary of the Bay of Pigs, tne University of 
Havana is paying the best possible tribute to that date, it is rendering the best 
possible homage to those who fell defending the fatherland and socialism, through 
this graduation exercise, at which 2,486 new professional, higher-level specia- 
lists join in the tasks of the construction and defense of our revolution. 


We would like above all to congratulate the comrade graduates, especially the 
group of vanguard members who have just received their diplomas, and we would like 
to express to them, in the name of our people, in the name of our workers, our 
party, the sincercst appreciation for the effort they made and for the dedication 
with which they did their duty as students. 


Likewise, we must hail the self-sacrificing work of the professors, the university 
administration personnel, all the workers at the university, which is our oldest 
institution of higher education. They enable us each time to have better and better 
graduating classes and higher levels of theoretical and practical training. These 
achievements also to a great extent contribute to the aid and support of the work 
collectives to which the students are linked during their career or to which many 

of them even belong as they enter the university with the status of workers. 


Regarding the latter, it is a source of profound joy to us to be able to emphasize 
here that more than 50 percent of this graduating class consist of worker-students. 


A Text of the Performance Spirit of the Working Class 
This fact is of extraordinary significance for all of us. Im it we can see a test 


of the spirit of performance and development of our working class, the advanced 
force of the revolution and the people. In it we can furthermore see how the 


32 








ideas expressed by Comrade Fidel are materialized, regarding the transformation of 
university education and its ever more profound link to the country's economy, to 
the cultural and social development of our fatherland, to the elevation of the 
technical and professional levels of our supervisory personnel and our worker rank- 
and-file. 


‘This university, in which more than half of the graduates are workers, is pre- 
cisely the university that comes in colors of black, mulatto, of worker and peasant, 
which one day our unforgettable heroic guerrilla fighter, Maj Che Guevara asked 

for. 


Since then, things have not been easy in giving those courses. I want to take this 
opportunity to point out that we are still confronting difficulties and limitations 
in teaching our workers. These are problems which we are coping with. Right now, 
the Ministry of Higher Education, the institutions of higher education, and the 
CTC are analyzing the ways and means that will enable us to achieve greater ef- 
ficiency in these courses on the basis of a teaching organization that will be more 
in line with the reality we face. 


We must underscore the importance of this graduating class to our country. 


On some occasions, in the midst of the gigantic effort which the revolution is 
making to overcome underdevelopment, and, along with it, the heritage of backward- 
ness and misery which the old society left us, we have become accustomed to meas- 
uring our impressive advances only in terms of new factories, new highways, new 
lines of communication, new dams and irrigation systems, new sugar mills and sugar- 
cane growing areas, new schools, hospitals, and more social facilities. 


Without taking any importance away from those factors, we could say however that 
one of the most decisive and expensive investments in development is the one which 
our fatherland has been making for more than 20 years in the field of education. 
Today, with graduation exercises such as this one, we are harvesting the fruits of 
the enormous efforts which extend from the literacy drive and which continue with 
the creation of thousands of new schools, the training of tens of thousands of 
teachers and professors, the drafting of a new overall concept of revolutionary 
pedagogy, the tie-in between study and work on all levels, the construction of 
hundreds of modern middle and higher-level teaching centers, adult education, the 
Battle for the Sixth Grade, and many other achievements which have placed Cuba at 
the head of education in all of Latin America. 


Struggle for Development Above All Is Struggle for Transformation of Man 


The struggle for development above all is the struggie for the transformation of 
man, his intelligence, his capacities, and his potential. 


Man is the one who directs, organizes, and produces; he is the one who revolution- 
izes society and transforms nature. Through him and for him all efforts are made 
to create a richer, more just society, capable of coming up with a growing response 
to his material and spiritual needs. 


We are living during a phase of the revolution in which the capacity of the cadres, 


their political, cultural, technical, and professional level, depends to a great 
extent on the accomplishment of the tasks facing the country. 
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Hence the tremendous importance of this graduation exercise. The graduating class 
includes specialties of enormous importaice to national growth. There are those 
which belong to the natural sciences and nm... ~atics, the social and humanistic 
sciences, and those relating to economics, cher words, fields of knowledge 


which must promote both production development and greater attention to health, 
education, and other needs of the population, the advancement of our people's 
culture and ideology, and the vital tasks, which are always current, the tasks 
involving the perfection of planning and economic management of our country. 


In relation to this last point, it is encouraging to observe the percentage of 
graduates in the special field of economics, especially during the regular daytime 
course, compared to the rest of the specialties. 


At the same time, as was reflected in the report by the comrade university presi- 
dent, it is necessary to develop in depth the search for solutions that will make 
it possible to increase the number of graduates in basic sciences such as mathe- 
matics, physics, and chemistry. There is no doubt that technical and scientific 
development, its application to production processes, and also the elevation of 

the quality of education require us to have an ever growing number of specialists 
in these fields. The strengthening of these branches is indispensable in order to 
provide impetus for research and development in the branches of the applied sciences. 
This will enable us gradually to raise our own levels, to make better use of the 
resources we already have, and in a short time to achieve the assimilation of tech- 
nologies and advances attained by other countries. As Fidel pointed out so cor- 
rectly, from the very first years of the revolution's triumph onward, Cuba's 

future must necessarily be a future of men of science. 


However we cannot feel satisfied with the number of young people who graduate in 
the basic sciences. We are familiar with the efforts being made and the measures 
being taken to solve this problem, including the suitable selection and training 

of college preparatory schools for students who have the ability to get into these 
special fields. We are sure that we could provide favorable impetus to this situa- 
tion over the next several years. 


There are other circumstances which we must stress with regard to this graduating 
class. One of them is the fact that the graduates in the regular daytime course 
numerically constitute the largest graduating class of the University of Havana 
during the past five courses. Another significant fact is that 51 percent of all 
graduates are women and that proportion goes up even further in the regular daytime 
course where the figure for female attendance is 65 percent. There is no doubt 
that this is a clear example of the spirit of study, tenacity, and discipline which 
increasingly characterizes Cuban women, thus increasing their decisive role within 
the revolutionary process. 


We must also emphasize that this is the fifth graduation exercise to be held after 
the historic resolutions of the First Congress of the party and the subsequent re- 
organization of the network of institutions of higher education. Life itself has 
confirmed the correctness and necessity of these measures. We have seen a mani- 
festation of the advantage of the new system and the new structure of specialties. 
Today we have the satisfaction of knowing that our university centers are improving 
their conditions day after day so as to carry out their teaching and educational 
activities and to turn out the specialists demanded for the country's economic and 
social growth. 
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More Organization, Higher Standards, and Greater Efficiency in Higher Education 


Developing this system, perfecting it in a consistent manner, each day raising its 
pedagogic and scientific levels, developing organization, tightening up standards 
and improving efficiency--these are tasks which the leaders in our field of higher 
education must tackle. 


I must say that this graduation exercise is not only of special significance in 
terms of the number of comrades who complete their studies and in terms of the 
makeup of the special fields in which they are graduating; this graduation exercise 
also is outstandingly important because of the moment at which it is taking place 
and because of the concepts which have guided the overall training of our new 
graduates. 


First of all, the comrades who today get their diplomas were trained from the very 
first levels of education in the revolutionary principle, a profoundly Martian 

and Marxist principle, of the combination of study and work. They are men and 
women who are familiar with work in our fields and who know what it means to pro- 
duce wi:h their hands. During those years of study at the university they were 
linked to practical activities in production, assistance, educational, or service 
centers. They are familiar with the country's concrete problems. They are not 
professional people who come out of the classrooms with an idealistic vision of 
what expects them outside. This is an extraordinary advantage which must lead to 
faster assimilation of work, to higher quality, and above all to an attitude of 
stubbornness, nonconformity, and struggle to overcome the shortcomings and problems 
which still exist in our work centers. 


Perfect Ties of Students and Professors to Production, Service, and Research Tasks 


Experience corroborates the formative, political, ideological, and also scientific 
value of this principle of establishing a link between study and work, between 
theory and practice. There is no denying that we are in a general sense getting 
positive results from its application. However, we must not conceal the fact that 
the application of these concepts, in higher education, turns out to be more complex 
and difficult than on other levels. This is why it is absolutely indispensable 

to seek the most effective forms between the centers of higher education and the 
enterprises, the institutions, and the government agencies, in order to perfect the 
link of the students and professors to the tasks of production, services, and re- 
search. The value of this activity to the development of future specialists re- 
quires us to continue to pursue this effort in depth. 


It is already a fact--and we are filled with satisfaction--that our students are 
taking courses in the revolutionary science of Marxism-Leninism in the university 
classrooms. 


We believe that this is one of the most important achievements of our higher educa- 
tion establishment in recent years. We cannot really conceive of a university 
graduate, who has gone through the school of the revolution, and who does not have 
a solid Marxist-Leninist theoretical foundation, who does not know the essential 
theses of our concept of the wozid, our economic doctrine, and our political foun- 
dations. 
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We must work toward that and more, We must fight to make sure that our students 
will organically combine their professional studies and their political studies 

so that Marxism-Leninism will not be just another subject to them, another item 
in their curriculum, but that it will rather permeate, illuminate, and clarify 
their entire technical and scientific education, becoming a guiding truth for 
action, for research, and for the standards of political and moral conduct of each 
university youngster. 


We have advanced in this field but we still have quite a distance to go. We must 
keep improving the quality of teaching in Marxism-Leninism and we must delve further 
into its study. We must make sure that the learning of this science will take 
place in a living form, closely tied to the concrete problems of the construction 
of socialism and the activities of our people and the other peoples of the world. 


Our higher education today is in the midst of a moment of dynamic growth. Prior 
to the revolution, the number of university students barely exceeded 15,000 and 
most of them came from the middle and financially well-off classes of society; 
today we have about 200,000 students, distributed over 39 university centers through- 
out the country, half of whom, in round figures, are workers who are studying with- 
out abandoning production, administration, or services. More than 7,000 Cuban 
youths are taking courses in higher education at centers in the Soviet Union and 

in other socialist countries. The 28 career fields which were taught in our uni- 
versities at the start of the revolution have today grown to 114 civilian spec- 
ialties, grouped in accordance with the various branches of the economy, science, 
and culture in this country. We are developing research, we are perfecting and 
revolutionizing the systems of teaching; each day we are making our study programs 
more profound, more coherent, and more demanding. We have successfully organized 
the system for constant improvement and updating of university graduates through 
postgraduate courses. We are also establishing the system of scientific grades. 


Cuba Can Have Specialists on an Ever Higher Political, Ideological, Scientific, and 
Technical Level 


There is no doubt that we are marching on a promising road. By consistentiy fol- 
lowing that direction, the country will be able each day to have specialists on 
an ever higher political, ideological, scientific, and technical level. This is 
what our party, our state, and our working people expect from the centers of 
higher education. 


On the other hand, we cannot overlook the circumstance that the comrades, who are 
graduating here today, have not only been given better academic training. They 
also had to live and participate in a moment of acute political and ideological 
struggle. The new graduates who are getting their diplomas today also received 
their certificates through the Marches of the Fighting People. They were present 
during the meetings of April and May 1980. They resolutely and decidedly con- 
fronted the aggressive threats of Yankee imperialism and the cowardly and un- 
patriotic attitude of the antisocial trash. They also took part in the process of 
strengthening the university student body. In other words, they are men and women 
who demonstrated, through facts, their fighting and firm positions side by side 
with the people, the revolution, the party, and Fidel. 
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A large group of comrades graduating today will shortly also graduate as reserve 
officers of our glorious and undefeated Revolutionary Armed Forces, This is an 
expression of compliance, by our educational centers, with the fundamental tasks 
outlined by the commander-in-chief and by the Second Party Congress: production 
and defense. Production in this case means the graduation of professional and 
technical cadres, capable of even further strengthening the various work fronts of 
the country. Defense means that each of these new graduates has prepared himself 
or is ready to prepare himself so as to do his military duty with honor and ef- 
ficiency if our fatherland should be the victim of new threats or aggression from 
the imperialist enemy. 


We must furthermore state that it is not only the revolutionary, socialist, and 
patriotic spirit of our people that is present at this graduation exercise. We 
also have here its profound internationalist sentiment, represented by several 
scores of youngsters from various brother countries who pursued courses of higher 
education in Cuba and who today are happy as they successfully complete their 
education. It is a source of enormous satisfaction to us that our university 
centers can make this modest contribution to the development and happiness of other 
people. With pride we can say that, right now, more than 2,000 students coming 
from 79 countries are pursuing their courses of study at Cuban university centers. 
To the comrades who tonight complete their studies we want to express our con~ 
gratulations with all our hearts; we want to ask them to bring to their peoples 
the brotherly and united message of our revolution and to tell them that Cuba 
received them and sends them home again as if they were its own sons and that it 
will always receive them with open arms. 


Always be proud of having been a member of the graduating class on the 20th an- 
niversary of the Bay of Pigs. 


Dear comrade graduates, 


As of now, no matter how many years may pass, you will always carry with you the 
revolutionary pride of having been members of the graduating class during the 20th 
anniversary of the Bay of Pigs. 


This satisfaction will accompany you in your new life of work and responsibility; 
it will always identify you with your old fellow students ani it will be a per- 
manent cause of personal reflection. 


What we can wish you at this moment, what we can tell you in the name of our people 
is this: May you at all times be consistent with the spirit and the teachings of 
this immortal event in the history of our fatherland as it faces the imperialist 
aggressor. That of course means a lot. It means always being linked to the wor- 
kers; it means profoundly accepting the encouragement of our working class, it 
means learning from its collectivism, its austere and fighting attitude; it means 
being examples of revolutionary humility, of modesty, discipline, and rectitude on 
basic principles; it means completely devoting yourselves to doing your duty and 
being ready to march wherever duty may call, to the most remote corners of Cuba 
or anywhere in the world, no matter how far away the place may be, to provide the 
generous support of the strength of your arms and your intelligence. 
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There is no need to tell you that permanent study is indispensable. Finishing 
your course of study only means that you have attained a basic level of knowledge. 
That level must be enriched and it must be constantly brought up to date. In the 
times in which we live, times of scientific and technological revolution, knowledge 
multiplies in the various branches and only through an attitude of constant search, 
of constant scientific restlessness, of constant dissatisfaction with what has been 
achieved is it possible to conquer and to keep up with modern knowledge. 


Learning and teaching constantly, assimilating what is new and advanced wherever 
it may come up--that must be the attitude which the country needs on the part of 
its scientific and technical cadres. 





Dear comrades, we congratulate you. The revolution opens up for you an impassioned 
horizon of work, struggle, and creation in all fields. The country expects the 
best possible fruits from you. In you we find the most arduous efforts and the 
highest hopes, the noblest hopes of our heroic people. We are sure that you will 
manage to respond to this high ievel of confidence. Just 20 years after the Bay 
of Pigs, each of you can consider himself materially or spiritually to be a son 
of the Cubans who fell there, defending the sacred cause of the fatherland and of 
socialism. Each one of you can feel to be the heir and the relief of those who 
gave their blood there so that the revolution and the people may continue to live. 
Their sacrifice lives in you. Their dreams live in you. Their glorious banner 
moves forward through you and through you resounds the victorious and immortal 
slogan of Cuba and Fidel: Fatherland or Death! We Shall Win! 


Ninth Grade Education Drive 
Havana TRABAJADORES in Spanish 10 Jul 81 p 4 


[Speech by Roberto Veiga Menendez, Secretary-General, National CTC [Central Organi- 
zation of Cuban Trade Unions], Alternate Member, Political Bureau: "Every Suitable 
Worker Without a Ninth-Grade Education Must Be Studying! There Is No Other Alter- 
native! We Cannot Wait Any Longer--Time Is Short!"] 


[Text] Speech delivered at the general meeting to promote 
the Battle for the Ninth Grade in the City of Havana. 


Comrades, 


During this year of the 20th anniversary of the Bay of Pigs we also commemorate 

the 20th anniversary of the triumph of the historic literacy drive which, in the 
cultural area, was the first major undertaking of gigantic proportions to which 

the revolution addressed itself. 


We recall how our entire people participated in that beautiful battle against 
ignorance inherited from the hateful bourgeoisregime: Students, workers, youngsters 
and old people, organized in brigades that taught even in the most remote corners 

of the country. | 


The extraordinary triumph achieved and the experience accumulated in this great 


undertaking opened the way to another colossal educational task which involved the 
victorious battle for the sixth grade. 
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You all know the tremendous effort that was made for somewhat more than 5 years 
to achieve this brilliant educational success because you were active participants. 


It essentially constituted a new manifestation of the triumph of the ideas of 
socialism in our country and it furthermore clearly expressed the powerful impetus 
of the labor union movement and the firm determination of the working class and 
the other workers to accomplish all the tasks outlined by the Communist Party of 
Cuba and our commander-in-chief, Comrade Fidel, 


In particular, as we know, this province of the City of Havana graduated somewhat 
more than 110,000 workers, while 97 percent of the suitable men and women obtained 
the minimum sixth-grade education or more. This was the first province in the 
category of special studies to complete the battle for the sixth grade. 


In addition to being a goal that has been attained, victory in the sixth grade is 
above all a point of departure toward the conquest of new steps in the effort to 
raise the cultural level of the workers. 


Victory in the sixth grade therefore is not just a goal that has been attained; it 
is above all a point of departure toward the conquest of new steps in the effort 
to raise the cultural level of the workers. The conviction has already taken place 
that we must win in another, no less grandiose educational task: "The battle for 
the ninth grade." The tremendous significance of this activity is summarized in 
various documents approved at the Second Congress of the Communist Party of Cuba 
and especially in the statements by comrade Fidel, such as the following: 
"Tt is very important and very encouraging to realize that our workers have the 
sixth grade now. But, watch out. They must now prepare themselves for the ninth 
grade. And that is very important. That is not a luxury; nobody is going to 
believe that this is a luxury; it is a great moral satisfaction but it is also a 
great economic necessity." 


In the gigantic effort which it is making toward our economic and social growth, 

the revolution is devoting voluminous resources to the country's industrialization 
and to the modernization of agricultural and livestock activities. But financial 
and material resources are not enough if we do not at the same time have the 
absolutely necessary human resources. But those human resources have to be made 

up of workers who are trained to operate, to manage, and to control the equipment 
and the complex modern industrial installations; hence the need for training large 
numbers of skilled workers and technicians on the middle and upper levels each year. 


Only through a real revolutionary process, such as the one which is taking place 
in our fatherland, is it possible to propose and to attain impressive objectives 
in all areas which economic and social growth demand. One of these is of extra- 
ordinary dimension for the reasons given above and has to do with education and 
the present moment; it involves the correct and necessary aspiration which the 
CTC and the unions have proposed to attain, that is, to have no less than 700 ,000 
workers by 1985 who have at least a ninth-grade education, throughout the country. 
However, the effort to be made by the province of the City of Havana is consider- 
able by virtue of the numbers of workers who must register next September and in 
February 1982; these are decisive stages for the massive graduation which will 
enable us to attain our objective in 1985. 


This province has proposed the goal of getting 35,000 workers to register for 
ninth-grade courses in September. Although this is a figure higher than the one 
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last semester, it is infinitely below the requirements, taking into account the 
number of people we have to graduate, the duration of the course, and the rela- 
tively short time between now and the last year of the 5-year term. As a matter 
of fact, if we add up the numbers of workers to be registered next September and 
in February 1982, the labor unions in the province of the City of Havana must get 
no less than 85,000 students to go to the classrooms, to study, by that deadline; 
this figure represents only 70 percent of the total number to be graduated during 
the 5-year term, which comes to 122,000 workers. 


We are sure that this new battle will likewise go forward with renewed zest, just 
as during the fight for the sixth grade in this province, with the same enthusiasm, 
sense of responsibility, intelligence, and wealth of initiative; in this case, this 
new battle involves the great responsibility of graduating all workers in the 

City of Havana who have an aptitude for study. 


This is a very serious commitment which you undertook when you signed the municipal 
‘ documents for victory in the sixth grade. Since this is so, success in this 
endeavor will demand the adoption of multiple forms of study organization in keeping 
with the specific aspects of the various territories and sectors existing here. 


We can say with satisfaction that the CTC and the Ministry of Education worked to 
find the technical teaching solutions which provide a response to the various 
special features and situations that might arise in this battle. 


- We can indeed say with satisfaction that the CTC and the Ministry of Education have 

worked hard to come up with the technical teaching solutions that provide a response 
to the various special aspects and situations that might present themselves in this 

battle. 


The conditions have already been created and the various ways of study are already 
functioning, with the exception of the free convocations which will begin shortly, 
thanks to the effort being made by the comrades at the Ministry of Education by 
drafting the textbooks which are absolutely necessary for the success of the free 
convocations. 


But we must always keep in mind that it is not enough to create these ways of study. 
What good would those ways of study be if we did not utilize them to the full ex- 
tent of their potential? This is why we cannot deny the need for being constantly 
alert in order creatively to apply the various ways or forms of study at labor, 
municipal, provincial, and labor union centers. 


There is no doubt that the moment demands a maximum effort and extreme vigor in 

the actions to be developed so as to win in this undertaking of ours which involves 
greater technical and organizational complexity; that will force us to introduce 
creative and revolutionary solutions to the problems and to remove anything that 
can be an obstacle to this objective which, in the City of Havana is of even 
greater importance as compared to the country's other provinces because this is 
where we have the heaviest concentration of industrial and service workers in the 
country aud because we also have a vast number of workplaces with two or three 

work shifts. 


This is why we cannot delay any longer in working together with all of the authori- 


ties that share responsibility in this task; this is why we must draft the general 
and special strategies that will facilitate the progress of registered students 
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and graduates. In this sense, the role played by the administrative agencies is 
of inestimable significance; more particularly, we are talking here about the 
instructors who have the task of fighting not only to achieve technical qualifica- 
tion but also to achieve cultural advancement among the workers. We believe that 
it is absolutely necessary to strengthen and expand the participation of the admin- 
istrative agencies even more in the battle for the ninth grade, together with the 
labor unions. This must be manifested through practical and precise actions, 
through the application of various measures aimed at providing impetus, at inspec- 
tions and checkups on this activity, both through visits to classrooms or schools, 
contacts with the worker-students, or through the analysis of the progress of the 
battle which is being carried out in the executive bwards of the various organiza- 
tions, enterprises, or budgeted units. We must also strengthen to the utmost the 
technical teaching activities which will permit the workers to become skilled wor- 
kers starting with the sixth grade and simultaneously to acquire the level of 
worker secondary school. In other words, we must use, as another important way of 
study, our polytechnical schools and the training resources of the administrative 
agencies so that people might obtain the ninth grade also through skilled worker 
training courses. 


In this struggle to achieve large numbers of registered students and graduates we 
must absolutely first of all have the support and the readiness of the labor union 
and administrative leaders who are capable but who do not yet have a ninth-grade 
education, We must not fail to mention the encouraging example of the labor union 
and administrative leaders who joined this effort to provide impetus and to attract 
the rest of the workers to this study effort. 


They must be the first to register, to attend classes, and to graduate! 


As you know, numerous general municipal and provincial meetings have been held 
throughout the land to provide impetus for the battle for the ninth grade. 


Here are some of the problems or difficulties that have come up: 
Deficient control and supervision of some offices and labor union sections, as well 
as the absence of systematic, profound, and demanding work in certain provincial 


and municipal labor unions which had an effect in terms of the failure to achieve 
registration targets and to get a good retention rate. 


Poor functioning of ninth-grade competition at the base. Lack of knowledge on the 
part of the students and teachers in this competition effort and delay in the 
delivery of moral and material incentives. Deficiencies in organization of mid- 
way and final checkups and in the selection of those who attained the training 
objectives and those who were most outstanding. 

Very low number of graduates. 

Dissemination of information on the battle is poor and insufficient. 


Difficulties in supplying the material study base. 


Deficiencies and insufficiencies in teaching-methodological care given in classrooms 
and schools. 


Closing of classrvoms due to low attendance; shortage of teachers or absence of 
budget funds. 
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Dropouts due to problems involving working hours, transportation, widely scattered 
homes, and other causes. 


Failure to make maximum use of the capacities of the regular network of SOC [Workers 
and Peasants Secondary School], failure to use all ways of study. 


Lack of support on the part of some administrative agencies, poor participation by 
worker-teachers in the methodological preparation and poor functioning of labor 
union delegates in classrooms where workers studied. 


In general, these problems in essence are a natural consequence of the complexity 
and enormous magnitude of the battle for the ninth grade. 


Generally speaking, these problems essentially are a natural consequence of the 
complexity and tremendous magnitude of the battle for the ninth grade. 


It is logical to think that, if the target were not really up to what a people in 
revolution can do, we would not be facing those situations. The most important 
thing however is not to realize that they exist. The decisive factor involves the 
determination, readiness, and courage to face those situations and to resolve them. 


Emotional weapons are not enough in this struggle; we must also be ready at any 
moment to make maximum use of our intelligence in properly tackling the difficulties 
that may obstruct the great undertaking of coming out victoriously in the battle 

of the ninth grade by 1985. 


We must as of now start to use precise language so as to respond to all of the 
particular aspects that may present themselves in the labor union sections, in the 
offices, in the municipal and provincial labor unions, as well as in the townships 
and provinces of the CTC. On the basis of attaining our production targets and 
our defense objectives, we must apply all of the variations and strategies that 
enable the workers to study and to obtain a ninth-grade education. 


There is no doubt that a tenacious effort is required on the part of the workers. 
It is not easy for adults to work and study at the same time. But practice shows 
that, when willpower prevails and when there is a determination to learn, there are 
no obstacles among the representatives of the working class and among the workers 
when it comes to win in their studies. 


There are those who want to study and to discharge the pledges they have undertaken 
but they are running into obstacles because they are always being mobilized or 
being assigned to certain tasks which interfere with their permanent location or 
their regular attendance in class. 


There are female comrades whose work makes it impossible for them to study regularly 
and who furthermore have household chores or little children. 


There are quite a few male or female workers with rotating working hours or who 
live in places that are far away and where there are no classrooms or secondary 
schools near their homes or their workplace. 


There are cases of hard-working comrades who got their sixth-grade diploma quite 
some time ago and who do not understand the content of the study programs as they 
report to the SOC classrooms; and so they drop out. 
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These are some of the negative phenomena which have arisen in our daily work and 
which can be eliminated if we together devote ourselves to seeking adequate solu- 
tions. In these cases we must creatively apply the necessary initiatives and we 
must suitable use the various forms of study. The standard of daily and night-time 

work, of permanent and systematic work to be done, tells us that, right now, every 

suitable worker without a ninth-grade diploma must be studying! There is no other 
alternative! We cannot wait any longer; time is short! We must place special 

emphasis on those cases which are on the lowest level of school education and which 

must go through four semesters in the worker secondary school. It is necessary and 

useful to develop a vigorous and broad movement of review and knowledge consolida- 

tion throughout the country so that both those who attend the regular courses or 

the special meetings as well as those who turn up for the free convocations review 

and study the material systematically. 


The slogan for this movement will be: "Each labor union section with its own review 
group!" 


Here, the teachers and professors of the Labor Union of Workers in Education and 
Science will be able to help and contribute toward impetus in the battle for the 
ninth grade; they did such a fine job in the battle for the sixth grade through 
the organization of the Salvador Garcia Aguero Brigade. The pedagogical-revolu- 
tionary principle which emerged along with the literacy drive is; "The person 
who knows more must teach the one who knows less." This slogan will now acquire 
even greater dimension and we are sure that the technicians, professional specia- 
lists, and all workers, who are able to help their other comrades, will participate 
in this great movement of constant review for those who do not have a ninth-grade 
education. This cooperation will extend to the family or the home when the young 
high school or college preparatory school students also make their contribution to 
this review effort, to clearing up doubts, or to firming up the knowledge of their 
parents and other close relatives. 


As we said earlier, this moment calls for great responses. This is why our last 
National Committee meeting approved the proposal to the effect that, between the 
semesters beginning in September 1981 and February 1982, we register 70 percent of 
the workers who must be graduated in this teaching effort during the present five- 
year term, in other words, that we register no less than 482,000 workers between 
both of these school terms. 


The positive examples which we observe among scores of thousands of workers and 
teachers who, with their labor union and administrative leaders, confront the dif- 
ficulties and complex situations that arise in this battle, enable us to look for- 
ward to success in the undertaking of the labor union movement together with the 
Ministry of Education and other govenment agencies and the related mass organiza- 
tions directed by our party. 


We cannot fail to mention the significant role which socialist competition can play 
in this process in the battle for the ninth grade which must be stepped up tre- 


mendously. 


We cannot fail to mention the significant role which socialist competition can play 
in this battle for the ninth grade which must be stepped up in a superlative form. 
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It is indispensable for the competition plan in the battle for the ninth grade to 
be widely known to the workers; in the heat of the battle they must spell out and 
sign pledges to join up and go to the classrooms, to stay in class, to attend lec- 
tures, and to stick with it until victory has been declared in this battle. The 
fighting enthusiasm of the workers could be motivated through the coordination of 
competition challenges between labor union sections, labor union offices, municipal 
and provincial organizations of labor unions, and between the municipal and pro- 
vincial sections of the CTC. 


But if competition is to attain its objective it must be accompanied by efficient 
information dissemination. We must therefore use all possible means at each work- 
place: bulletin boards, posters, permanent radio facilities, mobile radio facili- 
ties to support the irreplaceable personal effort trough individual conversations 
with suitable workers who can report to these class. -oms, and during assemblies 

and meetings to be held by departments, brigades, and work shifts. With a similar 
objective in mind we must use the mass communications media in the particular place, 
province, and throughout the nation. As you know, and as everybody knows, our 
fatherland will be holding the Tenth World Labor Union Congress in February of the 
coming year. To hail this tremendous event of the workers on a worldwide scale, 

the registration and graduation figures we attain will be called Registration and 
Graduation for the Tenth Congress of the WFTU. For this purpose, this general meet- 
ing must constitute the first point of departure in achieving the predicted figures 
for registration and classroom attendance, to be attained next September and in 
February of next year; after that we must continue to emphasize actions aimed at 
promoting the struggle for retention, attendance, and graduation. 


During this year of the 20th anniversary of victory in the Bay of Pigs, the workers 
in the City of Havana through concrete facts demonstrated their readiness to accom- 
plish the production and defense tasks. 


It is our conviction that, in this beautiful and great battle which we have ahead 
of us for the ninth grade, we will also witness the indomitable fighting determina- 
tion and the will to win on the part of the workers of Havana who realize that this 
in essence is "a great economic necessity" as comrade Fidel put it. 


It only remains for me to tell you that you must maintain this spirit of victory 
and that you must continue to walk the road of success in the construction of 
socialism. 


We must attain the registration and graduation goals in honor of the tenth congress 
of the World Labor Union Federation! Long live the working class! Long live the 
glorious Communist Party of Cuba! Long live Fidel! Fatherland or death! We shall 
win! 
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Equipment Use, Maintenance Problems 
Havana 3AJADORES in Spanish 15 Jul 81 p 4 


[Speech by Roberto Veiga, Secretary-General, CIC [Central Organization of Cuban 
Trade Unions], Alternate Member, Political Bureau: "The Labor Union Movement Has 
High Hopes in You, in Your Work Capacity, in your revolutionary and class con- 
sciousness, and it always expects a timely, firm, and concrete response in the 
coming drive to prepare the soil for cold planting") 


[Speech delivered during the meeting of land clearing workers 
on 11 July 1981. ] 


Dear comrades: 


We are happy to have an opportunity to meet here with more than 100 equipment oper- 
ators involved in preparing the sugar cane land and who participate in this meeting 
to represent more than 8,000 workers at this first national meeting organized by 
the Sugar Worker Union. 


We have kept tabs on the extraordinary effort made by you in soil preparation work. 
You were first when it came to cold-planting last year and after that, more re~ 
cently, during the tremendous effort connected with the great spring cane planting 
drive, when the whole country wrote one of the most beautiful pages in our produc- 
tion effort, when we planted more than 30,000 caballerias of sugar cane. This was 
the biggest planting drive in our history. 


To achieve this feat, the work done by you during the months prior to that was 
decisive. 


In the central report which we made to the 42nd Meeting of the National Council of 
the CTC, in March of this year, we said: "We are above happy to report the extra- 
ordinary effort made by the soil preparation workers. This was an enormous and 
almost always anonymous effort." 


Looking at the machete men,the cart driver, the combine operators, and other com- 
rades who did outstanding work in the harvest, these men were the object of due 
recognition on that occasion and they were given moral and material incentives; 

we reflected deeply on that and we concluded that we should act likewise in relation 
to the operators concerned with soil preparation; during that council meeting, we 
stressed the need for analyzing the advisability of including them in the sugar 
harvest incentive plan. 


You know that thousands of articles were distributed during that harvest among the 
most outstanding members of the cutting, hoisting, and pulling forces, as well as 
the workers at the sugar mills. 


We awarded more than 80,000 prizes with a variety of options, including the tradi- 
tional incentives, as well as others, such as automobiles, motorcycles, air condi- 
tioning units, home furniture, construction materials, and free trips to socialist 
countries. It seemed only fair to us that you should also he able to pick some of 
those incentives for the future. 
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To be able to do that, the Sugar Labor Union will conduct a vigorous, enthusiastic, 
and aggressive competition drive among you so as to enhance the magnitude of the 
collective and individual effort of this labor force which is so important to the 
accomplishment of future plans. 


The harvest checkups must include soil preparation activities. 


One of the objectives behind the convening of this meeting is the search for a com- 
petition method which would help motivate and which would help us each day achieve 
greater production and productivity and to increase the interest in work results. 


We must make sure that, during the harvest checkups, when the winners in the res- 
pective categories are announced, we also include soil preparation activities. The 
people must know who the advanced team is, along with the most outstanding enter- 
prise, the most outstanding operator, as well as the province that leads the others 
during the months when this evaluation is being carried out. 


By way of proper recognition of the effort made and the results obtained by you 
during the last campaign, we allocated 50 automobiles with the right to a purchase 
option, for the 50 best scil preparation operators. Surely, among the comrade 
delegates attending this meeting, there are some who were able to win that right. 


We know that selection began from the bottom up; we searched in the provinces and 
we rigorously analyzed throughout the nation. This task was difficult because of 
the large number of comrades who achieved outstanding results so that they were 
included in the report. 


We might have an operator who was selected and whose achievement, in absolute terms, 
was less than that of another worker but we also had to take into account the type 
of equipment he operated. You know that it is not the same thing to operate a new 
piece of equipment witn higher power, on the one hand, and, on the other hand, a 
C-100 or a DT-75 whore useful life is practically over and we all know that the 
operation of this ec.ipment is possible only through self-denial, willpower, and 
hard work on the perc of the operator. 


There are many tractors which are in active use as a result of the revolutionary 
consciousness of the workers who operate them. If this were not so, then the 
equipment would have fallen apart a long time ago. By keeping this in mind, we 
also included those tractor drivers among the individuals to attend this event 
and who were offered the right to purchase an automobile. 


Land Preparation Quality Still Presents Difficulties 


There are many examples of self-denial among the thousands of agricultural machinery 
workers who work without interruption for many long days and who enabled us to be 
successfu. in the tough soil preparation plan drawn up for this phase. That is 

no easy thing. It was necessary to spend many sleepless hours, to give up many 
hours of rest and these men also had to live far from their families. Neither the 
cold of the night or the early morning, nor the dust, the noise, or the loneliness 
broke your iron willpower to win this decisive battle, thus producing admiration 

and respect from the people and appreciation from our party. 
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In spite of this situation which attests to the extraordinary advances achieved, 
we also observe some deficiencies taken up at this meeting and others which were 
the subject of an analysis by the labor union and the MINAZ [Ministry of the Sugar 
Industry]. 


The quality of soil preparation still presents difficulties. In many places, the 
cane fields are being plowed in line, that is, above the furrow. When we do that, 

as you know, the tractor suffers much since the plow has two or three discs, break- 
ing the soil up deeply, while the others leave a ragged border. It is precisely 

this border which is most compacted by the action during the harvest. Afterward, 
when the crossing is made in that part of the land, which is rougr the prism appears 
as if the soil had indeed been broken up. 


We detect strips in the junctions of the ridges. In them we find we plantings of 
cane as happened in some cases in the fields at Barbados 4362; this, as we know, 
is a variety hit by rust. This can be observed when the field has been broken up 
for several days and when we begin to see the runners. 


There are problems with the adjustment of the tool which causes deficient plowing. 
On many occasions, at the beginning of the fields, we note that the work lacks the 
proper quality and that the edges have not been properly cleared and the stones 
were not removed. 


Need to Achieve Optimum Equipment Utilization 


As for the organizational aspect, we have detected deficiencies which we must 
eliminate during the next campaign so as to achieve optimum equipment utilization. 


Here are the main problems that were detected: There was no efficient utilization 
within the equipment utilization and organization system. Spontaneity was present 
on numerous occasions. In many cases the equipment was underutilized, for example, 
we had four tractors where only two were needed. 


Another problem which must be solved involves the double shift. We must counteract 
the resistance to organizing the double shift and we must eliminate such narrow- 
minded criteria as "this is my tractor." There are those who prefer to work 16 

or 18 hours and they do not want any other comrade to use the tractor. When this 
happens, the equipment is underutilized, although it should be used 24 hours. On 
the other hand, when the worker has such a long work schedule, there is much risk 
involved. This may affect his health and the declining productivity curve is more 
obvious now. 


There are as a matter of fact tractors which have no headlights and they cannot be 
operated at night; but every new tractor, such as the Komatsu and the K-700 tractors, 
as well as other equipment units, their technical condition permitting, must be 
operated on double shifts. 


Another shortcoming has to do with the lack of skill on the part of some operators. 
Sometimes, due to pressure of work, we give a piece of equipment to an operator 
who does not meet the minimum requirements in terms of operating knowledge. 











Work Safety Is an Aspect We Must Start Considering During the Coming Months 


Another question we have to analyze has to do with the connection between work 
results, on the one hand, and the wages of the crew chfef and the mechanics, on 
the other hand. We must conduct the corresponding studies to evaluate the possi- 
bility of allowing this claim. 


Work safety is an aspect we must also begin to consider during the coming months. 


It is inadmissible for operators to be exposed to inclement weather because the 
tractors do not have tops. We all know that this situation can be resolved with 
a little bit of determination. On some occasions, the workers must put up empty 
fertilizer bags, cardboard, nylon bags, and other things to protect themselves 
against the sun. They were issued goggles this year. This helps alleviate the 
irritations to the eyes resulting from dust and soot. 


The labor union must fight to make sure that you will be able, each day, to do your 
work under the best possible conditions in accordance with our possibilities. 


During the past harvest drive, we solved some problems relating to rations. There 
were cases when chow wagons were built so that food could be consumed hot and so 
that the workers would get cold water. They were assigned a quota of coffee as well 
as other items facilitating the work. 


There were difficulties with clothing and shoes. Right now we are analyzing the 
possibility of including you in the distribution of better-quality clothing which 
will be supplied to the other harvest workers. 


We ust raise the skill level and the cultural level of the operators. 


In listing the difficulties, we must report the lack of skill qualification neces- 
sary for the operators as being one of the most outstanding factors here. The 
introduction of ever more complex equipment in all sugar can activities calls for 
workers with a higher cultural level and with the ability adequately to assimilate 
the advances of science and technology. 


Right now, after having victoriously completed the battle for the sixth grade, we \ 
have begun the new battle for the ninth grade. 


It is the intention of the labor union movement to make sure that more than 700,000 
workers will be graduated in 1985. This is no easy task but we will do the job. 


Among the soil preparation operators we have a large number of youngsters who con- 
stitute a formidable source for boosting the hard working army of workers who join 
in the task of continuing education. We know the difficulties you face by virtue 
of the nature of your work but your interest in studies must prevail over all in- 
conveniences. 


The labor union and the MINAZ must seek and find ways to facilitate your access to 
the classrooms; they must use teachers who can move along with the harvest crew, 
mobile classrooms, etc., in other words, they must create the indispensable conditions 
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to make sure that operators with an education below the ninth grade will be able 
to register, to attend classes, and to graduate by the specific deadlines. 


The cultural level is decisive at this time and it will be even much more decisive 
in the future when it comes to being able to occupy positions of greater complexity 
and responsibility. The big tractors, the harvester combines, and other modern 
equipment units can be operated in an optimum fashion only by those who have a 
higher educational level. 


Competition must be at the center of labor union activities. 


One problem you have to solve has to do with the production meetings and the way 

in which people must participate. There are quite a few meetings which are being 
held in the district or in the workshop without your participation. Sometimes this 
is due to the long distance or the lack of transportation and so on; there is a 
rather obvious absence on the part of land clearing operators at those meetings. 

We must review general methodology to figure out the possibility of holding the 
meeting within the crew and with all of its members present. This is a complex 
task but we must find a practical solution. 


Dear comrades: 


Right now, the equipment and machinery are being repaired so that we may, during 
the coming months, carry out the plowing phase for cold planting. 


More than 6,000 tractors will participate in this great battle, from the powerful 
Komatsu tractors to the smallest ones. All of them, without exception, must be 
used to the maximum extent of their potential. 


There has to be competition at the labor union's work center. It is of the utmost 
importance to organize it, to develop it, to provide impetus, and to bring it to 
the most remote corner of the sugar cane enterprise so that it may become a con- 
scious thing and a matter of honor for each member in providing impetus, vigor, 
and enthusiasm for the entire work collective whose members have the great respon- 
sibility of creating the conditions for the coming sugar harvest. 


Technical maintenance on tractors must be done in time and properly. 


Finally we want to emphasize some aspects on which the MINAZ and the SNTA [National 
Sugar Workers Union] have been working; this has to do with the care that must be 
given to machirery and to soil preparation by the men involved in this activity. 


1. Perform technical maintenance on tractors and tools within determined periods 
of time (daily and planned) with the proper quality and at the proper time, so as 
to achieve a higher technical safety index and therefore a longer machine operating 
time. 


2. Repairs must be accomplished rapidly and with proper quality to reduce idle 
time due to equipment failure. 


3. Support equipment (fuel and water pipes, hoisting mechanisms, machetes, etc.) 
must be given better care both in operation and handling because these important 
items must be available when needed. 
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4. Equipment must be properly coupled (that is, the tractor and the tools) so that 
we may achieve better work quality and technical safety in equipment units. 


5. Strict implementation of soil preparation technologies aimed at the various types 
of soils. This will give us better quality in the various cultivation activities 
and better machinery utilization. 


6. We must do high-quality work as required by the standards for each type of soil. 
It is very important to work at the correct depth and to maintain the proper time 
interval between plowing runs, not leaving any ragged edges. As far as harrowing 
is concerned, we must not leave any areas without correct soil loosening. Living 
stumps lead to a mixture of varieties which can be very dangerous above all when 
you want to eliminate varieties susceptible to diseases. Deficient loosening of 
the soil leaves it in poor condition for planting and retention of moisture, etc., 
and that leads to bad germination. 


7. Correctly adjust tools to facilitate adequate work, to achieve greater producti- 
vity and less equipment failure. 


Dear comrades, 


The labor union movement has high hopes in you, in your work capacity, in your 
revolutionary and class consciousness, and as always expects a timely, firm, and 
concrete response from you during the next soil preparation drive for cold planting. 
I want to congratulate you. Fatherland or death! We shall win! 


5058 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


GOVERNMENT'S LOAN TALKS WITH IMF CONDEMNED BY DOUGLAS 


Bridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 2 Aug 81 p 3 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


ROSEAU, Dominica, 
Saturday (CANA) — Former 
Dominican Finance Minister 
Michael Douglas has, con- 
demned the government's 
decision to negotiate a $37 
million dollars loan from the 
International dollars loan from 
,the. International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) Sree tte, For 
be more hardships for 
Dominicans. 

Mr. Douglas made the 
criticism in his contribution to 
the $143.7 million budget- 
presented in Parliament on 
Tuesday a Minister, 


ment for negotiating the 
mme. He . said 
inicans were not involved 
fully the negotiations. 
He said that government had 
‘in its typical dictatorial fashion 
run to sign an agreement with 
the IMF, then when the crunch 
is beginning to come it rushes to 
involve the trade unions into 
accepting the IMF guidelines’. 
Last year, Dominica entered 
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into a three-year agreement 
with the fund under which the 
IMF required that government 
implement a wage freeze of 10 
per cent every year for the next 
three years within the public 
service and halt subsidies to all 
statutory boards. 


Trade unions and private 
sector organisations have been 
meeting here to discuss the IMF 

delines following a request 
the government. 


government ig into hee 
a t 

ae the country into a trap 
and is being ordered around by 
the IMF. 

Talking about the island's 
banana industry, Mr. Dou 
said that nt steps 
needed now to bring the industry 
back on stream. 

He said that the industry was 


infested with the leaf spot 


Miss "Charles 

, in presenting 
the budget, said that the 
agreement with the fund was 
vital for the government to 
continue its economic 
programmes. 


DOMINICA 








COUNTRY SECTION DOMINICA 


BRIEFS 


BUDGET APPROVAL--Roseau, Sun: (CANA)--The Dominica Parliament last night approved 
the island's 1981-82 budget of $143.7 million with the question of the assistance 
from the International Monetary Fund (IMF) dominating the four-day debate. Oppo- 
sition parliamentarians challenged the government's decision to obtain a $37 
million loan from the IMF over a three-year period, while government MPs con- 
tended that it was necessary for the country to survive. In her rebuttal last 
night, Prime Minister Eugenia Charles reiterated that the country needed the IMF 
assistance. "We required urgent and immediate help. We saw eye to eye with the 
IMF." But she warned: "It is necessary for us to earn more and cut down on 
expenditure and waste like what we had before. The IMF has given hope to Domi- 
nica," said the Prime Minister, noting that the loan "If used properly will put 
us back on our feet... and we will not go back to the IMF. She explained that 
the measures which her government and the IMF had agreed upon were measures her 
administration would have imposed regardless of whether or not IMF had come to 
the country's assistance. [Text] [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 

10 Aug 81 p 5] 


CSO: 3025/202 
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COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


JOINT COMMUNIQUE ON SOVIET PEACE COMMITTEE'S VISIT 
St George's THE NEW JEWEL in English 16 Jul 81 p 6 


[Text] Joint communique of the Soviet Peace Committee delegation and the 
Grenada Peace Council. 


In response to the invitation of the Grenada Peace Council, a delegation of the 
Soviet Peace Committee, composed of K. A. Khachaturov, Deputy Chairman of the 
Management Board of the Novosti press Agency and V. K. Zubrev, officer of the 
Soviet Peace Committee, visited Grenada between July 10 through July 12, 1981. 


In the course of the meeting that took place with executive members of the Gre- 
nada Peace Council, the representatives of the Soviet Peace Committee expressed 
their solidarity with the Grenada Revolution and the struggle of the people of 
Grenada who under the guidance of the People's Revolutionary Government have 
embarked on a course towards an independent development of their country. 


The countries noted the significant importance of the effort the peace loving 
public has been exerting in preserving and consolidating detente, curbing the 
arms race, and ensuring a general and stable peace on earth. 


A serious concern was voiced in connection with the growth of international 
tensions, the continuing attempts of the most reactionary forces and circles 
of imperialism, Reagan administration and the multinational corporations in 
the first place, to ignore the will of the peoples and, in effort to preserve 
their domination, to resort to the policy of threats and stabilisation of pro- 
gressive regimes, to provoke conflicts in various parts of the world. 


Both sides have condemned the campaign of slander unleashed by the American 
imperialism against the people of Nicaragua and Grenada. They resolutely ex- 
pressed themselves against the interference in the internal affairs of states 
by the imperialist forces under the guise of spurious assertions that it is 
necessary to wage the struggle against the "snternational terrorism," but which 
is directed in reality towards suppressing the national-liberation movements. 


The sides expressed their solidarity with the just struggle of the peoples of 
Salvador, Guatemala and other countries in Latin America and the Caribbean 
against reaction, for freedom, democracy and social progress. 


In the course of the exchange of views grave concern was expressed in connec- 
tion with the build-up of the American military presence in Central America 











and the Caribbean, which destabilizes the situation and creates a threat to 
peace and security in this region. 


The sides expressed the vital importance of creating of the zone of peace in 
the Caribbean that corresponds to the interests of all states of the region. 


The Grenada side pointed to the importance of the new peace initiatives advanced 
by the 26th CPSU Congress, which represent a complex of concrete measures aimed 
at making the international climate healthier, achieving a deeper detente pre- 
venting a nuclear war, and contains proposals for curbing the arms race. It 

was also noted that the Appeal of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR to Parliaments 
and Peoples of the World calling on them to contribute towards starting negotia- 
tions with a view to preventing a new round of the rocket-nuclear weapons have 
provided yet another demonstration of the resolutions of the Soviet people to 
struggle for preserving peace on earth. 


Both sides have expressed themselves in favour of an all-round support for the 
World Council of Peace in the struggle for peace and social progress and also 
expressed their readiness to contribute to a further strengthening of its prin- 
ciples and contribute to a greater effectiveness of its work. 


A satisfaction was expressed in connection with the establishment of the friendly 
bilateral relations between the Soviet Peace Committee and the Grenada Peace 
Council, and the sides expressed themselves in favour of a further widening of 
the links of this kind by way of mutually informing each other and exchanging 
delegations on a bilateral basis regularly. 


CSO: 3025/197 








COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


BISHOP IN RADIO TALK WARNS OF DENGUE FEVER DANGER 
Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 4 Aug 81 p 3 


[Text] St George's, Grenada, Monday (CANA)--Prime Minister Maurice Bishop has 
called on Grenadians to heighten their awareness about the threat posed to the 
country by dengue fever. 


The Prime Minister who is also responsible for health, made the cali Friday night 
in a radio interview. 


Mr Bishop said that dengue fever which had broken out in some Caribbean islands 
such as Cuba, Martinique and Guadeloupe, was posing a real threat to Grenada. 


He explained that Grenada was faced with a possible outbreak of the disease be- 
cause "there is a flow of visitors to our country and of Caribbean people moving 
from one island to another." 


"I think the problem has been that our people have not as yet realised the exact 
extent and scope of the threat we face," he said. 


Mr Bishop said that the Grenada Government was particularly concerned about a 
possible outbreak of Dengue Fever on the Grenadine Ward island of Carriacou, 
which is administered by the government here, is expected to pay host to a 
number of visitors from throughout the Caribbean many of whom can be carrying 
symptoms of the disease. 


He also said that the situation on the Ward Island was of grave concern to 
health officials in Grenada because of the lack of pipe borne water in 
Carriacou. 


"Obviously, with the free flow of traffic between Grenada and our sister island 
of Carriacou, the disease could very easily hit our country Grenada," he added. 


The Prime Minister disclosed that there were a few suspected cases of Dengue 
Fever in Grenada and said "we cannot become complacent about this question. 


"I think that our people need to understand that there is a threat. I think 
they need to understand that the Dengue Fever kills people, especially children 
and young adults. 


55 








"People also need to understand that there is no vaccination they can receive 
in advance to stop the disease from coming," Mr Bishop said. 


He, however, noted at this time there was no need for Grenadians to be alarmed 
over the possibility of an outbreak of the killer disease. 


"We have a relative low infestation rate. In fact, it is still an under five 
per cent rate,” he said. 


Mr Bishop announced that the Grenada Government will tomorrow be launching a 
massive clean-up campaign in an effort to prevent an outbreak of Dengue Fever 
on the island. 


He said the operation would involve the police, as well as members of the Peo- 
ple's Revolutionary Army (PRA), the militia, the National Youth Organisation 
(NYO), and the National Women's Organisation (NWO) . 


Mr Bishop also said that "our people have to raise their consciousness about 
the need to stop littering, to stop throwing garbage and rubbish all about. 


"Tt's a bad habit that people in the Caribbean generally I would say have. 
I think too for the future generally, people need to get more interested in 
an active and concrete way in public health and in finding out about diseases." 


CSO: 3025/197 


56 








COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


EDITORIAL ASSAILS U.S. ATTITUDE TO UNDO REVOLUTION 
St George's THE NEW JEWEL in English 16 Jul 81 p 2 
[Editorial: "An On-Going Threat"] 


[Text] Many people in Grenada are asking the following questions: How come 
the U.S. is always attacking poor little Grenada? How come every few months 
there is a new plot? When will the C.I.A. leave our people alone? When will 
our enemies give up? 


This is a difficult question to understand and even a more difficult question 

to explain. However, it is an extremely important question. The key to under- 
standing the question is this. The moment you make a revolution, U.S. imperial- 
ism never accepts you. They see it as a defeat for them for their economic 
interests, worldwide. 


They go all out to knock down your revo. They give themselves the job, the 
duty, to overthrow your process. It is not a part-time job. It is a full time 
job for them. They work night and day at it. 


Before March 13, 1979 (on March 12th, let us say), Grenada did not exist ina 
serious way in the thinking of U.S. Imperialism. 


At most, they may have had a file on Grenada stuck in a little corner of a 
little drawer. Grenada was not important because it was "safe" territory. 
Therefore, they were not doing anything to disrupt Grenada. 


The moment the revolution took place, the U.S. set up a whole department called 
the Grenada Counter-revolutionary Section with one objective only: to overthrow 
our revolutionary government. 


The minute you make a revolution whether in Cuba, Soviet Union, Poland, Angola, 
Nicaragua or Grenada, the U.S. government opens up a whole department against 
you. They work round the clock to knock you out. They do not work on Grenada 
once a year or once every six months or when they remember us. 


They have dozens of men and women working on Grenada full time, day and night. 
They do not take this task lightly. It is serious work. Just as you go to 
work in the factory or on the farm every morning at eight, just as you stu- 
dents study to pass your exams, just as you militia comrades take on your guard 
duty, so too these perverse criminals take their counter-revolutionary "work." 
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You know from your work plan that if you do not complete a task today you will 
continue with it tomorrow. Well, this is exactly how these people think and how 
they act as well. Therefore, it is not a question of the revolution shouting, 
"Wolf, Wolf, Wolf; plot, plot, plot." 


It is a case where the wolf is in fact always trying to crash the fence, always 
looking for a hole, an open door, a crack, a crevice to enter, damage and turn 
back Grenada's revolution. And even if you beat back the wolf this morning, the 
wolf will come back tonight. And even if you beat back the wolf tonight, the 
wolf will come back either later thatnight or in the morning. In fact it is 
not a question of one wolf. U.S. Imperialism is a pack of determined wolves 
surrounding every revolution full time. 


Some people think that if we stay quiet and "behave ourselves" imperialism will 
not attack or invade us. Nothing is further from the truth. When the people of 
the Soviet Union made their revolution, they pulled out of the world war and 
called for peace with all governments. They did not provoke the United States 
or give them any excuse to attack. Yet the United States government (and others) 
invade the Soviet Union. It was the same with the Guatemalan revolution in 

1954 and the imminent Dominican Republic revolution of 1965. Therefore, it is 
not a question of keeping quiet. 


Sometimes some people say it is because of elections. The imperialists and 

their allies push that line about Grenada vigorously. However, they overthrow 
Cheddi Jagan and Allende, two duly-elected governments. Therefore, whether you 
have elections or not is not the test. The test is whether you have a genuine 
revolutionary socialist programme or not. This is the issue that decided whether 
they invade you or not. 


Comrades, while it is true that the enemy of revolution is experienced, having 
been in this business for decades; while it is true he has developed a bag of 
tricks including the "free press" tactic; while it is true that he dominates 
the mass media; while it is true that he is still able through the skillful 
use of false propaganda to confuse and divide some sections of the people by 
preaching anti-Sovietism and anti-Cubanism (imperialist calls for "independent" 
socialism are nothing but a trick to separate a revolution from its brothers 
and natural friends and so to isolate and weaken that revolution); while it is 
true that the counter-revolutionary enemy is determined and resourceful, the 
truth of the matter is that the revolutionary forces have a large reservoir of 
strength to draw on. 


In the first place, revolutionaries are people of fighting mettle and courage. 
Secondly, the tricks of the enemy are now well-known to revolutionaries. 
Thirdly, we can learn from and draw support and solidarity from all our revo- 
lutionary brothers and allies. Fourthly, we have the organised support of the 
majority of society the working people whose just cause we are fighting. 


With these decisive strengths, let us continue to prepare to defeat the enemy 
not just today, not just tomorrow, but the following day and in the years ahead. 


CSO: 3025/197 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


RADIX CALLS FOR REDRESS OF AREA LEGAL IMBALANCES 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 5 Aug 81 p 3 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


the opening of the second 
Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM) Legal Affairs 
Ministers conference which 


colonialism, independence, - a 
the relevance of the legislative 
machinery inherited 


TS a eal 
He said this pressure seeks 


have the entire Caribbean ab- - 


command of history that we all 
examine the relevance of the 
legal system, and see. how it 
serves the masses of the people 
of the region,” be said.: 

t4e. Radix said ~ that as 
ministers responsible for legal 
affhirs ‘We have to assist in the 


orocess of seekina trans- | 
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formation of our societies from 
mirror copies to that which is 


most applicable and suitable to 


our develonment.” 

The Grenadian Minister 
aioe it a not a mere 

ilosophica exercise to 
determine whether the law is 
leader or whether the socio 
political norms which find their 
emodiment must prevail. 

“This is the tion which 


practitioners of the 
Caribbean are i ing 
today.’ he noted. ‘ 


Mr. Radix reaffirmed his 
Peoples Revolutionary 
Government (PRG) com- 
mitment to the regional in- 
tegration process. The PRG, he 
said, would always act to 

@ the interest of the 
people of the Caribbean. 


This is an irreversible 
commitment made by our 


government to the Caribbean 
— for the benefit of afl.” 
minister com 
tenor Of the EARICOM 
secretariat in assisting the 
LDCs in tackling problems of 
inadequate human ana material 
resources. He said the poverty 
of these islands was stark 


GRENADA 








COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


'THE NEW JEWEL' HAILS OECS AS POSITIVE STEP FOR UNITY 
St George's THE NEW JEWEL in English 8 Jul 81 p 2 


[Text] The Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) is now a reality. 
It was formally launched last Saturday, on the 8th anniversary of Cariconm, 
July 4. 


So far only two countries have ratified the instruments to formally institu- 
tionalise the OECS. They are Grenada and St Lucia. But all the five other 
states have remained firmly committed to making the OECS a reality after hav- 
ing worked together for over a decade within the West Indies Associated 
States (WISA) grouping. 


The OECS has been warmly welcomed by all Caricom States who feel that it will 
help to strengthen Caricom itself in all respects. This fact was reaffirmed 
here last week, during the Caricom Foreign Ministers Conference, when the min- 
isters and Caricom Secretary-General, Dr Kurleigh King, all expressed positive 
views about the OECS. 


The principles of the OECS allow for strengthening of cooperation and unity 
among the seven member-states in many respects. And as Cde Maurice Bishop, 
leader of the NJM, has often repeated, it will carry the struggle for the 
region's people one step ahead. 


The new Grenada has an impeccable record when it comes to working towards 
regional integration. Since the Revolution, the PRG has actively supported 

and workers towards regional unity in every possible regional and international 
forum. 


Within months of the Revolution, Grenada, St Lucia and Dominica signed the 
"Declaration of St George” at a ceremony here on July 14, 1979. This decla- 
ration comprises many principles which can go 4 long way towards the libera- 
tion of our people in the region. And these clauses can still be looked at 
by the OECS itself. 


In every way, the launching and establishment of the OECS is a positive 
development in our region. It remains for its principles to be followed, and 
the projected gains to be accomplished, so that the region's people can carry 
forward the task of regional integration. 


The "JEWEL" welcomes and hails the OECS. Forward Ever, to a unified Caribbean 
people. 


cso: 3025/197 60 








COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


BRIEFS 


AGRICULTURAL CENSUS--St. Georges, Grenada--Thursday (CANA)--The Grenada Government 
will this month launch an agricultural census, in preparation for the drafting of 
a new development plan for this vital foreign exchange earning sector. The 
Ministry of Agriculture in collaboration with the Ministry of Planning will conduct 
the census August 22-27. A spokesman for the Ministry of Agriculture said today 
the last agricultural census in Grenada was conducted in 1961 or 1962, with an 
update in 1975. But, some years ago, a fire at the Ministry of Agriculture 
destroyed most of these records. “In view of the fact that we are about to 

write up an agricultural development plan" the spokesman said, "plus the fact 
that, these days, we are busily involved in developing programmes and looking for 
assistance for agriculture." "We thought it best to do an agricultural census, 
which would provide us with up-to-date information on the agriculture sector." 

One of the developments expected to come out of the census is a farm register 
giving names and addresses and indicating the type of each operation. Specific 
attention will be paid to cocoa, nutmegs, bananas, fruit, roots and tubers, 

peas and corn, sugar cane, vegetables and coconuts. The census will produce 
i-formation on unutilised and under utilised lands. [Text] [Bridgetown ADVOCATE- 
NEWS in English 15 Aug 81 p 7] 


"PIONEER' CAMP--St. Georges, Grenada, Saturday (CANA)--The first ever camp for 
"Pioneers," children between the ages of 5 and 14 years was opened during the 
week by Grenada Prime Minister Maurice Bishop. Addressing the 175 assembled 
campers, Mr Bishop told them that living in Grenada today meant that they were 
part of a new process which was being built in the country and they were fortunate 
to be growing up in an atmosphere of freedom, which gave full rein to their 
creativity. "You are part of a revolution that is also young," he said, "A 
revolution that is under two-and-a-half years and, because of your own ages, it 
means that you can say that you and the revolution are growing and learning 
together and, therefore, you have a real task of helping to shape exactly what 
that revolution will be like 10 years from now." That is what the People's 
Revolutionary Government means when it says that Grenada's children, the 
"Dioneers" are the future of the revolution, he said. Bishap's PRG came to power 


in a coup in March 1979. The Pioneers camp, which is to last one month, is aimed 
at assisting in the development of sports and culture in the children, as well as 
developing their sense of patriotism, making them more aware of their role in the 
new society. [Text] [Bridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 16 Aug 81 p 3] 











GOVERNMENT WORKERS' RAISE--St Georges, Sun.--The Revolutionary Government (PRG) 
has signed an industrial agreement under which government employees will re- 
ceive an average of 17.3 per cent wage increase effective from January this 
year. The agreement also provides for increases of 10 per cent in 1982 and 
13.5 per cent in 1983. The agreement was signed yesterday by officials of the 
government and the three unions which have been negotiating jointly with the 
PRG. [Text] [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 10 Aug 81 p 5] 


TERRORISM CHARGES--St Georges, Sun (CANA)--Four more detainees in Grenada have 
been charged under the Prevention of Terrorism Act. They have been identified 
as Adrian Roberts, Ronald Lewis, Glenn Beggs, and Winston Simon. The charges 
allege that they assisted Kenneth Budhlall, Russel Budhlall and Roland Budhlall, 
persons alleged to have been involved in terrorist activity, in attempting to 
escape from Grenada. The Budhlalls, accused with four other persons of the 
bomb blast murders of June 19, 1980, were held in July last year by security 
forces on a small cay off Grenada's north east coast. The June 19 bomb inci- 
dent took place at a public rally where three persons were killed and nearly 
100 injured. The leadership of the People's Revolutionary Government were 
assembled not far from where the bomb was planted but none of them was injured. 
[Text] [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 10 Aug 81 p 5] 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


JAGAN IN BERBICE TOUR HITS BORDER DISPUTE AS PHONY 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 19 Jul 81 pp i, 2 


[Text] The economic crisis and the so-called Guyana-Venezuela border dispute 
were the main issues discussed by PPP General Secretary Dr Cheddi Jagan dur- 
ing a six-day tour of Berbice. 


The Guyanese leader addressed over one dozen public meetings in New Amsterdan, 
Canje, Rose Hall Town, Albion, Black Bush Polder and Upper Corentyne. He has 
also held several in-door meetings with fishermen, teachers, farmers as well 
as trade union and political activists. 


A highlight of a countrywide opposition campaign for a Living Wage and Democracy 
was a commemorative meeting in honour of Jagan Ramessar and Bholanauth Permanand 
who were killed by security forces on the Corentyne on July 16, 1973 when the 
PNC fraudulently returned itself to power. 


In a 90-minute address at New Amsterdam Dr Jagan charged that the Guyana gov- 
ernment has whipped up an almost hysterical campaign on the border issue. For 
the regime the border issue was capitalised on to: 


1) divert attention from the pressures imposed by the IMF; 

2) improve the PNC's image overseas; 

3) whip up support inside Guyana; 

4) divert attention from the wages issue; 

5) use Venezuela as a scapegoat for its failure to implement the Mazaruni 
hydroproject. 


Explained Dr Jagan: "Since June 1978 when the first agreement was signed with 
the IMF pressures have been applied on the government to solve the grave finan- 
cial and economic crisis at the expense of the working people. 


"The first agreement was terminated after the government failed to meet the 
financial ceilings imposed by the IMF. A new 3-year agreement was signed in 
1980, but production shortfalls led to the February 1981 budget with $14 mil- 
lion tax hikes and increases in prices of rice, electricity, fuel rates and 
water rates. 
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"In the second quarter of 1981 faced with serious production shortfalls in 
every sector of the economy and heavy indebtedness to the banking system, the 
regime in June revised the budge:. The tax axe fell again, this time with 
vehemence. The Venezuelan threat was a convenient excuse for the additional 
burdens imposed on the people." 


The PPP General Secretary said that theVenezuelan threat has also provided the 
regime with an opportunity to refurbish its image overseas, which had become 
tarnished since 1977 as a result of the use of the military against sugar, 
municipal and bauxite workers, the Jonestown massacre-suicide, the Walter 
Rodney assassination, the denial of newsprint to the MIRROR and CATHOLIC 
STANDARD, and the rigging of the 1978 referendum and the 1980 general and 
regional elections. 


"Now, the regime has mounted an international campaign, claiming that rich, 
powerful Venezuela is pouncing on small, struggling Guyana! By assuming a 
nationalistic-jingoistic position, the PNC hopes also to win support and to 
break out of its total isolation at home!" 


The Venezuelan threat is being used as an excuse to withhold payment of a living 
wage to workers. "In 1979 the exhortation was: do you want the $14 or free edu- 
cation; it changed in 1980: do you want the $14 or the Mazaruni project; now in 
1981: do you want the $14 Essequibo?" 


The border threat is being used to offer only a 7 per cent increase in wages, 
bringing the minimum wage to $12.36 per day at a time when four progressive 
unions in the TUC have called for a minimum wage of over $27 per day. 


Dr Jagan analysed the border quarrel and the intended purchase by Venezuela of 
sophisticated F 16 fighter planes from a deeper perspective of the geopolitical 
and strategic objectives of imperialism, notably US imperialism. 


Washington, he said, is not happy with the decisive shift in the world balance 
of forces--the loss of Mozambique, Angola, Guinea-Bissau; revolutions in 
Ethiopia, People's Yemen, Iran and Afghanistan; the revolutions in Nicaragua 
and Grenada the ouster of Patrick John in Dominica; the progressive military 
coup in Suriname, and progressive electoral victories in St Lucia, Aruba and 
Curacao. 


Concerned with these developments, particularly in its own "backyard," the 
ruling circles in Washington have become more hawkish. They have since staged 
a campaign against the Soviet menance in the Caribbe and against Cuba in parti- 
cular. Cuba is to be isolated after attacked. 


Dr Jagan revealed that Venezuela under Campins is on the same side in El 
Salvador with the US Reagan administration which is out to crush the Salvadorean 
revolution. Venezuela has also suspended diplomatic relations with Cuba. 


It is in this context that the proposed purchase of F 16 fighters by Veneziela 
must be seen. The bourgeois-controlled Venezuelan state is willing to supplant 
Brazil as the junior partner, as the gendarme or policeman, of imperialism in 
the hemisphere. 








The PPP Leader outlined the backward shift in the policies of the PNC regime, 
and asserted that US imperialism is most likely behind the Venezuelan threats 
to force the Burnham regime to move further to the Right, to open up the 
Mazaruni hydro-project to foreign capital and the transnational corporations, 
and to denationalise sugar and bauxite. 


Venezuela would wish to pressure Guyana into joint development of Essequibo, 
which would be tantamount to an economic takeover. 


Dr Jagan warned his Berbice audience to be on the watch against any sellout 
deals and concessions which the PNC might have in store. 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


EDITORIAL DISCUSSES POLITICAL PRESSURES BEHIND LOANS 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 7 Aug 81 p 6 


[Text] The Caribbean Development Bank has completed all negotiations for a 
Swedish grant of $5 million [US]. Since early this year the Bank had announced 
that its Board had given approval for accepting the grant. 


Recently the Bank's Board refused to accept American money given under a condition 
that Grenada be excluded from having use of it. This condition amounted to 
political discrimination and the Bank, refusing to comply with the discriminatory 
provisions, pointed out that its Charter prohibited it from applying political 
discriminations to its business. 


Our comment at that time was that the Bank's refusal was consistent with the 
political freedom in the region which it served. We said that the diversity 
of democratic patterns of regional governments was expressive of political freedom 
and that money given to the Bank should not be conditioned by political prejudice. 


The Swedish grant has followed significantly close on the principled stand which 
the Bank took in refusing to allow itself to be used as an instrument of political 
prejudice. We say cryptically that the Swedish grant, by inference, carries an 
endorsement of the Bank's refusal. 


Caribbean freedom lies not exclusively in the fundamental freedoms, such as the 
freedom of the citizen, the freedom and independence of the Judiciary, the freedom 
of mind and conscience of the jury, and restraints which governments have placed 
on themselves against a misuse of their power. 


Regional governments are free to pursue the ideology of their choice. People 
elect parties to form governments and the will of the people is inherent in 
the governments which serve them. 


When, therefore, a regional organisation like the C.D.B. puts into operation a 
policy of political partisanship it is, in the final analysis, nullifying the 
will of the people. 


In the light of the Swedish grant, the C.D.B. has lost little because of the stand 
it has taken. Indeed, this grant, following hard on the h els of the refusal, 
virtually confirms the Bank's stand and strengthens it to go forward and continue 
to function as a Bank free from political inhibitions in a region where democratic 
diversity is consistent with independence. 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


TUC SAYS WAGE PACT SAVED JOBS OF 17,000 WORKERS 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 13 Aug 81 p 20 


[Text] The Trade Union Congress has said that its acceptance of the interim pay 
relief has saved the jobs of 17,000 workers who would have been retrenched if 
the claim for 25 per cent interim payment was pressed. 


The Lead article in just published VOICE OF LABOUR, the official organ of the 
Guyana Trades Union Congress, explained that, according to Government figures, 
the TUC's claim would have cost approximately $28 million and would have 
resulted in massive retrenchment of 17.9 per cent of public sector employment. 
The TUC said apart from the non-payment of the $14 a day which fell due since 
January 1979, its position was that the cost of living had risen astronomically 
and that the workers should be paid commensurate wage increases. 


"The Government on the other hand, while agreeing that the cost of living had 
considerably increased, said that any increase beyond what it had finally agreed 
to on July 24 could only have been achieved by retrenchment which would mean 

the closing down of projects such as MMA, Tapakuma and Upper Demerara," the 
paper said. 


Commenting on the outcome of the talks, the TUC paper said: "It certainly should 
not have been unexpected therefore, that there would be a great deal of dis- 
satisfaction among the workers with the outcome of the wages negotiations." 


In another article the newspaper noted that the increases “fall very much below" 
the 25 per cent interim which the TUC had requested. "Nevertheless, since the 
increases agreed upon will represent interim pay instead of a once-for-all 
payment which the Government had originally offered, the TUC did not think it 
prudent to allow a breakdown in the negotiations to occur over the quantum, 


"The TUC's position still remains that in accordance with the 1977 Minimum Wage 
Agreement, $14 per day should form the basis for arriving at a new minimum wage," 
the paper added. 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


PPP STATEMENT CONDEMNS WAGE INCREASE AGREEMENT 
Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 14 Aug 81 p 3 


[Text] Georgetown, Cuyana, Thursday (CANA)--Guyana's Marxist Opposition People's 
Progressive Party (PPP) has strongly condemned an interim wage increase package 
agreed upon by the Government and the Trades Union Congress. 


In a statement, the PPP described as an act of provocation the deal, which gave 
workers increases ranging from seven to ten per cent from January to June this 
year. They will get a further increase between 10 and 12.5 per cent from June to 
December, also this year. 


According to the Opposition Party, the workers will not buy the regime's line of 
"less wages means more guns for defence. They may well advance this proposition. 
Less wage means less production, less production, less guns." 


This was taken here as a referendum to the Guyana Government's stepped up pre- 
parations to handle any conflict which arises out of neighbouring Venezuela's 
renewed claim to five-eighths of this country. 


The PPP added that the claim by the Ruling Peoples National Congress (PNC) that 

it could neither meet the G$14 a day minimum wage demand for 1979 nor the Trades 
Union Congress 25 per cent interim pay call because of financial constraint and 

defence preparations was both "dishonest and absurd." 


The PPP's irrefutable contention is that Government has the money to meet both 
these obligations and should in the national interest, the statement said. 


The Opposition Party said it was "strongly convinced that the Guyanese working 
people are, in the final analysis, the true custodians of our nation's 
sovereignty and territorial integrity." 


"For the PNC regime to cheat them of a living wage, fleece them further by 
additional taxes, harrass them with higher prices and slash their living standards 
constitute not only a brazen assault, but an act of national betrayal," the state- 
ment said. 


The official Opposition Party contended that the Government has only to work at its 
"over-bloated, high salaried, pampered parliamentary, ministerial and presidential 

bureaucracy" and compare their lot with the "wage frozen, tax harried and poverty- 

stricken working people" to know that the labour movement in the country ought not 

remain intransigent in the face of the continuing assault on its membership. 


The battle for a living wage and democracy is a battle for Guyana, the PPP said. 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


TUC CAVES IN TO PNC; WORKERS GET ONLY SMALL INCREASE 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 26 Jul 81 p l 


[Text] The Guyana Trades Union Congress has done it again. Under PNC pres- 
sures it has buckled and accepted, meekly, a sell-out wage deal in the form of 
small increases for the current year. 


The protracted negotiations between the PNC regime and the TUC have resulted in 
workers having to cope with the sky-rocketing cost-of-living on a paltry in- 
crease which is less than the $14 per day which the government refused to 
implement in 1979, under a previous agreement. 


The final position is that the TUC has agreed to accept the regime's offer of 
10 and 7 per cent increases on the present $11.55 per day. The 10 percent will 
be for sugar and bauxite workers and the 7 per cent for the rest of the public 
sector and government employees. This increase will be from January 1, 1981 

to June 30, 1981. From July 1 to the end of the year, this will change to 10 
and 12-1/2 per cent calculated on the $11.55 per day minimum and not on the 
amount being paid for the period January to June. 


In effect this means that the minimum wage will move to $12.35 and $12.70 
between January and June. From July to December it will be fixed at $12.70 and 
$12.99 per day. 


Both the negotiating parties are presently engaged in searching for the most 
convenient wording of statements to be publicly issued. On this delicate issue 
both sides want to fool the workers. 


The PNC regime, it is understood, regards the deal as being final. However, 
the TUC, in trying to keep a "good face," is bickering on the issue of whether 
the deal should be interim or not. Sources have indicated that the workers 
will be told that discussions will continue. 


The steady rise in the cost of living (COL) coupled with a virtual wage freeze 

since 1979 have led to strong demands for a new minimum wage. This year, after 
the regime announced changes in the budget, the cost of living is estimated to 

have gone up by not less than 30 per cent. 


Failing to restore any life into the economy, the PNC is digging holes to fill 
holes. The International Monetary Fund has succeeded in pressuring the ruling 
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elite into implementing a host of anti-working class measures. For doing 
this, the regime gains favour and much-needed loans from the imperialists. 


This policy is self-defeating since workers are not motivated to increase 
production and productivity. They are right to demand a bigger slice of the 
cake. However the PNC is attempting to cool off the steam by handing out 
pittances. And the TUC becomes its most reliable tool. 


Earlier in the year, top civil servants, who already earn salaries several 
times more than sugar and bauxite workers, were given increases of between 
32 to 39 per cent. Now it is understood that certain sections, especially, 
the police and other security forces, will benefit from the new increases 
plus higher allowances. Confidential sources said their house, travel, and 
other allowances, will go up steeply. In this way the regime continues to 
bribe the security forces which it needs more and more to keep it in power. 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


PNC STUDENTS OUSTED FROM CUBA FOR MISCONDUCT 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 26 Jul 81 pl 


[Text] Passengers about to board a Guyana-bound Cubana airline on Thursday 
last at the Jose Marti International Airport in Havana were witnesses to an 
unusual display of rowdy behavior and foul language involving four youths who 
were being escorted through Immigration by Cuban security men. 


The wild-e 1%, gaunt-faced youths jostled with their escorts, yelled at them, 
and in Eng... shouted four and five-letter words. 


The words eventually went around. The rowdy four were Guyanese who had gone 
to study in Cuba on scholarships from the Guyana government and the ruling 
People's National Congress. They were convicted of gang raping Cuban girls, 
sentenced to 30 years imprisonment, and before they experienced the full ef- 
fect of Cuban revolutionary justice, were being posted back to their native 
country. 


After they left Cuban territory and boarded the aircraft, they were 'taken over' 
by a Guyanese police officer. They sat towards the tail of the plane during the 
long haul to Guyana via Jamaica. 


Nothing has been heard about the young men since their return to Guyana on Thurs- 
day evening. Commissicner of Police Barker is unaware that any one had been 
deported from Cuba. He does not know whether a Guyanese cop had been assigned 

to escort the felons back home. 


The Foreign Ministry does not know if Guyanese had been sent back from Cuba. 
Foreign Minister Jackson ‘cannot remember from memory’ anything in connection 
with the PNC students. 'I have to investigate,’ he promised. 


Reports about the misdemeanour of PNC students in Cuba are legion, and so tco 
is the abuse of Cuban hospitality. News that the four had violated Cuban 
laws, and had been punished, reached Guyana several months ago. However, PNC 
officialdom remained mum on the matter which could place in jeopardy the rela- 
tions between the friendly peoples of Guyana and Cuba. 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


VILLAGE WATER SUPPLIES TO BE RATIONED TO 12 HOURS 
Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 9 Aug 81 p 1 
[Article by George Baird] 


[Text] Water supply in areas excluding Georgetown, Linden and New Amsterdam is 
to be rationalised on a 12-hour per day basis in keeping with a plan to "efficientise" 
distribution throughout the country. This will start September 1. 


Officials of the Guyana Water Authority are now consulting with Chairmen and other 
leaders in the Regions. The information gathered will form the basis of the 
rationalisation programme. Chairman of GUYWA Joshua Chowritmootoo announced 
yesterday. 


Cde Chowritmootoo, whose Ministry of Environment and Water Supply is charged with 
overseeing the distribution told a Press conference yesterday that the Sugar 
Industry Labour Welfare Fund's operated water supply systems would be taken over 
by year-end. 


He explained that the plan is to make water supply more reliable and constant 
during the 12-hour period and "one area to look at is efficientising." 


The Minister, flanked by GUYWA top brass and officials of his Ministry stressed 
that the whole exercise "will be in keeping with the needs of the people in the 
communities throughout the length and breadth of Guyana." For example, rice and 
sugar workers who have to be up early in the morning, would be taken into con- 
sideration when the 12-hour period should begin in their areas. 


Minister Chowritmootoo stressed the need for public consciousness of the cost 
factor in water supply. He called for the co-operation of the public to help 
GUYWA to bring about greater reliability of supply of water. 


The Minister said eventually it is hoped to bring the areas to be affected by the 
rationalisation programme, up to the level of 24-hour service like Georgetown. 


As a background to the new exercise, he gave a classic example of the village of 
Ithaca suffering from inadequate water supply while the sugar estate, Blairmont, 
with an SILWF system, was enjoying adequate water supply. 








Notice of the hours of water supply would be given to residents before the 
programme starts but there was an urgent need to rationalise to abolish the 
anomaly of some people paying for water, while others get it free. 


After noting that water rates were recently increased, with Cabinet approval, 

the Minister urged people to pay up their arrears. He said Government was 
subsidising the cost of supply water on a domestic basis by four-fifths of the 
cost, but water metering is not being considered now since it would be too costly. 


Cde Chowritmootoo said that, while the payment of water rates had improved this 
year over last year, the GUYWA's Chief Accountant, Walter Jordan, said they 

were still trying to mobilise greater response. The Minister called on the 
media to help generate in the public "a cost consciousness" which, he felt would 
help people to understand the situation and respond to appeals to pay up. 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


CROP, BAUXITE, OTHER PRODUCTION TOTALS, GOALS REVIEWED 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 8 Aug 81 p 7 
[Article by Leon Walcott] 


[Text] The first sugar crop achieved 79.4 per cent of its target of 138,192 tons, 
with a final output of 109,673 tons of sugar. 


This was 11.7 per cent better than last year's production of 104,307 tons. 


The industry's failure to achieve its target can be ascribed to poor weather, 
labour and mechanical downtime caused by industrial problems and shortage of 
spare parts among other things. 


While some may say that 79 per cent is a creditable performance, it must be 
remembered that the shortfall amounts to 28,517 tons. 


Based on market prices of $1,060(G) per ton this constitutes a shortfall of over 
28 million Guyana dollars in foreign exchange. 


Such a loss the country can ill afford at this critical stage of our experience 
when we can do well with another 28 million dollars worth of capital and consumer 
goods. 


To make up for this loss, the sugar industry will have to achieve a performance 
level of over 121 per cent in its output for the second crop. It is a task 
which is not beyond the capability of the industry but it would appear that 
saboteurs are at work in the industry and are trying to retard production by 
creating industrial unrest. 


Sugar is expected to earn 402 million dollars in 1981 or 30 per cent of the 
country's Gross National Product (GNP). The target for the current year is 
310,000 tons. Last year sugar earned 292 million dollars for Guyana or 20 per 
cent of the GNP. 


Rice fared much better than sugar in the first crop. 79,991 metric tons of rice 


was produced in spite of extremely wet conditions caused by irregular rainfall. 
This figure represents an achievement of 97.6 per cent of the target. 


74 








Last year, rice earned 87 million dollars out of a projected figure of 110 million 
dollars with an output of 168,200 tons. The target was 200,000 tons. This re- 
flected a shortfall of approximately 16 per cent. 


This year rice is expected to earn one hundred and twenty-eight million dollars in 
foreign exchange. But, this hinges on the industry achieving its 1981 target of 
217,000 metric tons of rice. 


If the performance of the spring crop can be used as an indicator, it can be assumed 
that the second crop production can surpass the necessary performance level of 
103 per cent, thereby achieving the overall target for the year. 


However, the Guyana Rice Board will have to address its mind to the question of 
efficient deployment of machines and of upgrading storage and transportation 
facilities. 


It is also hoped--not unfairly--that rice farmers can adapt farming techniques to 
suit the vagaries of current weather patterns. 


And in the bauxite industry production for the first quarter of the year indicates 
that the industry can achieve its targets for 1981, something that has not been 
done for several years. 


In the area of metal grade bauxite, the target of 160,000 tons was surpassed by 
24,000 tons. But the target for the year is 735,000 tons, therefore production 
has to be greatly accelerated in order to achieve it. 


The production of calcined bauxite for which Guyana has a virtual monopoly, has 
dropped short of its production target b. over 30 per cent or 25,000 tons. 
Noteworthy, is the fact that the 220,000 ton target for the first four months is 
less than a quarter of the current year's target. 


However, production of chemical grade bauxite surpassed its target of 92,000 tons 
by 2,000 tons. 


These figures indicate good performances for the period in question, but it should 
be noted that targets set early in the year are generally lower than those set 
at later dates. 


Thus, although the targets have been surpassed in some areas of production during 
the first four months of the year, the production figures are less than one-third 
of the total targets for the year. 


[This means that production would have to increase by over to per cent if the 
current year's targets are to be achieved. 


Last year, bauxite earned 484 million dollars from a projected figure of 560 million 
reflecting a shortfall of 76 million dollars. This year, the industry is targeted 
to earn 636 million dollars in foreign exchange. 











According to the figures, production in the traditional sectors of the economy 
during the first half of the year does not allow room for complacency. 


Indications are that there is dire need for increased acceleration of production 
nationally. 


Sugar, rice and bauxite account for approximately 85 per cent of Guyana's export 
earnings. In other areas of production, regarded as non-traditional sectors, the 
performance can be described as good. 


As an example, up to the period ending June 20, 1981 the Guyana Liquor Corporation 
had produced 2.167 million proof gallons of rum. Its target was 1.67 million. 


The second half of the year will be a critical period for Guyana. For, it is during 
this period that production will have to be accelerated if targets are tc be met. 
The level of production will decide the degree to which Guyana can survive the 
economic blows it has been receiving. 


All sectors of production are parts of a whole. Shortfall in production in one 
area results in increased strain on other sectors which have to bear the burden 
of the financial gap which is created. 


Guyana has the capacity to export far more than the estimates show. The potential 


is there for the various sectors of the economy to convert the deficit into a 
surplus. 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


BRIEFS 


LAND DEVELOPMENT PLANS--Five major land development schemes being implemented by 
government will cost the country's treasury nearly 500 million dollars. "But the 
million acres or so which their completion will make available for the expansion 
and diversification of Guyana's agricultural base, will certainly be worth that 
expenditure if you are able to communicate new techniques to our farmers and 
convince them in a practical way that they are important and that increased farming 
is just as important to their country." Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of 
Crops and Livestock, Cde Leo Ramotar, stated this yesterday when he gave the key- 
note address to declare open a three-week training course for agricultural extension 
officers at St. Stanislaus College, Brickdam. Cde. Ramotar, whc was deputising 

for Crops and Livestock Minister Seeram Prashad, said government hopes to create 

at least 20,000 new jobs in the agricultural sector as production accelerates. 
[Excerpts] [Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 5 Aug 81 p 1] 


FUNDING OF NEW MINISTRY--The National Assembly on Thursday formally approved 
initial expenditure for the setting up of the new Ministry of Manufacturing 
Industry within the Ministry of Trade and Consumer Protection. Minister o! Trade 
and Consumer Protection Frank Hope, responding to the only question on the 
expenditure, told Cde. Narbada Persaud (PPP) that the amounts listed had not been 
taken from any fund but were before the House for the first time. Personal 
Emoluments were approved for about a dozen staff members on the Permanent 
Establishment as well as expenses for the running of the Ministry. It was part 
of a Financial Paper on which provision was also made for the purchase of Pin. 
Hope cum annexis for $1.5 million, a down payment for a new Skyvan of $1.01 million 
and $855,780 for capital to meet equity contribution to Guyana Fisheries Limited. 
[Text] [Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 8 Aug 81 p 11] 


NEW AIRSTRIP--Bartica (GNA)--The new airstrip at Imbaimadai in the Upper Mazaruni 

is expected to be completed by year end. The 4,000-feet long airstrip, when com- 

pleted, will be one of the bigger interior airstrips in Guyana. A spokesman for , 
the project said the work on the airstrip was severely hampered by spare parts 

problems affecting the construction equipment. Most of the raw materials for 

construction of the airstrip are found at Imbaimadai. The main input is laterite, 

which is found within a mile of the work site. Imbaimadai is another of Guyana 's 

rich mining areas where the Guyana government intends to develop thriving 

communities. [Text] [Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 12 Aug 81 p 3] 
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SOVIET ASSISTANCE--The Soviet Ambassador to Guyana, Cde Konstantin Kharchev, has 
offered to share his country's know-how with the Georgetown City Council to help 
it improve the social environment of the "Garden City." Ambassador Kharchev 

made the offer yesterday, when he paid a courtesy call on Mayor Mavis Benn at 

City Hall. He was accompanied by his interpreter, Cde S. Dychen. The Soviet 
envoy, who took up his post here four months ago, told Mayor Benn the Soviet 
government was willing to assist the City Council in its task of overcoming 

some of its problems, and to help it improve the skills of the council's employees. 
He said some of the problems experienced by the citizens of Georgetown-~-an 
inadequate water supply and a shortage of some consumer items, for example--were 
similar to those experienced by their Soviet counterparts. Cde Kharchev considers 
himself to be a Soviet Communist Party worker more than a career diplomat and he 
is prepared to share his experiences as a municipal representative with the 
Georgetown City Council workers. He proposed to organise a number of lecture 
sessions and film shows for the benefit of the Municipal workers, and he invited 
Mayor Benn to further discuss the proposal with the Soviet Embassy. Ambassador 
Kharchev compared the structure and working of a city council in the USSR with 
those of the city council in Georgetown, stressing the pivotal role the Soviet 
Government was playing in advancing the welfare of the Soviet citizens. [Text ] 
[Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 14 Aug 81 p 20] 


POLICE RAIDS ON OPPOSITION--A seven-man unit of the Essequibo Coast police force, 
all armed, were foiled in their attempt to raid the home of PPP Executive 

Member and Member of Parliament Isahak Basir on Wednesday last. At 3 p.m., the 
police contingent arrived at Basir's home at Hampton Court, Essequibo and 
attempted to enter the yard. Basir's wife Sabra, a leading member of the WPO 

on the Essequibo Coast, asked them to show her the search warrant. This they 
could not do. She bolted the gate and said she would not let them in. Police 
attempted to elicit information on the whereabouts of Basir, but Sabra Basir had 
no information for them. Shortly afterwards, a jeepload of policemen, this time 
with a search warrant, landed at the home of PPP activist Naseeb Gaffar at Lima, 
Essequibo and proceeded to search the home and yard, tumbling up items in their 
mad search for arms and ammunition. Nothing was found and they eventually 
departed. A Freedom House spokesman said that Basir's whereabouts were offi- 
cially known, as he had applied for leave from the National Assembly. Basir is 
abroad receiving medical attention in the Soviet Union. He was severely injured 
when a policeman at Adventure Stelling fired point blank at him some years ago. 
To date the policeman has not been charged with the offence. [Text] [George- 
town MIRROR in English 26 Jul 81 p 4] 


SEAGA WITCH HUNT--After having sold out the Jamaicans and Jamaica to the United 
States and the IMF, Jamaica Prime Minister Seaga is now on a witch hunt of com- 
munists and trying to find scapegoats for the fact that he cannot deliver the 
goods he promised during his election campaign last year. Early in July, police 
raided the branch office of the communist Workers Party of Jamaica. Ten mem- 
bers were arrested. The police, armed with rifles and submachine guns said 

they were looking for guns. They found none and instead confiscated office 
documents and personal diaries. The WPJ has written the Police Commissioner 
calling for the relase of the men arrested. A team of lawyers was sent off to 
the branch to provide adequate representation. The WPJ paper, STRUGGLE, said 
the search was a well thought out plan and an act of provocation. On three 
separate occasions WPJ members were picked up. The attacks followed a well- 
received radio broadcast by WPJ General Secretary, Trevor Monroe, who dealt 

with the state of the nation and the problems facing the workers. He exposed 
the face of the ruling Seaga government. [Text] [Georgetown MIRROR in 

English 19 Jul 81 p 2] 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


EDITORIAL WARNS OF DUPLICATE GOVERNMENT STRUCTURES 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 11 Aug 81 p 6 
[Editorial: "Public Companies"] 


[Text] The Government has set out to rationalise the usually large number of public 
sector companies and agencies some of which have been operating without the knowledge 
of the general public and others, apparently operating without being legally 
constituted. Under the Government's economic reconstruction policy these were 

some of the areas in which it was felt that duplication and waste could be eliminated. 
In this the Government has the full support of the public. 


While unquestionably reducing the number of public sector companies the Government 
is, nonetheless, introducing new structures which can only have the effect of 
duplicating existing services. The establishment of a new entity arising out of 

the U.S.-Jamaica Business Committee is a case in point. According to Prime Minister 
Seaga, the new company, to be headed by the former managing director of the 

Jamaica National Investment Company, Mrs. Corrine McLarthy, is to be responsible 

for the co-ordination and promotion of foreign investment. 


The promotion of foreign investment in Jamaica has been the traditional role of 
the Jamaica Industrial Development Corporation (JIDC). For a brief period under 
the Manley Administration its role was scaled down and much of its function was 
assumed by the Ministry of Industry and Commerce. It was left to this Government 
to remove the functions from the realm of the Civil Service and to restore the 
Jipc to its former role. 


One would have thought that the JIDC would be the proper institution to undertake 
the coordination and promotion of all foreign investment, including those ventures 
resulting from the U.S.-Jamaican Business Committee on investment and employment. 
While one can understand the urgency to effect the investment proposals this could 
be accommodated, at considerable savings, within a revitalised JIDC. For what 
precisely will be the role of the JIDC? 


Before the government goes much turther it should address itself to this question. 
It is clear that the Government regards the joint U.S.-Jamaican investment thrust as 


the pivotal point of the industrial recovery programme. Should this be removed from 
the JIDC very little is left to this agency. 


cso: 3025/207 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


LOWER INFLATION RATE GREETED WITH PRAISE, CAUTION 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 12 Aug 81 p 8 
[Editorial: "Cost of Living Index"] 


[Text] The news that the consumer price index rose by only 0.9 percent in the 
first six months of 1981 has served to strengthen expectations that the era of 
declining price increases is at hand. Compared with the same six months in 1980 

en the index was accelerating away at the double-digit level of 16.1 percent 
the overall less than one percent rise up to June represents a remarkable 
achievement. 


In the month of June alone the rate of increase in the cost of living index 
amounted to 0.2 percent which was infinitesimal compared with the rate of 3.1 per- 
cent recorded in June 1980. Assuming a continuation in the moderation of the 
index, it seems safe, therefore, to predict a single-digit outturn for 1981 com- 
pared with 28 percent which obtained in 1986. The last time Jamaica experienced 
single-digit increase in the inflation rate was in 1976 when the annual rate 

was 8.1 percent. 


There must, however, be caution: for the consumer price index is subject to all 
kinds of economic turbulence which can create unexpected shifts. So that while 

the evidence is that the underlying rate of inflation in the country is receding 
there is always the possibility that prices could move up in the second half of the 
year. The movement in the price index is influenced mainly by two heavily 

weighted categories of items namely, "food and drink" and "fuels and other household 
supplies" which have tended to account for up to 75 percent of the increase in the 
index. It means, therefore, that if the apparent downward trend in the price levels 
of the items comprising these categories can be consolidated the index can be said 
to be on a safe track. 


One reason for the very significant fall off in the general level of price increases 
is that supplies of basic commodities have increased substantially, thus weakening 
the black market system which had been a principal contributory factor to the 
unusual price movements in recent years. The attack on prices from the supply side 
is a strategy which has obviously been a major success so far. Not only has there 
been a recovery in domestic food production but, as Prime Minister Seaga outlined 

in his mid-year review of the economy last week, the volume of imports hae risen 








largely as a result of the use of no-funds licences (an increase of 239 percent 
on 1980), and the increase of 100 percent in credit to the private sector. 


Another reason is that with consumers no longer forced to buy unnecessarily 
and to hoard, in anticipation of shortages, the net result is that there has 
been an easing in the demand pressures. This stabilization in demand is also, 
in part, the effect of the moderation in wage demands in the public sector. 
For the restraint in wages, by its implications for effective demand, is 
disinflationary. 


The favourable trends revealed in the cost of living in the first half of the 
year must not be frittered away. To the extent that growth in real output can 

be realised (and there is now every possibility of this) the prospect of contain- 
ing the rise in the cost of living at a liveable limit will be stronger. This 
must be the goal. 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


SEAGA: GOVERNMENT PLANNING TO UP EXPORT CROP PRODUCTION 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 5 Aug 81 p l 


[Text] Government is tu embark on a major expansion in export agricultural 
crops such as coffee, cocoa and citrus, and others like coconuts, in which foreign 
exchange savings could be made. 


Prime Minister Edward Seaga, attending the Denbigh Show on Monday announced to 
show-goers that Government planned to use "in a massive way" the land that exists 
throughout Jamaica which was available in the right locations, for the production 
of export crops which could earn valuable foreign exchange and effect savings on 
crop imports. 


Jamaican Blue Mountain coffee, for example, fetched $500 per 100 1b. on the world 
market, while ordinary coffee from other countries sold on the same market at 

$80 per 100 1b. "And we are producing only a little paltry quantity by comparison 
with what the world requests,” he said. 


Mr. Seaga said the Ministry of Agriculture had had to prepare a system to provide 
information on how many acres are available to grow coffee, cocoa, citrus and 
other crops for which a firm market exists overseas. 


In the past the Ministry had not invented a system which could provide such informa- 
tion. As soon as the new system had been put in place and the information obtained, 
Mr. Seaga said, the Government would embark upon a major expansion of the production 
of export agricultural crops like coffee, cocoa, citrus and coconuts and non- 
traditional ones like horticulture and others. 


Mr. Seaga said it would take several months to set up the system he had in mind; 
and after that, it would take many more months to devise a financial package to 
secure the financial support to put those projects into the ground. And after 
that, it would take some three years from the time they were planted before the 
crop could be reaped to begin to earn foreign exchange, "That means that some 
five years would have to pass before you begin to reap the foreign exchange of 
which you are talking.” 


Had the information been presented and the projects prepared "we could have cut 
two years off of that.... They were not present; nothing was prepared, so when 





people say that they want to move quick, I only want them to understand that 
no man yet has found a way to plant a seed today and reap the fruit tomorrow." 


When the time came to reap, it would not be on the basis of 1,000 or 2,000 acres; 
"Sor we are setting about with a massive development of those export foreign- 
exchange earning crops, so that the day will come when a agriculture will be able 
to be a much more substantial foreign exchange earner? 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


BRIEFS 


"DAILY NEWS' CRITICISM--Kingston, Jamaica, Wednesday (CANA)--The DAILY NEWS to- 
day complained of what it said seemed to be a disturbing trend developing here-- 
where statements made by institutions pointing to things not being all well 
were challenged by government spokesmen or the institutions themselves. The 
DAILY NEWS in an editorial, spoke particularly of economic issues and pointed 

to recent statements on the performance of the Jamaican economy by people who 
should know which they either retracted or had challenged. The latest of these, 
the DAILY NEWS said, was by the Bank of Jamaica (Central Bank) following its 
gloomy review of the first five months of the year. The Bank had said that 
Jamaica's economic performance during the period was "to a large extent dis- 
appointing as the level of overall economic activity remained in a depressed 
condition. The BDJ's report led to some scepticism of the effectiveness of the 
economic recovery policies being pursued by the Edward Seaga Government, and 

the Bank later issued a statement that it was too early to judge. Further, it 
said, there were "a number of indicators which suggest that there have been 
positive trends in the right direction." It also noted that the Government 's 
Economic Recovery Programme really began to be implemented in April and that 
only two months of the review period fell within the frame of the strategy. 
Asked the DAILY NEWS": Is it that attempts are being made to use dismal figures 
to paint a pretty picture? We hope not. "The reality of economic pressures 

can only be eased by positive action based on accurate analyses, not by coating 
it with comforting words." [Text] [ Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 

6 Aug 81 p 3] 


CREDIT FROM COLOMBIA--Kingston, Mon., (CANA) --Jamaica has received a (US) 
$5,000,000 line of credit from Colombia, to allow Jamaican businessman to buy 
Colombian raw materials for their industries the GLEANER newspaper has said. 
The GLEANER quoted the Colombian Ambassador here, Dr Gilberto Sanchez, as say- 
ing that the line of credit was now operational, and that it was being admin- 
istered through the Central Banks of both countries. Jamaica and Colombia re- 
cently signed a fishing agreement, allowing Jamaican fishermen to fish in the 
waters surrounding a group of small Colombian islands about 100 miles south of 
Jamaica. [Text] [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 6 Aug 81 p 6] 


ROK CREDIT--Kingston, Jamaica, Tuesday (CANA)--A five million dollar (US) 
South Korean line of credit to Jamaica will be ready sometime this month, 
Industry and Commerce Minister Douglas Vaz, has said. Mr Vaz announcement 
followed talks this week with a team of South Korean parliamentarians, the 
Agency for Public Information (API) said. [Text] [Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS 
in English 5 Aug 81 p 5] 
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BAUXITE INCOME DROP--Kingston, Jamaica, Wednesday (UPI)--Jamaica's four North 
American aluminium companies reported reduced income from bauxite and alumina 
sales in the first quarter of 1981, though production in the first half of 

1981 was slightly higher than the previous year, a spokeswoman for the Jamaica 
Bauxite Institute said yesterday. The institute is predicting 1981 production 

of bauxite will reach between 11.75 million and 11.95 million tons, based on 
scheduled cutbacks announced by Alcoa, Alcan, Reynolds and Kaiser. No forecasts 
for alumina were given. In the first half of 1981 the companies produced 

6.1 million tons of bauxite, a 6.3 per cent increase over the first half of 

1980, the institute spokeswoman said. Alumina, refined from bauxite, increased 
by 11.4 per cent in the first half of 1981 to 1.3 million tons. But the companies 
exported 2.8 per cent less alumina--652,382 tons--in the second quarter of 1981 
than in the first three months of the year. Bauxite exports dropped from 

1.6 million tons in the first quarter of 1981 to 1.3 million tons in the second, 
the institute spokeswoman added. Alcoa reported revenues of $1.3 billion for the 
first quarter of 1981, but net income dropped from $143.5 million to $101 million. 
[Text] [Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 13 Aug 81 p 3] 


NEW BAUXITE CUTBACK--Kaiser Jamaica Bauxite Company yesterday became the fourth 

of the five bauxite-alumina companies operating here, to announce a cutback in 
bauxite output. A new release from Kaiser quoted its general manager here, 

Mr. Ed Coyne, as announcing a reduction in shipping of about 6% reduction from 

the originally planned shipment levels for 1981. In recent weeks three alumina 
preducers Alcan Jamaica Company, Jamalco and Alumina Partners of Jamaica have 
announced production cutbacks because of the reduced demand for alumina on the 
international market. The Kaiser news release said it received word on August 6 
from its customer, Kaiser-Aluminium and Chemical Corporation that economic con- 
ditions affecting the aluminium metal market were such that two of their potlines 
(aluminium smelting lines) in the USA would have to be shut down to reduce produc- 
tion to a level more compatible with its sales and financial obligations. [Excerpt] 
[Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 11 Aug 81 p 1] 


POLICE WAGE PACT--An emergency meeting of the Police Federation yesterday morning 
unanimously accepted the Government's wage increase offer of $29 per week over 

the next two years, "in the national interest." The increase will be implemented 
$15 per week in the first year and $14 in the second year. The Police Federation's 
eight-man executive, which is negotiating the wage and allowance package with 

the Government, has won the right to a two-year wage cycle for the rank-and-file 
members of the force. This two-year wage cycle, which is to be implemented with 
the life of the new contract effective from July 1 last, brings the force in line 
with other Goverm ent groups. The force has had a three-year wage cycle. The 
federation's team and the Government side are to return to the bargaining table 
shortly to resume discussions on allowances. THE GLEANER understands that of 
paramount concern to the Police, and the area which is causing anxiety, is that 

of a special allowance, bearing in mind that the police do not have a 40-hour 
work week like other groups. A news release from the federation executive yester- 
day, stated that the Government's offer "hs not been accepted on the basis of it 
being satisfactory but rather in the nationai interest." [Excerpt] [Kingston 

THE DAILY GLEANER in English 13 Aug 81 p 1] 











ALUMINUM CUTBACK--Kingston, Wed--A third alumina refining company here, Alumina 
Partners of Jamaica (ALPART), announced today a cut-back in production, because 

of depression in the international aluminium market. Alpart's production paring 
has followed similar moves, last month, by Alcoa and Alcan, who had said they 
could not sustain existing production with the soft market. Alpart is owned by 
Kaiser Aluminium and Chemical Corporations, Reynold Metals--both of which have 
other operations here--and Anaconda Metals. It said the cut-back would reduce 
1981 output by 45,000 tonnes. Despite the reduction, the company said, so 

long as the present level of operating efficiency was maintained, overall out- 

put would reach 1.1 million tonnes of alumina, its highest ever. The company 

has a 1.2 million-tonne capacity, and said under normal circumstances that 

figure could have been reached. Alpart said its parent companies, within re- 

cent months, had been easing back on production by plants in and outside the 
United States. However, the decision to reduce in Jamaica had been delayed, 
because of a desire to do everything possible to help in the island's economic 
recovery, as well as a reluctance to do anything to reverse the performance im- 
provements shown by Alpart since late last year. However, the depressed aluminium 
market had left the companies no alternative but to opt for a reduction here. [Ex- 
cerpt] [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 6 Aug 81 p 6] 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


COMMANDER BORGE SUPPORTS ARMED POPULACE 
PA222249 Managua EL NUEVO DIARIO in Spanish 16 Aug 81 pl, ll 


[From the NUEVO AMANECER CULTURAL SUPPLEMENT, Vol 3 No 63, dated 16 Aug 81; Irene 
Selser interview with Interior Minister Commander Tomas Borge ] 


[Excerpt] [Question] Returning to the Nicaraguan internal situation, what 
measures will the government of reconstruction take to confront counterrevolutionary 
attacks both in the military and economic fields? 


[Answer] We are drafting severe and strict laws, and we will further develop the 
revolutionary instruments. These gentlemen seem to underestimate the revolution's 
strength and the masses’ inexhaustible capacity for defense. I believe they must 
be a little desperate. I imagine that at one time they imagined reform as a 
whitewashed tomb, but now they realize that this is a revolution. We are not 
opposed to reform--within the revolution and for the revolution--but we won't 
change the revolution for reforms. When these gentlemen realize that this isn't 

a formal transformation, a reform, but a revolution, they begin to get desperate. 
They are more desperate than we are, and they are also talking too much. 


[Question] Do you believe that the counterrevolution can create a general civil 
war throughout the country? 


[Answer] There may be armed outbreaks. Some days ago we dismantled an armed 

group operating in Masaya. But we can't have a civil war because most of the 
people are not only with the revolution but are armed. Ridiculous, insignificant 
minorities may harbor the illusion that some type of attack or invasion will 

come. Perhaps they are thinking about this when they say they will join a war 

that has to come from abroad. However, it is impossible to create conflict within 
the country, because the people are armed. The greatest proof of the revolution's 
strength, popularity and confidence in the masses, is that the revolution is arming 
the masses. I would like to know what would happen if Pinochet armed let's not 

say 300,000 militias, but 100,000. Pinochet could not stay in power if he armed 
several battalions. We have many more men in the militia than in the armed forces. 
If the pecple become discontented and reject the revolution, the matter is very 
simple: They only have to aim their sights at the revolutionary government. To 
the contrary, we have confidence in the strength of the revolution because the 
people are armed. 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


JOINT MILITARY PLAN IN REGION DENOUNCED 
PA220230 Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 16 Aug 81 p 2 
[Passages within slantlines denote boldface as published] 


[Text] Tegucigalpa-Mexico City--The charge made by the Revolutionary University 
Force (FUR) of Honduras regarding preparation of a joint military operation by 
the Salvadoran, Guatemalan and Honduran regimes has been echoed in this country 
and in the Mexican capital, where the risk of foreign intervention has been pre- 
dicted. 


FUR leaders Mario Nuila and Leonardo Beneditt charge that an /"iron pincers"/ 
operation would be implemented to drown the Salvador-a insurgent people in blood. 
/Honduran army colonels/ Gustavo Alvarez, Leonidas Torres and Hubert Bodden went 

to the United States to coordinate this plan. Subsequently, Gen Romeo Lucas, the 
Guatemalan dictator; Napoleon Duarte and Col Jaime Abdul Gutierrez, president - 

and vice president of the Salvadoran Military-Christian Democratic Junta, travelled 
to Tegucigalpa. 


Honduras does have a trade problem with Guatemala because of a restrictive decree 
which would justify a bilateral meeting, but it doesn't have this kind of a problem 
with El Salvador, a country with which the various borders are being discussed 
within the framework of a technical commission. And anyway, a treaty was already 
signed on this. 


These unexpected high level meetings were carried out a few days after the U.S. 
Government admitted that there were /green berets/ in Honduran territory. The 
State Department admitted that there are 21 there. 


The FUR charge warns that in /a second phase the interventionist plans of aggres- 
sion may reach Nicaraguan territory./ 


This virtual reactivation of the Central American Defense Council, practically 
paralyzed with the Sandinist victory in Nicaragua, caused alarm not only in 
Honduras: /UNO MAS UNO/, the Mexican newspaper, published an editorial entitled 
"Central America, A Joint Operation." 


The newspaper maintains that the FUR charge “is not only serious but highly 
/probable!/ It links the meetings of the chiefs of the three regimes with "recent 
statements by Mrs Kirkpatrick on the Central American situation" which "thus gain 
a much more threatening dimension." 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS BARBADOS 


OIL PRODUCTION RISING; OFFSHORE PROSPECTS IMPROVING 
Semi-Annual Figures 
Bridgetown THE NATION in English 12 Aug 81 p 24 


[Text] Local oil production for the first six months of this year surpassed the 
110,000 barrel mark. 


This is the word from the Ministry of Trade which yesterday said that May had been 
the best month for production when there were 20,253 barrels of oil drilled. 


The actual oil production figure for the period January to June of this year was 
112,966 barrels. A breakdown of these figures reveals that the monthly average 
is about 18,000 barrels. 


The year started out with 19,362 barrels being produced in January. In February 
18,408 barrels were produced and 18,537 in March. Production for April was 

an amount of 18,088 barrels, while in June it was 18,318 barrels. The May 
figure has been previously mentioned. 


Last year, production for the ten-month period from January to October was an 
amount of 260,703 barrels, and indications are that this figure will be passed 
this year. 


But plans for the off-shore drilling of oil still seem distant with the ministry 
stating chat the deep waters off the coast could be an inhibiting factor in such 
exploration. 


Figures from the Central Bank of Barbados show that there had been a 37 percent 
decrease in oil production for the first quarter of this year as compared with the 
same period last year. 


Natural gas produced in association with the crude was an amount of 172,130 cubic 
feet for this same six-month period. The month of highest production was June when, 
30,741 cubic feet were piped. 





French Survey 
Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 12 Aug 81 p 1 


[Text] The possibility of oil and gas deposits being located offshore Barbados 
continues to increase. 


A recent survey by a group of French organisations on an area known as the Barbados 
ridge confirmed earlier studies carried out by the Barbados Government through 
seismic surveys which put the possibilities of gas and oil off Barbados as good. 


Reliable sources said yesterday that while the survey was largely of academic 
interest to the French, it further highlighted the excellent possibilities of 
Barbados benefitting from oil and gas finds within its economic zone. 


The sources explained that through surveys such as the recently concluded one, 
the geology of the area concerned could be better understood thereby enabling 
predictions of where oil and gas could be found and in what manner. 


The Barbados Government is presently interested in exploring all possibilities 
of oil and gas finds both onshore and offshore Barbados. 


To this end, a Government representative was among the team which conducted the 
last survey carried out on the Barbados ridge. 


The group of French organisations involved in the survey included the Frenci 
Institute of Petroleum, the French 011 Company and a number of universities. 


The major reason for conducting the survey on the seabed outside Barbados was 
to attempt to unravel some of the geological problems associated with the 
theory of platetechtonics and the seafloor spreading. 


Barbados is located at one of the edges of these plates and over a number of years, 
seismic surveys have been conducted across this area known as the Barbados ridge 
at various points. 


These surveys have also been conducted off the southern Caribbean and east of the 
island arc. 


The instrument used by the French in their survey which forms part of an ongoing 
study is called the seabeam. , 


The entire project which involves the mapping of the seabed is carried out in 
certain areas of the world which are of special interest to the French. 


The source was yesterday unable to say where the Barbados Government would go from 
here in its ongoing search for oil and gas within its boundaries but noted that 
confirmation of excellent energy possibilities such as those discovered during the 
French expedition, was of great value. 


CSO: 3025/205 














ENERGY ECONOMICS GUYANA 


BRIEFS 


BULK OIL DEPOT--Businessmen and miners at Kamarang have welcomed the re-estab- 
lishment of the Guyoil Bulk Depot in the Kamarang community. They have estimated 
that with the re-establishment of the depot they will be able to save as much as 
$150 on a drum of fuel in the area. Previously they were forced to charter planes 
in order to get fuel into the area. Kamarang, being a mining area, depends heavily 
on fuel which is used for the operation of dredges which bring up the minerals 
from river beds. It has reaccepted responsibility for the depot from the Upper 
Mazaruni Development Authority. It was officially handed over some time in 
February and has since been rehabilitated to meet the needs of the people in the 
area. A small staff was also trained during the initial period after the taking 
over in order to help effect a high standard of service in the area. Guyoil now 
sells gasolene, kerosene, dieselene, and lubricating oil. [Text] [Georgetown 
GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 5 Aug 81 p 3] 


CSO: 3025/205 











BIERCY ECONOMICS JAMAICA 


BRIEFS 


OIL EXPLORATION--Kingston, Jamaica, Friday (CANA)--On and offshore oil exploration 
is to begin here early in November, Jamaica's Prime Minister Edward Seaga announced 
here yesterday. Seaga told reporters that the on-shore exploration would start 

in the first week of the month, with the drilling being undertaken by the state- 
owned firm, the Petroleum Corporation (PETROJA), assisted by the Canadian state- 
owned firm, Petro-Canada. Three wells will be sunk, near St. Anns Bay, on the 
North coast, Machoniel in the east and Savanna-La-Mar in the south west. The 

Prime Minister said that the er-loration was being funded by a US$19-million loan 
frou the Inter-American Develo,went Bank (IADB) with local counterpart funding 
being provided by Jamaica. Off-shore drilling, he would, [as printed] begin in 

the second week of the month on the Pedro Bank, about 50 miles of Jamaica's south 
coast. Jamaica owns a number of cays on the Pedro Banks. The off-shore drilling 
will be carried out by the consortium of the Italian state-firm, Agip, and the 
American concern, Union Texas. Earlier this year, Mr. Seaga had announced that the 
late 1981 drilling date target would not have been met because of a shortage of 
drilling rigs. [Text] [Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 15 Aug 81 p 3] 
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COUNTRY SECTION | TNT ER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


COLOMBIAN MINISTER IN ROSEAU COMMENTS ON GUYANA BORDER 
Bridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE-NEWS ‘iri English 16 Aug 81 p 3 


[Text] Roseau, Dominica, Saturday (CANA)--Colombia has called for a peaceful 
solution to the Guyana-Venezuela territorial dispute. 


"We hope that the difference between Venezuela and Guyana could be settled by 
a peaceful way," the Colombian Foreign Minister, Dr. Carlos Lemos Simmonds, 
told reporters. 


Venezuela has a claim to five-eighths of Guyana, territory west of the Essequibo 
River. Guyana has rejected the clai~ 


"We consider that through the mechanism of international law problems are more 
easily worked out, rather than having to refer to other ways that we find un- 
desirable," the Colombian Minister said. 


He told a Press conference: "Colombia has aiways maintained a tradition of being 
a country very respectful of international law.... 


"Colombia has maintained a position that disputes between countries should not 
be worked cut by force, but rather by the ways of the law." 


The Minister was part of a Colombian team that left here yesterday after talks 
with the Dominica Covernment and after signing a technological and scientific 
agreement. 


The Foreign Minister also expressed support for Belize's move to independence 
from Britain later this year. He said that Colombia was planning to establish 
diplomatic relations with a post-independent Belize. 


The Colombian Minister also urged Caribbean Governments to ensure that the region 
remain a zone of peace, and not become a "new theatre" for the cold war between 
the superpowers. 


He said: "We have no doubt that the Caribbean could easily become a new theatre 
for the cold war. 


"T believe it is a common risk for all our countries and we must try and avoid 
this." 


CSO: 3025/206 








COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


EEC SUGAR PRICE STAND IMPERILS REGION'S INDUSTRY 
Impasse on Increase 
Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 6 Aug 81 p 1 


[Text] The European Economic Community's (EEC) refusal to offer Third World 
sugar producers more than a 7.5 per cent increase in their sugar sales will 
place additional financial pressures on the local sugar industry already plagued 
by a number of problems. 


Earlier this week the African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) states which include 
Barbados, rejected as inadequate the EEC's latest offer of a 7.5 per cent in- 
crease for their sugar exports to the Community. 


The 1981-82 prices were scheduled to rise on July 1 when the EEC's own producers 
got a 7.5 per cent increase for raw sugar and an 8.5 per cent rise for refined 
sugar. 


Sugar officials in Barbados have not disclosed the original price paid for local 
sugar shipments on the EEC market. 


But director of the Barbados Sugar Producers Association (BSPA) Mr Neville 
Osbourne said if the ACP producers accepted the 7.5 per cent offer, the one 
per cent differential price would mean that Barbados could lose about & 2.22 on 
every tonne of sugar sold to the EEC. 


Barbados has a guaranteed quota of 53,000 tonnes on the EEC market, and the 
losses could be more than Bds$423 000. 


The 60 ACP states are linked to the EEC under the Lome trade, aid and co- 
operation agreement. 


The ACP states have said that because of mounting costs they could not afford 
to accept the lower figure even for one year, and they have written the EEC 
Governments urging them to increase the offer when Farm Ministers meet next 
month. | 


If they do not, the ACP states may demand a special meeting of their joint Min- 
isterial Council with the EEC to resolve the issue which has threatened to 
plunge the Barbados sugar industry further into the red. 














Already the Barbados Central Bank has predicted that a late start to this year's 
crop still in progress, unseasonally wet weather, a shortage of labourers and 
cane fires have dealt a severe blow to the industry. 


The bank has so far put the losses to date at around Bds$25 million. 


In the meantime the main consumers for ACP sugar, Britain's Tate and Lyle 
Limited has agreed to pay the full 8.5 per cent increase. 


St John Accusation 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 8 Aug 81 p 1 


[Text] Bridgetown, Barbados, Aug. 7 (CANA): Barbados today accused the 
European Economic Community (EEC) of using strong arm tactics with Third World 
countries from which it buys sugar. 


The EEC was apparently not interested in negotiating sugar prices, but in forc- 
ing exporters to "take it (the price) or leave it," Barbados Trade Ministers 
Bernard St John said. 


"About two years ago we (exporters) noticed there was a tendency...for us to be 
placed in a position where the European Community negotiator said he had a man- 
date to offer us x per cent.." St John told reporters. 


"This year, I believe, the presentation by the representative of the European 
Economic Community was shorter and more abrupt than in the past." 


St John met newsmen this afternoon to brief them on the stalemated sugar price 
negotiations between the EEC and the Africa, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) export- 
ing countries. 


The ACP countries have called for an 8.5 per cent increase in the price which 
the European Community offers for raw sugar imports. The European Community 
has refused to budge from its offer of a 7.5 per cent increase. 


An 8.5 per cent increase, however, is what the EEC is offering its refined 
sugar suppliers. 


St John told reporters it was the first time there was a difference in the 
increases for raw and refined sugar. No "good reason" had been advanced for 
the price discrimination, he said. Britain appeared to be the main backer of 
the price difference, indicating it was necessary to give its refiners some 
advantage in the market, St John told the press. 


A 7.5 per cent increase would push the EEC payment for a metric ton of ACP 
sugar to 358.80 European Units of Account (EUA)--one EUA amounting to approxi- 
mately 2.25 U.S. dollars. 


Barbados has a guaranteed EEC market for 49,300 tons of sugar this year. Like 
other Caribbean countries, it found the price increase unacceptable because 
freight rates were "increasing at a very fast rate," taking a deep bite into 
ACP real sugar revenue and because the pound sterling was in a weaker position, 
he said. 











St Kitts-Nevis Bonus Issue 
Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 6 Aug 81 p 8 


[Text] Basseterre, St. Kitts (CANA)--The payment of an end-of-crop bonus to 
St Kitts-Nevis sugar workers is in doubt, according to the pro-government 
DEMOCRAT newspaper. 


But the opposition controlled Labour union is already asking when the bonus 
will be paid. The crop ended last Wednesday, several weeks late. 


Although all available cane has been harvested and an excess of 32 900 tons of 
sugar have been processed, "the more-publicised target of ending the crop by 
July 4 was not attained," according to the DEMOCRAT. 


The weekly newspaper, which reflects government views blames this on "the 
opposition's misguided strategy of discouraging workers after the Easter 
weekend." 


"But more disheartening than this" the Democrat states, “it has meant that the 
five per cent end of crop bonus prerequisite has not been met." 


The labour spokesman, organ of the Opposition Labour Party stated that the 

St Kitts Trades and Labour Union has taken up the matter with the National 

Agricultural Corporation and the St Kitts sugar Manufacturing Corporation. 

The labour spokesman said that "according to the agreement between Michael 

Powell (Minister of Agriculture), the St Kitts Sugar Manufacturing Corpora- 

tion, the National Agricultural Corporation and the union before the start of 

the crop, five per cent end-of-crop bonus calculated on wages paid during the 

1981 crop is to be paid to all sugar workers at the end of July 1981." 
Caroni Export Increase 

Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 6 Aug 81 p 4 


[Excerpt] State-owned Caroni (1975) Limited has exported 65,730 tons of sugar 
to the _uropean economic community under the terms of the Lome Convention. 


Last year the company sold 62,660 tons to the same area. 
Meanwhile the company is getting all set to start its 1982 harvesting in January. 


However, start of the crop will depend on how soon the current wage negotiations 
with All Trinidad Sugar and General Workers Trade Union will conclude. 








Barbados 'Fiasco' 
Bridgetown THE NATION in English 4 Aug 81 p 4 


[Text] Some may consider it a trite thing to say that the celebrations marking 
the "end" of the crop season, were almost as interminable as the crop itself. 
But the facts remain that the one went on and on boringly until the wee hours 
of yesterday morning, while the other will have to be abruptly terminated some 
time this month with many tonnes of canes left unreaped. 


Pic-o-de-Crop, therefore, seems to be a celebration of disaster. But, to pre- 
vent a recurrence of the disaster that was 1981, it might do well for all the 
parties concerned to consider what role they played in the fiasco, which might 
have led to economic ruin for our tiny island. 


It is inconceivable that a dispute by telephone workers should disrupt the com- 
mencement of such an urgent business as the sugar crop; but this is what 
actually occurred. 


Barbados had received an unexpected windfall of $41 million from the 1980 sea- 
son; and it was disputed what share of this should go t» the workers. The 
Barbados Workers’ Union wanted $15 million, and the Sugar Producers were 
offering approximately $8 million. 


It was not until the end of February that a compromise figure of $10 million 
was reached, and only after intervention of the Prime Minister. 


However, since the $41 million was already in the bank, it might have done the 
workers some good to start to work, on the understanding that they would get 
their money anyhow. 


Perhaps the time has come to make interest payable on wages and bonuses due, 


so that the workers may feel justified in starting work while there is a 
dispute. 


CSO: 3025/195 











COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


PLEA TO JOURNALISTS--A call has been made for regular journalists to come 
together in strong organisation. The call was made by Mr Dennis Seon, News 
Editor of "ZDK" in Antigua as he addressed participants at a one-week seminar 
for past Communicarib students at Codrington College, St John. Mr Seon said 
that journalists in the region were coming under increasing political pressure 
and one of the ways to combat this, was by forming such an organisation. He 
said it was disheartening to see that media persons who wielded so much influ- 
ence were not organised, when farmers and all other workers were well represented 
in unions and other organisations. The conference, which is being sponsored 
jointly by the Canadian High Commission and the Canadian University Services 
Overseas (CUSO), is being attended by representatives from Antigua, Dominica, 
Grenada, St Kitts and St Lucia. Vice-Principal of Codrington College, Canon 
Harry Sawyer, who welcomed the students, said that unlike other academics, 
journalists do not have academic freedom. He said that one of the problems 

in journalism is that journalists frequently do not have a clear analysis of 
who they are communicating with, and so make it difficult for their work to be 
understood. He said that the "Caribbean Link" which groups young journalists 
from throughout the region could be the beginning of establishing better under- 
standing and development in the media. [Text] [Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in 
English 31 Jul 81 p 6] 


DOMINICA OECS RATIFICATION--Castries, St Lucia, Saturday, (CANA)--Dominica on 
Thursday legally became the third member of the Organisation of East Caribbean 
States (OECS). The St Lucia Ministry of Foreign Affairs announced that Dominica 
had deposited its instrument of ratifcation of the OECS. Grenada and St Lucia 
are the other two members. St Lucia became the depository power for the organi- 
sation as a result of a decision taken in 1979. The other independent member 
in the former West Indies Associated States (WISA) grouping St Vincent, is due 
to ratify the treaty andbecome a member early next month, it has been reported. 
Once this is done it is expected that a meeting of the authority of the OECS 
will be convened to formerly admit the three nonindependent countries into the 
new organisation. These countries-~Antigua, St Kitts-Nevis and Montserrat-- 
have already signed the Treaty of Basseterre which is the legal charter of the 
organisation. In addition to completing the membership of the organisation the 
first meeting is expected to settle a number of establishment matters relating 
to the organisation. [Text] [Bridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 

2 Aug 81 p 3] 


csO: 3025/201 
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COUNTRY SECTION BAHAMAS 


ANOTHER SDP OFFICIAL RESIGNS, JOINS OPPOSITION FNM 
Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 31 Jul 81 pp 1, 12 


[Text] Another member of the official opposition Social Democratic Party's Action 
Committee, Peter Knowles, has resigned from the party accusing it of being in "a 
state of confusion." 


Mr Knowles, who barely two months ago was one of the latest five named to the 
SDP Action Committee, is applying for membership in the minority opposition Free 
National Movement. 


In an FNM press statement, Mr Knowles said that his move, which follows several 
previous resignations from the SDP by members who have since joined the FNM, was 
made for several reasons. 


"First of all he gathered from talking with the leaders of the SDP that they were 
not really interested in an amalgamation of the opposition forces and that their 
public pronouncements about the need for unity were somewhat insincere," the 
statement said. 


It said that some of the SDP leaders have said they would not participate in a 
merger with the FNM. 


According to the FNM statement, Mr Knowles said that the SDP was in a state of 
confusion and he thought the party "could only confuse and divide opposition 
supporters in the country at a time when unity was so necessary to defeat the PLP." 


He also said the SDP could not attract and keep enough credible people to be an 
acceptable national party. 


"Furthermore, Mr Knowles said, "I found that racial prejudice is still very much in 
evidence among some of the top people in the organization. 


"I believe the FNM under the leadership of Mr Kendal Isaacs is now gaining momentum 
in the country and is the only party which can defeat the PLP," Mr Knowles added. 


Mr Knowles said he would be “proud and happy" to serve under Mr Isaacs’ leadership 
in any capacity he is needed, and advised the remaining members of the SDP to 
disband and throw their support behind Mr Isaacs and the FNM. 














A travel agency tour director, Mr Knowles, 28, was named to the SDP Action 
Committee on June 1 along with four others. This brought to 20 the number of 
the 50-man committee named by the party. 


Mr Knowles, a water sports enthusiast, married and the father of two children, 
was educated at St. Thomas More School, Aquinas College, Nassau, and St Leo's 
College, Florida. 


The last person to leave the SDP to join the FNM was Philip Forbes, who was named 
to the SDP Action Committee along with Mr Knowles. Mr Forbes resigned early this 
month. 


Also leaving the SDP this year to join the FNM were lawyer Elliott Lockhard, 
Mr Fred Ramsey, Mr Michael Brown, Mr A Leon McKinney and Mr Beauford Cox. 


CsO: 3025/206 
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COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS 


EDITORIAL COMMENTS ON U.S. COMMITMENT TO CARIBBEAN 
Bridgetown THE NATION in English 11 Aug 81 p 4 
[Editorial: "America's Commitment"] 


[Text] In recent years, efforts have been made on political, economic and cultural 
levels to improve relations in the Western Hemisphere and in particular to bring 
the mainland cf the United States closer to these islands of the Caribbean. 


For historical and geographical reasons, these efforts cannot be faulted. 


In particular, we have seen the annual | ‘mi Conference of the Caribbean held at 
year-end and used as the main platform f. vm which initiatives are taken by 
leaders in the political and business sectors. 


No one in these parts is in any doubt that political considerations are part of the 
underlying reasons why interest is shown in us by our friends to the immediate 
north. If it were otherwise we would frankly be vary amazed and not a little 
disappointed. 


Investment and trade in the short term are crucial to developing strong and inde- 
pendent economies in the long tem, and both complexions of recent Washington 
administrations clearly recognise the wisdom of this policy and also honour its 
careful implementation. 


Therefore, the announcement on August 5, of the creation of the "American Society" 
is a step by the United States authorities to further strengthen ties with this area. 


David Rockefeller, American businessman and chairman of the new organisation, said 
that its establishment was proof of the commitment of the private sector in the 
United States to the entire hemisphere. He added that it was their intention to 
emphasise that the relationship was not exclusively economic, but was based on 
similar political aspirations and promoted cultural diversity. 


There is little doubt that there is room for more dialogue at all levels so that 
better understanding of each other's attitude and respect for each other's decisions 
can be facilitated. 


The next stage is implementation. 


CSO: 3025/206 
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COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS 


EDITORIAL QUESTIONS TANNIS CHARGES OF ST VINCENT COUP 
Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 8 Aug 81 p 4 
[Editorial: "Coup Plot Alarm in St. Vincent] 


[Text] St. Vincent's Acting Prime Minister, Mr. Hudson Tannis, may well find that 
instead of alerting his estimated 100,000 countrymen about attempts of a coup, he 
might instead have only raised their skepticism. 


Last Tuesday night Mr. Tannis broadcast to the Vincentians telling them that five 

people had been approached to take part in a coup, but that these five Vincentians 
had declined. He also went on to warn that any attempt to topple the St. Vincent 

Government would be met with "appropriate action." 


So far Mr. Tannis has not identified the five people involved nor have any arrests 
been made. In matters such as these, if no rigorous action is intended, it is 
far better to allow the alleged incident to pass. 


For a start, it is seldom anticipated that a Government in power will be magnanimous 
towards those whom it knows are taking positive steps to topple it. 


Secondly, if because of a lack of evidence a Government finds it impossible to 

take action against those who allegedly would want to stage 4 coup, then it 

serves little purpose to raise an alarm when it is known that no one can be brought 
to justice. 


We have no reason to doubt that quite a number of Governments from time to time are 
put on the alert about those who within their very borders might be suspected of 
illegal scheming to seize power. But these matters will be handled directly as 
security matters, and if in the opinion of the security forces there is not enough 
evidence for the suspects to be seized, then nothing is heard of it. 


The charge Mr Tannis has made is a most serious one, and it is not one that should 
be made without good grounds. It also follows that if there are good grounds, 
then the due process of the law should apply and the matter not left hanging. Not 
to do so must create doubts in people's minds. It is exactly this that the Leader 
of the Progressive Wing of the People's Party, Mr Egerton Richards, has seized 
upon. 
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He has referred to Mr. Tannis' terms about an attempted coup in the country as a 
colossal fabrication, and he has gone all out to discourage any credibility 
attached to what Mr. Tannis has said. He has placed the ball in Mr. Tannis court, 
to give more details about the alleged coup. 


What is involved is not something that can pass with the naming of names, and the 
producing of details now that Mr. Richards has had his say. 


It is indeed a strange situation. It is also baffling under the circumstances that 
people suspected of planning a coup would still be allowed to roam up and down the 
country--an assumption which is in order, since no arrest has been made. 


Furthermore, if strong evidence was not forthcoming earlier, it is doubtful that 
if mischief was afoot, that the would-be perpetrators would not have themselves 
been alerted that their schemes were known, and so would be less likely now to 
cont*aue to embarrass themselves. 


We would hate to believe that Mr. Tannis jumped the gun, but if we are to take 
what he has said seriously, that is exactly what he might have only succeeded in 
doing. 


CSO: 3025/206 
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COUNTRY SECTION 





BARBADOS 


EDITORIAL SCORES GRENADA FOR PRESS-SCARE PARANOIA 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 4 Aug 81 p 4 


the region. “Added io that, the PRG talks of the 


[Editorial: "Grenada's PRG True to Form") 
{Text ] 
The People’s Revolutionary Government (PRG) of 


Grenada in one of its latest statements continues 
along the now familiar pattern of seeing the ma jority 
of the Press in the English-speaking Caribbean as 
opposed to “the revolution’’.. In fact, the PRG is 
carrying on in a manner that gives the im ion 
that there is a conspiracy on the paft of the to 

witht is its lea £ 
become so paranoid that fair criticism peespeng bm 
be regarded as such by them but has to be in 


terpreted as being 

“turning back the revolution.” We have reached the 
regarded by the PRG 
is interpreted also as 
— meaning of 


— 

examination. Its high-handed action in 
a number of matters are to be accepted by others as 
being in the interest of the revolution even when there 
is no regard for human rights. It is a stra e line of 
argument from a group t went up and n the 
Caribbean during 
whipping up sympathy because of the very treat- 
ment that they, -y ——— are -~4 meting out to 
those they regard as their opponents. 

The PRG has been trying to make a dirty word of 
‘imperialism,”’ without realising that it is only 
succeeding in tarnishing the image of what “the 
révolution”’ is all about. The problem of the PRG is 
that it has fallen into the trap of ‘attaching labels to 
all those whom it seeks to hold up to ridicule. It is a 
stupid strategy that fails to do justice to the in- 
telligence we would have hoped the leadership would 
have displayed. 

Because of this, we find that a meeting of editors 
from the English-speaking Caribbean in Washington 
last month is regarded by the PG as involving “the 
most reactionary and conservative newspapers”’ in 


CSO: 3025/196 








in the ulterior motive of They 


the days of the Gairy regime, ¢xpect 


session being called by the United States State 
Department. A lie. But here again the idea is to 
brand and discredit: so who cares about truth. 

To crown it all we were told that the United States 
promised the newspapers assistance in return for 
et WwW Grenada. That takes the cake. 

It is fantastic to i 


such statements can 


emanate from a group that obviously desires to be 
taken seriously. é, 
But then y is nothing new to the PRG. 


have.been dishonest to their own peopie in that 
made at the start of ‘‘the revolution” have . 
to this day not been kept. ; 
-The latest attack on the Press by the PRG came as 
a result of a call by one of the newspapers for the 
Caribbean Community Governments to isolate the 
PRG. As we see it, this isolation is going to come 
about without the Caricom Governments taking any 
deliberate action to do so.. How the-PRG has been - 
on it will in due course isolate itself.. The 
PRG cannot hope, for example, to be abusive of a 
number of the Caricom Government leaders and still 
these leaders to react as if nothing has been 
said or no insults hurled. 

By the same token the stage could well be reached 
when much of the English-speaking Press might well 
Jecide ‘o put a blanket on news coming out of 
Grenada because of the lies the PRG is red to 
Tumpet in an effort to hold up others to ridicule. It 
will make very little difference to the image of the 
Press as matters stand, at least where the PRG is 


The PRG has already taken steps to undermine 
any semblance of a free Press in Grenada. Yet it has 
the temerity to issue statements urging Grenadians 
“to Jearn more about genuine Press freedom and 
——— destabilisation.’’ This is not a case of 

_ forgive-them-for-they-know-not-what-they-do. The 
PRG knows only too well what is trying to do. But it 
is all madness. 
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COUNTK ° SECTION BARBADOS 


BRIEFS 


INDEPENDENT SENATORS--Governor-General Sir Deighton Ward, acting in his discre- 
tion, has appointed seven people to be Senators for the Parliamentary Session 
1981-86, three of whom have served during the last term. The four new faces 
among the Independent Senators are: Mr Alfred Wendell Audley McClean, Lecturer 
in Economics at the Cave Hill Campus of the University of the West Indies. 

Mrs Gwendolyn Gertrude Reader, journalist and mer .:~ of the Child Care Board. 
Mr Clarence David Seale, a businessman and preside... of the Barbados Develop- 
ment Bank. The Rev Canon Ivor McKinley Jones, an anglican priest. Mr John 
Clemensford Wilsden Wickham, Mr Colin Ian Estwick Deane and Mrs Enid May Lynch, 
are those who served in the last term. [Excerpt] [Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS 
in English 9 Jul 81 p 1] 


PROTECTIONISM ISSUE--Bridgetown, Barbados, Aug 5 (CANA)--Recent allegations by 
Barbados' Trade Minister, Bernard St John, about a trend towards protectionism 
on the world markets, especially by the richer countries, could not be easily 
dismissed, the ADVCCATE-NEWS newspaper said today. The paper indicated that 
Barbados and other Caribbean territories would sooner or later feei the pinch 
of what it called "this new international mcnster, as they were currently in 
the process of finding more export markets to assist their economic growth and 
in the creation of jobs. It should be getting home to all by now that Carib- 
bean countries cannot survive competition on the world markets as individual 
states because they lack the resources to plan the required effective strategies." 
Mr St John had suggested that the best approach to the probiem could be a region- 
al one, and that an efficient and highly organised private s=ctor could help 

plan marketing strategies. The Trade Minister lauded the Barbados-based Carib- 
bean Association of Industry and Commerce (CAIC) for what he termed its posi- 
tive contribution to regional trade. [Text] [Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in 
English 8 Aug 81 p 3] 


cso: 3025/201 
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COUNTRY SECTION BELIZE 


PRICE SEEKS HELP AGAINST GUATEMALA 
PA220440 Tegucigalpa TIEMPO in Spanish 8 Aug 81 p 2 


[Text] In his brief visit to Honduras, Belizean Premier George Price asked for 
help from the government of Gen Policarpo Paz Garcia to stop a possible Guatemalan 
invasion after that British colony obtains its independence. 


Price arrived in Tegucigalpa on Thursday and in the afternoon he formalized his 
petition to Presiden* Paz Garcia, with whom he met briefly in the presence of 
Foreign Minister Cesar Elvir Sierra. 


Three of the main topics of the conversation were: The independence of the British 
colony on 21 September, the fear of an invasion from Guatemala, and the terri- 
torial status of Zapotillos Cays. 


Price invited a Honduran delegation to attend the Belizean celebration, which 
will be a significeut event because it represents the independence of the last 
colony in Central America. 


However, the main concern of the Belizean premier was the fear that Romeo Lucas 
Garcia might order an invasion to reclaim the alleged territorial rights of 
Guatemala. 


For this reason, he asked for defense support from the government of Paz Garcia, 
who found himself in a very delicate position, since Guatemala and Belize both 
claim ownership to the Zapotillos Cays, which is an insular territory also claimed 
by Honduras. 


In addition, the close relations between Paz Garcia and Lucas Garcia stand in the 
middle, despite the fact that there are currently serious problems in the trade 
exchange between the two countries. 


Price left practically as he came, without taking any categorical answers to his 
request to protect Belize's integrity. 


CSO: 3010/1734 
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COUNTRY SECTION BERMUDA 


LABOR PARTY CALLS FOR PROBE OF STRIKE 
Commission of Inquiry Requested 
Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English-3 Aug 81 ppl, 3 


[Excerpt] The Progressive Labour Party yesterday called for an independent 
commission of inquiry into the underlying causes of the general strike earlier 
this year. 


The P.L.P. said comments made by Bermuda Hospitals Board Chairman Mr Ward Young 
last week made it clear to the Opposition Party that the Cabinet prevented 
early settlement of the Hospitals' dispute. 


"The fact that the dispute led to the loss of millions of dollars to both work- 
ers and management and threw the Country into unnecessary unrest, makes a com- 
mission of inquiry into the underlying causes of the crisis particularly neces- 
sary," said Shadow Minister of ”>alth Mr Walter Roberts in a statement. 


Government blue collar and hospital workers went out on strike in April after 
negotiations between the Bermuda Industrial Union and Government broke off. ‘The 
strike soon spread to include other work forces and brought the Island's economy 
to a virtual standstill by the time settlement was reached on May 6. 


At a Press conference last week, Mr Young rebuked Cabinet for letting negotiations 
drag on, when, had the Hospitals Board had its way, a contract would have been 
signed last December. 


"The union needed to catch up. The difficulty I had was getting the argument 
across to those responsible," said Mr Young. 


Government Rejects Request 
Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 7 Aug 81 p 5] 


[Excerpt] Government yesterday rejected the Opposition's call for an indepen- 
dent commission of inquiry into the underlying causes of the general strike 
earlier this year. In a statement issued last night, Government said: "To re- 
hash events of April and May and to attempt to lay the blame ia any direction 
would serve no useful purpose." 


Government responded yesterday by saying that it could not be held responsible 
for causing, or escalating the strike. "Or, the otherhand, the P.L.P. gave overt 
support to the strikers, particularly those out on sympathy strike who caused 
ugly scenes at.the Airport and brought distress to so many visitors." 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


ROBERTO VEIGA ADDRESSES VARIOUS WORKER GROUPS 
Party Emulation Review 
Havana TRABAJADORES in Spanish 24 Jun 81 p 4 


[Speech by Roberto Veiga, secretary general of CTC and alternate member of Politboro, 
at ceremony naming Caimito best municipality in Second Party Congress Emulation on 
19 June 1981; place not specified] 


[Excerpts] Comrades: 


The year 1980 was a year of hard work, compensated by encouraging and important re- 
sults. Last year we grew in the face of problems. Bad weather, diseases and prob- 
lems caused by shortages and irregular technical-material supplies could not daunt 
or discourage our workers squarely on the road to carry out their union battle 
cries. We achieved undeniable economic successes and also irrefutable and impres- 
sive political and ideological successes. By meeting its emulation commitments, 
the CTC [Central Organization of Cuban Trade Unions] won the trophy as a fulfilling 
organization in salute to the Second Party Congress. 


In all the municipalities, the workers made an extraordinary effort to enable the 
CTC to achieve this resounding victory but we must emphasize that this outstanding 
municipality led that extraordinary effort. Therefore, Caimito was unquestionably 
the best municipality in the country in the great national emulation that the union 
movement organized and developed as a salute to the Second Party Congress. 


When we tried to determine which of the many fulfilling municipalities had achieved 
the best results, there was no question, after an exhaustive analysis, that Caimito 
was the best. It should be pointed out that although the economic results achieved 
determined this decision, Caimito also showed significant results in the fulfill- 
ment of other important political, ideological and social tasks in 1980. 


Result of Stronger Political, Revolutionary, Communist Awareness 


Caimito is not a large municipality; it has a population of 23,311 with 8,396 work- 
ers. Nevertheless, this territory represents 70 percent of citrus planting and 
harvesting in the province. It is very important in milk and meat production and 
includes some basic centers like the Los Naranjos Genetic Enterprise. It has a 
cane area of 148 caballerias and a sugar mill, Habana Libre, that is not large but 
is a very efficient mill. There is a magnificent collective of workers there who 
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have traditionally been known for their emulation victories. This territory also 
has the Juan M. Quijano Enterprise which produces parts and accessories for differ- 
ent national sugar enterprises. The Carbide Enterprise, the only one of its type 
in the nation, is located here. This territory, with five quarries, is also one of 
the main production areas of construction materials in the province. 


In 1980, the mmnicipality of Caimito fulfilled the commercial production plan by 
125 percent; work productivity increased the same amount. The cost per peso of 
production and profits showed favorable balances. All this sounds easy but, with-= 
out any question, it is the result of countless anonymous efforts. It is the re- 
sult of devotion, concern and unselfish, tenacious and fruitful work. It is, fi- 
nally, the result of stronger political, revolutionary and communist awareness. 


The impressive economic results achieved by the Caimito workers were accompanied 
by stronger labor discipline. We could see this, verifying that the overwhe Iming 
majority of its work centers met the established requirements for this important 
indicator in the 1980 emulation. 


Caimito has had an effect, directly or indirectly, on the achievements of Havana 
Province in the sugar harvest, the produce campaign, livestock activity, the to- 
bacco crop, industrial activities, construction, education and services. 


As part of the general effort made by this municipality in 1980, we must point out 
that its volunteer cutters again came in first nationally in the Special Sugar Har- 
vest Emulation during the 1979-80 harvest. Cane District No. 5 fulfilled its plan 
to sow winter and spring cane 3 months early and then did a conscientious job of 
cultivating these areas. This helped achieve yields of more than 100,000 arrobas 
per caballeria in an unirrigated area. 


The Ceiba Citrus Enterprise not only fulfilled its technical-economic plan in salute 
to the Second Party Congress but also fulfilled its commitment to produce 1 million 
quintals of citrus. The workers of the Los Naranjos Genetics Enterprise and those 
of the Nina Bonita Enterprise based in this municipality were the main participants 
in a meritorious task, earning the banner for 1 million liters of milk. The work- 
ers of the Caimito National Poultry Complex overfulfilled their commercial produc- 
tion plan by almost 7 percent. 


Some of the successes in agricultural and livestock production were not only the 
results of the effort of the workers in this sector but also part of the fruitful 
effort of the workers in all sectors in this area because of the many mobilizations 
like Red Sunday last 2 November in salute to the 63rd anniversary of the October 
revolution and the Second Party Congress. 


We must emphasize that the Caimito workers, in addition to meeting their productive 
commitments so well, had to support neighboring areas through mobilizations of vo- 
lunteers. They participated in different tasks like harvesting potatoes and tobacco. 


Overfulfillment of Tying Workers, RGS Applied in Most Enterprises 
In 1980, the municipality overfulfilled the plan of tying workers and the General 
Wage Reform was applied in most enterprises, establishments and budgeted units. 


Caimito quickly fulfilled the commitment assumed by our union movement to victori- 
ously culminate the beautiful Battle for Sixth Grade in 1980. 
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The workers and the people in this mmnicipality responded, as they have always done 
to any call of the revolution, with their enthusiastic veteran participation in im- 
pressive revolutionary reaffirmation campaigns like the marches of the fighting 
people in April and May and the gigantic rally in the Plaza de la Revolucion on 

1 May. [Passage omitted] 


What Basic Tasks Face Us? 


What are the basic tasks that we have facing us? Comrade Fidel pointed them out to 
us in his recent speeches, particularly at the Second Party Congress: production 
and defense. These are our indispensable and unavoidable tasks. 


Everyone knows that the world is living in difficult times today, times of great 
tension caused by the arrogant and aggressive policy of the imperialists. U.S. mi- 
litaristic circles have made aggressive plans about our fatherland with the deluded 
pretension of beating us and crushing our glorious socialist revolution, in this 
way destroying the unshakable faith that emanates from its lucid example for the 
fraternal peoples of our America. 


In an impressive demonstration of courage, honor and decency, all our people have 
responded as always to our commander in chief 's call. Millions of men and women 
have expressed their staunch readiness to join the Territorial Militia and hundreds 
of thousands are already in military units and well trained as a new organized force 
of the people. Together with our glorious and invincible FAR, they are ready to 
confront and conquer any aggression from our irreconc jlable enemies. They have re- 
acted the same toward the idea of financing the Territorial Militia with voluntary 
contributions from the people. 


Through comrade Fidel's words, our people have reiterated their love of peace, 
their desire to contribute to civilized coexistence with all countries. It is our 
fervent desire to be able to continue to dedicate ourselves to the great creative 
work of the con-truction of socialism. [Passage omitted] 


Problems in Light Industry 
Havana TRABAJADORES in Spanish 26 Jun 81 pp 4-5 


[Speech by Roberto Veiga, secretary general of CTC and alternate member of Politboro, 
at closing of Fourth SNTIL Congress on 24 June 1981; place not specified] 


[Text ] Comrades: 


The work of the congress is over. The great sense of responsibility predominating 
in your deliberations was accompanied by the optimism and joy that characterize the 
workers in this industry. 


We were happy to see the large number of female delegates participating in this 
event. This shows the high percentage of women participating in this sector and 
impregnates your tasks with the seriousness, combativeness and contagious enthusi- 
asm that the working women usually glory in. 
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After the main report--enriched by the contributions of the delegates--was approved, 
there was a critical and self-critical evaluation of all the tasks, Successes, de- 
ficiencies and problems since the third congress. That report, the agreements made 
in the course of its discussion and the final resolution just adopted demonstrate, 
in our opinion, the main objectives that will direct the work of the union in the 
next 5 years. 


It would be unnecessary, irrational and presumptuous in these closing words to the 
congress to try to focus on all the aspects that have received your attention. We 
will only emphasize some of the many problems and important tasks that concern and 
direct the action of the light industry workers. 


The congress revealed that the main activity of SNTIL [National Union of Light In- 
dustry Workers] must be the fight for efficiency and, especially, for quality be- 
cause of the nature and destination of the production of these branches of the 


economy. 


Quality, particularly in this industry, expresses the degree of awareness reached 
by the workers, the knowledge, understanding and convictions that motivate them to 
act with the greatest class sense of duty, with a communist attitude toward work, 
with a profound collective spirit, with a spirit of solidarity and with fervent 
respect for the people. 


Each day the union must look harder for incentives for better work, promoting 
healthy pride in all the workers for quality in their work, making all of them feel 
that poor work diminishes their dignity and prestige. 


The conduct of the workers plays a decisive role in the fight for quality but it 
does not depend exclusively on the political-ideological work with the worker col- 
lectives, no matter how extensive or profound it is. At the same time, a number of 
objective and subjective factors have moral influence and affect the work behavior. 
These include technical-material supplies, the condition of the equipment, argani- 
zation, control of the productive process, skill of the personnel, environmental 
conditions and the pay system. These factors and others affect the state of mind, 
the awareness and general attitude of the workers. Therefore, these factors cannot 
be isolated from the ideological work; on the contrary, the union must keep in 
mind that the primary purpose of its ideological work is to seek solutions to prob- 
lems, answer concerns, resolve misunderstandings and satisfy the need for orienta- 
tion and information concretely and with the appropriate language. 


The CTC greatly appreciates the serious efforts that the Ministry of Light Industry 
has made to increase economic efficiency and, especially, improve quality. There 
is obviously more administrative demand and concrete measures have been adopted. 

It was an intelligent decision, in our opinion, to restore some abandoned opera- 
tions in making clothing, shoes and other articles for personal or family use. The 
important thing is not just to make more but to make it well. What interests the 
economy, what the people want and deserve, is to fulfill the plan, but always re- 
specting the established standards of quality. 


The battle for quality is not simply a motto or a temporary ativity. It isa 
permanent and complex task that requires time, parseverarce, total effort, a great 
sense of responsibility and the energetic joint work of the administration, the 
union and all the workers. 
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Shortages, Irregularity, Quality of Raw Materials, Supplies, Accessories, Spare 
Parts Negatively Affect Quality 


Many people agree that shortages, irregularity and the quality of raw materials, 
supplies, accessories and spare parts sometimes negatively affect the quality of 
products. It is logical to assume that if fabrics, hides or any other raw material 
or supply is deficient, the clothes ani shoes produced, no matter how conscientiously, 
cannot have the proper quality. It is also logical to assume that if production is 
affected at the beginning of the year by a shortage in raw materials or supplies and 
we are forced to make a marathon effort later to make up for the delays, quality 

will be affected. 


It should be pointed out that the shortage, irregularity and quality of supplies 
that the normal development cf the productive process demands do not always depend 
on the will of the administrative leaders. At times we lack the financial resources 
to acquire them on time and in the required quantity and quality. At other times, 
we have the resources but it is not possible to obtain them in time or with the de- 
sired specifications. There are countless objective problems, including problems 
in sales contracts, shipments, transportation and even in unloading in our ports. 

We are not immune from uncertainty. These are imponderables that we fight to eli- 
minate as much as possible; however, there are definitely realities we cannot ig- 
nore. Of course, the union and all the workers must watch to denounce and keep 
these realities from covering up deficiencies in planning, organization and economic 
management in general. We note this because occasionally these deficiencies affect 
adequate technical-material supplies. When this happens, the workers and the union 
have the right to demand an accounting. The great working mass of our country has 
amply demonstrated its ability to understand the problems and, therefore, has the 
legitimate right to demand efficient solutions when they are materially possible. 


One delegate criticized one of the most irritating organizational problems which 
conspires against quality and which the workers do not understand--it is difficult 
for them to understand it. That is the problem of codification. As is known, most 
of the light industry enterprises and establishments have a limited storage capa- 
city. Nevertheless, there are repeated complaints that these warehouses are crammed 
which stops production. However, the stored merchandise carinot be packed or re- 
moved because it has not been codified and priced. It remains stored for an inde- 
finite period of time, progressively deteriorating. In other words, after invest- 
ing so many resources and efforts to acquire the raw materials and make the produwts, 
they get lost or deteriorate and their costs increase unnecessarily due to notori- 
ous organizational deficiencies and bureaucratic mechanisms that should be taken 
care of in advance. It is simply inexplicable. The union and the workers have to 
fight stubbornly against this. 


Workers' Skill Very Important to Fight for Quality 


The skill of the workers is very important in the fight for quality. The union 
culminated the Battle for Sixth Grade victoriously. Now it is undertaking tasks 
for a new commitment which is much more complex technically and organizationally: 
the Battle for Ninth Grade. Imaginative and revolutionary solutions will be re- 
quired to conclude this battle successfully. The problems caused by the implemen- 
tation of the fourth brigade in the textile branch and the creation of additional 
shifts in the ready-made clothing enterprises must be examined in detail. 
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The cultural improvement of the workers must be closely tied to the objective of 
increasing their technical skill. Some problems that have been affecting the skill 
of the workers have been criticized; the union must continue to fight for their 
solution. They include: late approval of training plans which frequently means 
lack of coordination with production plans; lack of worker training areas; and non=- 
fulfillment of adopted training programs. We have been told about training courses 
which ended prematurely due to pressure to solve shortages in the work force. 


Environmental Conditions Negatively Influence Fight for Quality 


Some delegates indicated the negative influence of environmental conditions in the 
fight for quality of production. There are many establishments and enterprises 
with crowded working conditions, lack of ventilation, lack of proper lighting, pre- 
carious hygienic and sanitary conditions, leaks in the roofs and inadequate safety 
devices. The absence of systematic maintenance all these years has led to progres- 
sive deterioration of environmental conditions. This was presented strongly. 


The union and the administrative organisms agree to use available resources to en- 
ergetically fight this situation, particularly in the more critical places. This 
is a task that should be given priority and taken care of to the extent of our pos- 
sibilities, not only because o!” what it represents for production but, basically, 
for what it implies from the human point of view. For this 5-year period, the gov- 
ernment has doubled the financ:ial resources allocated to work safety and hygiene 

in the branches and activities of this union. The worker organizations and the ad- 
ministrative organisms must help ensure, not only that these resources are allo- 
cated but also that they are mainly directed to the solution of the basic and most 
urgent needs. 


Union Must Help Related Wages to Quality 


At the Third SNTIL Congress, the need to relate wages to quality was presented as 
an incentive in the fight for better work. It was agreed to improve the present 
payment system, introducing bonuses to stimulate qualitative factors. Almost “ 
years after that congress, very little has been done to carry out this agreement. 
Apparently, the necessary determination was missing. We must even say that, at 
this time when the fight for quality is given priority, we do not see any vigorous 
activity to carry out this task, in spite of the positive balances from the little 
experience obtained. 


With the desire to help the administrative and union leaders in this industry in 
their fight to improve quality, we must tell you, comrades in the light industry, 
that the results have been favorable, immediate, quantified and tangible in all 
the sectors in which we have applied bonuses to give incentives to improve quality. 


There are those who say that perhaps there are obstacles to these bonuses because 
of the problem of guaranteeing the indispensable raw materials and supplies for 
the products to achieve the desired quality. We would reverse this reasoning; we 
would say that we must implement bonuses precisely to feel more compelled to pro- 
mote technical-material supplies. We would go further; we think that we could 
study those cases where it is impossible to obtain the necessary raw materials and 
supplies and advocate--we repeat—-the partial implementation of stimuli for the 











workers who do conscientious work. We hope the Fifth SNTIL Congress does not have 
to evaluate this situation critically again. 


Fight for Planned Assortment, Renovation Must Be Encouraged by Union, Workers 


The ministry made a wise decision to improve quality by demanding strict fulfillment 
of plans, not only in prices but in physical terms. The fight to fulfill planned 
assortments and the decision to expand and change these regularly must be strongly 
encouraged by the union and al]. the workers. 


This policy, although fair, has caused some problems since, according to allega- 
tions, it implies constant technological changes. In addition to causing frequent 
interruptions, this also causes problems in the workers acquiring the required 
training for the new operations. Therefore, it becomes impossible to fulfill the 
norms and their wages are affected. Similar arguments are used when changes are 
introduced in some exportable products. Nevertheless, there are places that car- 
ried out these changes without any problems. What happened? There were detailed 
discussions in advance and rational solutions to the problems were sought and found. 
This is one experience that shows that the correct application of this policy does 
not necessarily generate an unsolvable conflict. These are problems of organiza- 
tion and planning that will force the union to think hard to formulate the vest 
recommendations. 


Frequent Interruptions Are Justified Concern We Must Solve 


Some delegates echoed a concern expressed by the workers in many places about con- 
tinual interruptions, basically of shart duration, which decrease their wages. 
This was latent in all the preparatory process of the congress and, according to 
many, is one of the most critical aspects confronted at this time. 


We asked: if the principles that regulate payment for the interruptions are simi- 
lar in all sectors, why are they questioned so much in light industry? 


In trying to find an answer to this question, we verified that this industry has 
characteristics that somewhat explain that concern. 


In light industry, irregularities in the supply of raw materials and other supplies 
have much more effect than in most other industries. The situation is aggravated 
because these are generally not foreseen, at least in the medium term, and conse= 
quently they occur suddenly in the midst of the workday itself. This causes the 
wage guarantee in this sector to be generally the minimum variant of 50 percent of 
the wage. It is also normal for the workers to be required to remain at the work 
center during the interruption. 


In addition to interruptions common to all sectors, light industry has some pecu- 
liar to it; for example, the most common interruptions are caused by the frequent 
technological changes mentioned above which are inherent to this industry due to 
its direct relationship with the needs and preferences of consumers. The second 
most common one in this industry is interruption for lack of work fo’ce; these are 
more frequent and more harmful than in most other economic activities. In general, 
when a position is unfilled through absence or vacancy, it greatly affects the 

rest of the operations since all are usually closely tied to the process; therefore , 
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an operation that is not done can hinder the entire productive flow. Interruptions 
for this reason have increased recently as a result of the measures correctly taken 
to better use installed capacity. In order to correct the problems of month-long 
work stoppages in the entire industry while the workers take vacation, it was 
agreed to rotate vacations and, in that way, keep the work centers operating all 
year. To carry out this initiative, it was necessary to create some conditions 
like organization of a staff of indispensable personnel. However, the rotating 
vacations were organized without having completely formed that staff, an additional 
cause of interruptions. 


Interruptions in Lignt Industry More Harmful to Workers Due to Frequency, Nature 


As can be seen--forgive ‘he repetition--interruptions in light industry are more 
harmful to the workers due to their frequency and nature than they are in most 
other economic activities. This situation is worse because, precisely in this in- 
dustry, the possibility of overfulfilling narms to decrease the effects caused by 
interruptions are more limited than in most other sectors of the economy. Gener- 
alized overfulfillment of norms is very difficult since these norms are well written. 
Also the possibility of overfulfilling in rany places, although a small percentage, 
is limited by lack of raw materials and supplies that would increase productivity 
but not affect the normal development of production later. It seems to us that 
some delegates from Matanzas Province indicated that, because of this, the effects 
of the tie between wages and norms have been virtually annulled in the case of shoe 
workers. 


How can this problem be satisfactorily solved? We have no magical solution nav do 
we think that one can be improvised. However, we would like to use our prerogative 
of concluding this congress to outline some opinions that, with many others, could 
serve as a basis to solve this situation. 


It is an urgent need that the administration and the union use all their arsenal 

of measures to optimize technical-material supplies, eliminating all subjective 
factors that affect them. In those cases in which these supplies cannot be assured, 
they must take advisable measures to learn this in advance. In that way, condi- 
tions could be created to prevent interruptions and plan for them in the long term, 
thus decreasing present intermittent work stoppages. 


Many Technological Changes Can Be Planned, Discussed with Workers 


Concerning the introduction of technological changes in the productive process, it 
seems possible to us that many of these can be planned ahead and properly discussed 
with the workers. This would help foresee the consequences and look for appropriate 
answers. We think the idea is yood in those cases where the technological changes 
do not correspond with the usual skill of the workers and work productivity can 
temporarily decrease. We repeat it seems to us that the idea is good in these 
cases to work with norms adapted to reality. This is nothing new. It is based on 
international experience and on a practice that existed in this industry for many 
years. 


We feel that the administration and the union must firmly propose to solve the 
problem of indispensable workers once and for all. Obviously, in this industry 
the indispensable workers have to be experienced and skilled workers and there must 








be special consideration in establishing their norms and wages. No one can think 
that an untrained worker is in the position to efficiently do different operations 
that require different degrees of skill and ability. No one can think that an ex- 
perienced and skilled worker who can fulfill his norm in a regular occupation easily 
is willing to be indispensable and, therefore, subject himself to the logical ef- 
fects of frequent changes in occupation if he is not offered special treatment in 
norms and wages. 


In our opinion, comrades, these are some ideas that can be studied to solve the 
problem of interruptions. This is a situation that we must take care of without 
delay, not only because of its influence on the state of mind of the workers but 
also its undesirable repercussions on the fulfillment of the technical-economic 
plans. 


The frequent interruptions are a justified concern which we must answer. This has 
been expressed by the workers with confidence, candor and respect. The workers who 
have presented this situation are the same ones who, at the end of last year, with 
many days of volunteer work made an extraordinary effort to try to make up for the 
effects on the production plan of the first 9 months. They are the same workers 

in the combative detachment of our union movement that, in the first quarter of 
this year, won first place in our great emulation in salute to the Tenth WFTU Con- 
gress. These are our brave and admirable people: These are the veteran armies in 
our glorious union movement! It is a politically committed union movement, a union 
movement that--in spite of difficulties, deficiencies and even misunderstandings-- 
defends the general interests of the revolution and the unyielding foundations of 
the first state of workers and peasants on the American continent. 


We Expect Much of Union in National Emulation Saluting Tenth WFTU Congress 


We expect that SNTIL will continue its victorious progress that earned it first 
place in the first quarter of the year in fulfillment of the goals that have been 
established to salute the commemoration of 26 July. 


It is necessary to continue strengthening the organization and development of emu- 
lation in the work centers. It is necessary to encourage emulation among all the 
workers and you in particular must continue encouraging the Movement of Outstanding 
Workers. We expect much of this union in our great emulation to salute the Tenth 
WFTU Congress. We have ample reasons for that confidence because this is the union 
of workers like Antonio Leon del Monte, Julio Ramirez Quiros, Bartolome Alfaro, 
Felix Gonzalez, Lucio del Carmen, Victoria Turino, Berta Sanjil, Fulgencio Pantoja 
and many other men and women who today, with their exemplary attitude, are not only 
the pride of the union but also the pride of the CTC and the entire country. 


The General Wage Reform has been applied in most work centers in this union. Many 
of the elements in the reform have led to greater economic efficiency and better 
use of installed capacity. One example of the latter is the application of the 
fourth brigade in the textile branch. In general, the results are satisfactory 
although we must point out that the results in the Inejiro Asanuma Textile Factory 
and Bellotex fulfill our aspirations. With respect to the textile factories in 
the two Havana provinces, the results are encouraging but not up to expectations. 
It is important that the union evaluate the factors involved in order to encourage 
opportune recommendations and solutions. It is necessary to analyze what factors 
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were present in Gibara and in Matanzas in order to achieve better results than in 
the two Havana provinces. 


Application of SDPE Still Main Union Task 


Everything indicates that the implementation of the Economic Management and Plan- 
ning System is progressing within the branches and activities of this union. The 
number of enterprises that have been authorized to form material stimulation funds 
is not inconsiderable. Their number will continue to increase. The application 
of this system must continue to be one of the main tasks of the union. 


There are certain signs of nonconformity in some enterprises because, by proposing 
extra plans during the course of the year and not adjusting the management plan, 
the workers see their stimulation funds affected. This is a problem that the union, 
the CTC, the ministry and JUCEPLAN [Central Planning Board] must evaluate to find 
the best solution. 


The development of marginal productions is a task that we think the union should 
stimulate. This is very important in light industry. It is one way to Save Sup- 
plies and raw materials. Savings in this industry is a vital task, especially if 
we note the great limitations that we face in technical-material supplies, many of 
which come from abroad. All the above is closely related to an initiative that 

the union must consistently support. We are referring to the development of local 
industries because of their potential better use of raw materials and supplies, bet- 
ter offer of products to the people and increase in use of cash and source of em 
ployment in many places. 


The congress reviewed the tasks to strengthen labor discipline. Although the fight 
against absenteeism must continue to occupy the attention of the union, there has 
been a decreasing trend in absenteeism these past 3 years. 


Under socialism, the main interest of the union is to make society advance, to de- 
velop the economy and increase wealth in order to improve the well-being of all. 
Of course, this essential objective is not contradicted but complemented by its 
duty to demand that the rights of the workers, consecrated in our labor and social 
legislation, be respected. Many of these problems were discussed in the congress. 


About 95% of Labor Infractions Corrected Now 


The work done by the union in the massive union inspection in which more than 
109,000 infractions were detected was significant. We are pleased that, at the 
time of this congress, about 95 percent of these violations have been corrected. 
We have given great aid in detecting and correcting these infractions but the most 
important result of this work is the skill and training received by thousands of 
workers and cadres in the knowledge, interpretation and application of many impor- 
tant aspects of labor and social legislation. This can be a powerful force for the 
immediate objective: to prevent repetition of these violations. 


In the first half of this year, we evaluated the application of Decree Laws No. 32 
and No. 36. Although it was not our intention, we had to give our opinion yester- 
day in the afternoon session. The survey taken by the union revealed that, in 
applying Decree Law No. 32, the maximm sanctions were frequently invoked regardless 
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of the infraction committed or the history of the worker. Conversely, Decree Law 
No. 36 has not been applied consistently although it should be pointed cut that 
the Ministry of Light Industry could concretely illustrate the readiness of its 
top leaders to vigorously stop every tendency toward arbitrariness, inefficiency 
and lack of administrative discipline. 


It is our duty to firmly support application of Decree Law No. 32 in all cases when 
it is justified and to warn and act when it is applied improperly. If all the al- 
ternatives of the law are not considered, it loses its educational value, the in- 
terests of the workers are hurt unnecessarily and unnecessary tension is generated. 
We must act energetically as a union to strictly apply Decree Law No. 36 in all 
cases where the administration abuses its power. We must fight to prevent the 
image that Decree Law No. 32 is applied diligently but that same diligence is not 
noted in the application of Decree Law No. 36. 


Naturally, the congress discussed many important aspects of the internal life of 
the union and decisions and agreements were adopted. 


Union Must Increase Attention to Bases 


In 1980 the tie between the superior and intermediate organisms and the union bases 
improved although this tie was not as good as necessary during the time between the 
third and fourth congresses. Direct relations with the work centers can help us 
acquire a direct feeling for the problems and positively influence their solution. 
The union must firmly propose to increase its attention to the bases and strengthen 
its direct contact with the workers and the problems that they face. This does not 
mean visiting the work centers to hold formal talks with their leaders and workers 
but going there to help, foresee and prevent problems and, if they exist, help solve 
them. We must eliminate the practice of learning about problems, tossing them 
around and leaving them unsolved. The problems that we find must be problems we 
face and handle until we find a just solution or a convincing and adequate explanation. 


Comrades: 


We are sure that, after this congress, you will be in a better position to carry 
out the tasks that you have before you. We are convinced that you will transmit 

to those you represent the spirit that has inspired the decisions adopted. We also 
know that they, the workers, will feel strengthened and encouraged because the con- 
gress is definitely a reflection of their just concerns and hopes. Converted into 
resolutions at this congress, they will act as a force to sweep away any obstacle 
in winning new great victories for the revolution. 


Basic Tasks Are Production, Defense 


Although the subjects covered in this congress concerning economic, labor and so- 
cial problems sufficed to give it singular importance, there was also the just im- 
portance of continuing to strengthen the firm participation of the workers in the 
Territorial Militia and the contribution of resources to help finance it. The con- 
gress confirmed the massive and conscious response of the workers, from the very 
beginning, to our commander in chief's call brilliantly expressed in his historic 
Report to the Second Party Congress. He indicated that the basic tasks after this 
great assembly of the party and the republic were production and defense. 
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Imperialism, in its ferocious hatred of our fatherland, is mare aggressive and in- 
solent and prepares new aggressions that reveal its lack of scruples and its open 
mockery of the most elemental international laws. This adventurous policy is part 
of the global plan of imperialist strategy against the socialist system, especially 
against the Soviet Union, as well as against any type of progressive fight or fight 
for national liberation in today's world. 


Coarsely defying the just desire of mankind for peace and peaceful coexistence among 
all countries and in its mad race for world domination, it continues to arm itself, 
devoting colossal resources to the creation of more destructive weapons while hun- 
dreds of millions of men and women, children and old people are victims of poverty, 
disease and lack of education. Millions die every year vecause of this. 


Facing the cruelty of the imperialists, we reaffirm our internationalist principles 
expressed in the firm decision to continue improving our fraternal relations with 
the peoples of the world who fight for their liberation and to make the ties that 
unite us to the fraternal countries of the socialist community, particularly the 
fraternal and beloved Soviet Union, more solid and indestructible. Neither social- 
ism nor the peoples want war; this is imposed by the imperialists. To the people, 
peace is their main wealth. 


To defend this front trench of socialism in America means not only defending our 
own right to survival and to decide our own destiny but it is also an effective 
contribution to the peoples of the world who fight for their inalienable rights. 
It is a contribution in the joint effort for world peace. 


Therefore, we have the need to strengthen ourselves each day, to be prepared and 
well trained in modern military technology. Therefore, the decision of the congress 
concerning defense tasks is important. It expresses the decision of our workers 
and all our revolutionary people. 


The Territorial Militia, united with our glorious and invincible FAR, improves our 
defense system and will farce the enemy to think twice before trying something. If 
he does decide to try it, he will receive a convincing and devastating response 
from our heroic people who are sworn in and ready to carry out the sacred words of 
General Antonio: “Anyone who tries to take Cuba will take the dust of its soil 
drenched in blood if he does not perish in the fight." 


Continue Union Work, Work Hard to Make It Stronger 


Comrades: 


We would like to congratulate the members of the National Committee and the Execu- 
tive Secretariat elected today, particularly comrades Pedro and Mirita, confirmed 
as secretary general and second secretary respectively. 


We exhart you to continue expanding the work of the union and to work untiringly 
to make it stronger. 


We express to you the confidence of the CTC leadership that you will know how to 
completely carry out Fidel's teachings and guide with the immortal example of the 
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one who, through his memory and image, has presided over this congress, our beloved 
and unforgettable comrade Lazaro Pena. 


Long live the Fourth SNTIL Congress! Long live the Communist Party of Cuba! Long 
live Fidel! Fatherland or death! We will win! 
7717 
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Havana TRABAJADORES in Spanish 7 Jul 81 p 4 --- a bE a 


[Speech by Roberto Veiga Menendez, Alternate Member, Political Bureau, and Secretary- 
General, CTC [Central Organization of Cuban Trade Unions]: "The Struggle for 
Development Above All Is the Struggle for the Transformation of Man, His Intelligence, 
His Capacities"™] 


[Text] Speech at the close of the graduation exercises 
for 2,486 new professional specialists. 


Comrades of the head table, 
Comrades graduates, 
Comrades, 


During this Year of the 20th Anniversary of the Bay of Pigs, the University of 
Havana is paying the best possible tribute to that date, it is rendering the best 
possible homage to those who fell defending the fatherland and socialism, through 
this graduation exercise, at which 2,486 new professional, higher-level specia- 
lists join in the tasks of the construction and defense of our revolution. 


We would like above all to congratulate the comrade graduates, especially the 
group of vanguard members who have just received their diplomas, and we would like 
to express to them, in the name of our people, in the name of our workers, our 
party, the sincerest appreciation for the effort they made and for the dedication 
with which they did their duty as students. 


Likewise, we must hail the self-sacrificing work of the professors, the university 
administration personnel, all the workers at the university, which is our oldest 
institution of higher education. They enable us each time to have better and better 
graduating classes and higher levels of theoretical and practical training. These 
achievements also to a great extent contribute to the aid and support of the work 
collectives to which the students are linked during their career or to which many 

of them even belong as they enter the university with the status of workers. 


Regarding the latter, it is a source of profound joy to us two be able to emphasize 
here that more than 50 percent of this graduating class consist of worker-students. 


A Text of the Performance Spirit of the Working Class 
This fact is of extraordinary significance for all of us. Im it we can see a test 


of the spirit of performance and development of our working class, the advanced 
force of the revolution and the people. In it we can furthermore see how the 
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ideas expressed by Comrade Fidel are materialized, regarding the transformation of 
university education and its ever more profound link to the country's economy, to 
the cultural and social development of our fatherland, to the elevation of the 
technical and professional levels of our supervisory personnel and ovr worker rank- 
and-file. 


‘This university, in which more than half of the graduates are workers, is pre- 
cisely the university that comes in colors of black, mulatto, of worker and peasant, 
which one day our unforgettable heroic guerrilla fighter, Maj Che Guevara asked 

for. 


Since then, things have not been easy in giving those courses. I want to take this 
opportunity to point out that we are still confronting difficulties and limitations 
in teaching our wezkers. These are problems which we are coping with. Right now, 
the Ministry of Higher Education, the institutions of higher education, and the 
CTC are analyzing the ways and means that will enable us to achieve greater ef- 
ficiency in these courses on the basis of a teaching organization that will be more 
in line with the reality we face. 


We must underscore the importance of this graduating class to our country. 


On some occasions, in the midst of the gigantic effort which the revolution is 
making to overcome underdevelopment, and, along with it, the heritage of backward- 
ness and misery which the old society left us, we have become accustomed to meas- 
uring our impressive advances only in terms of new factories, new highways, new 
lines of communication, new dams and irrigation systems, new sugar mills and sugar- 
cane growing areas, new schools, hospitals, and more social facilities. 


Without taxing any importance away from those factors, we could say however that 
one of the most decisive and expensive investments in development is the one which 
our fatherland has been making for more than 20 years in the field of education. 
Today, with graduation exercises such as this one, we are harvesting the fruits of 
the enormous efforts which extend from the literacy drive and which continue with 
the creation of thousands of new schools, the training of tens of thousands of 
teachers and professors, the drafting of a new overall concept of revolutionary 
pedagogy, the tie-in between study and work on ali levels, the construction of 
hundreds of modern middle and higher-level teaching centers, adult education, the 
Battle for the Sixth Grade, and many other achievements which have placed Cuba at 
the head of education in all of Latin America. 


Struggle for Development Above All Is Struggle for Transformation of Man 


The struggle for development above all is the struggie for the transformation of 
man, his intelligence, his capacities, and his potential. 


Man is the one who directs, organizes, and produces; he is the one who revolution- 
izes society and transforms nature. Through him and for him all efforts are made 
to create a richer, more just society, capable of coming up with a growing response 
to his material and spiritual needs. 


We are living during a phase of the revolution in which the capacity of the cadres, 
their political, cultural, technical, and professional level, depends to a great 
extent on the accomplishment of the tasks facing the country. 
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So ee ee 


Hence the tremendous importance of this graduation exercise. The graduating class 
includes specialties of enormous importance te n:‘‘°7al growth. There are those 
which belong to the natural sciences and matheme the social and humanistic 
sciences, and those relating to economics, in other words, fields of kuowledge 
which must promote both production development and greater attention to health, 
education, and other needs of the population, the advancement of our people's 
culture and ideology, and the vital tasks, which are always current, the tasks 
involving the perfection of planning and economic management of our country. 


In relation to this last point, it is encouraging to observe the percentage of 
graduates in the special field of economics, especially during the regular daytime 
course, compared to the rest of the specialties. 


At the same time, as was reflected in the report by the comrade university presi- 
dent, it is necessary to develop in depth the search for solutions that will make 
it possible to increase the number of graduates in basic sciences such as mathe- 
matics, physics, and chemistry. There is no doubt that technical and scientific 
development, its application to production processes, and also the elevation of 

the quality of education require us to have an ever growing number of specialists 
in these fields. The strengthening of these branches is indispensable in order to 
provide impetus for research and development in the branches of the applied sciences. 
This will enable us gradually to raise our own levels, to make better use of the 
resources we already have, and in a short time to achieve the assimilation of tech- 
nologies and advances attained by other countries. As Fidel pointed out so cor- 
rectly, from the very first years of the revolution's triumph onward, Cuba's 

future must necessarily be a future of men of science. 


However we cannot feel satisfied with the number of young people who graduate in 
the basic sciences. We are familiar with the efforts being made and the measures 
being taken to solve this problem, including the suitable selection and training 

of college preparatory schools for students who have the ability to get into these 
special fields. We are sure that we could provide favorable impetus to this situa- 
tion over the next several years. 


There are other circumstances which we must stress with regard to this graduating 
class. One of them is the fact that the graduates in the regular daytime course 
numerically constitute the largest graduating class of the University of Havana 
during the past five courses. Another significant fact is that 51 percent of all 
graduates are women and that proportion goes up even further in the regular daytime 
course where the figure for female attendance is 65 percent. Ther? is no doubt 
that this is a clear example of the spirit of study, tenacity, and discipline which 
increasingly characterizes Cuban women, thus increasing their decisive role within 
the revolutionary process. 


We must also emphasize that this is the fifth graduation exercise to be held after 
the historic resolutions of the First Congress of the party and the subsequent re- 
organization of the network of institutions of higher education. Life itself has 
confirmed the correctness and necessity of these measures. We have seen a mani- 
festation of the advantage of the new system and the new structure of specialties. 
Today we have the satisfaction of knowing that our university centers are improving 
their conditions day after day so as to carry out their teaching and educational 
activities and to turn out the specialists demanded for the country's economic and 
social growth. 
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More Organization, Higher Standards, and Greater Efficiency in Higher Education 


Developing this system, perfecting it in a consistent manner, each day raising its 
pedagogic and scientific levels, developing organization, tightening up standards 
and improving efficiency--these are tasks which the leaders in our field of higher 
education must tackle. 


I must say that this graduation exercise is not only of special significance in 
terms of the number of comrades who complete their studies and in terms of the 
makeup of the special fields in which they are graduating; this graduation exercise 
also is outstandingly important because of the moment at which it is taking place 
and because of the concepts which have guided the overall training of our new 
graduates. 


First of all, the comrades who today get their diplomas were trained from the very 
first levels of education in the revolutionary principle, a profoundly Martian 
and Marxist principle, of the combination of study and work. They are men and 
women who are familiar with work in our fields and who know what it means *o pro- 
duce with their hands. During those years of study at the university they were 
linked to practical activities in production, assistance, educational, or service 
centers. They are familiar with the country's concrete problems. They are not 
professional people who come out of the classrooms with an idealistic vision of 
what expects them outside. This is an extraordinary advantage which must lead to 
faster assimilation of work, to higher quality, and above all to an attitude of 
stubbornness, nonconformity, and struggle to overcome the shortcomings and problems 
which still exist in our work centers. 


Perfect Ties of Students and Professors to Production, Service, and Research Tasks 


Experience corroborates the formative, political, ideological, and also scientific 
value of this principle of establishing a link between study and work, between 
theory and practice. There is no denying that we are in a general sense getting 
positive results from its application. However, we must not conceal the fact that 
the application of these concepts, in higher education, turns out to be more complex 
and difficult than on other levels. This is why it is absolutely indispensable 

to seek the most effective forms between the centers of higher education and the 
enterprises, the institutions, and the government agencies, in order to perfect the 
link of the students and professors to the tasks of production, services, and re- 
search. The value of this activity to the development of future specialists re- 
quires us to continue to pursue this effort in depth. 


It is already a fact-~and we are filled with satisfaction--that our students are 
taking courses in the revolutionary science of Marxism-Leninism in the university 
classrooms. 


We believe that this is one of the most important achievements of our higher educa- 
tion establishment in recent years. We cannot really conceive of a university 
graduate, whc has gone through the school of the revolution, and who does not have 
a solid Marxist-Leninist theoretical foundation, who does not know the essential 
theses of our concept of the world, our economic doctrine, and our political foun- 
dations. 








We must work toward that and more, We must fight to make sure that our students 
will organically combine their professional studies and their political studies 

so that Marxism-Leninism will not be just another subject to them, another item 

in their curriculum, but that it will rather permeate, illuminate, and clarify 
their entire technical and scientific education, becoming a guiding truth for 
action, for research, and for the standards of political and moral conduct of each 
university youngster. 


We have advanced in this field but we still have quite a distance to go. We must 
keep improving the quality of teaching in Marxism-Leninism and we must delve further 
into its study. We must make sure that the learning of this science will take 

place in a living form, closely tied to the concrete problems of the construction 

of socialism and the activities of our people and the other peoples of the world. 


Our higher education today is in the midst of a moment of dynamic growth. Prior 

to the revolution, the number of university students barely exceeded 15,000 and 
most of them came from the middle and financially well-off classes of society; 
today we have about 200,000 students, distributed over 39 university centers through- 
out the country, half of whom, in round figures, are workers who are studying with- 
out abandoning production, administration, or services. More than 7,000 Cuban 
youths are taking courses in higher education at centers in the Soviet Union and 

in other socialist countries. The 28 career fields which were taught in our uni- 
versities at the start of the revolution have today grown to 114 civilian spec- 
ialties, grouped in accordance with the various branches of the economy, science, 
and culture in this country. We are developing research, we are perfecting and 
revolutionizing the systems of teaching; each day we are making our study programs 
more profound, more coherent, and more demanding. We have successfully organized 
the system for constant improvement and updating of university graduates through 
postgraduate courses. We are also establishing the system of scientific grades. 


Cuba Can Have Specialists on an Ever Higher Political, Ideological, Scientific, and 
Technical Level 


There is no doubt that we are marching on a promising road. By consistently fol- 
lowing that direction, the country will be able each day to have specialists on 
an ever higher political, ideological, scientific, and technical level. This is 
what our party, our state, and our working people expect from the centers of 
higher education. 


On the other hand, we cannot overlook the circumstance that the comrades, who are 
graduating here today, have not only been given better academic training. They 
also had to live and participate in a moment of acute political and ideological 
struggle. The new graduates who are getting their diplomas today also received 
their certificates through the Marches of the Fighting People. They were present 
during the meetings of April and May 1980. They resolutely and decidedly con- 
fronted the aggressive threats of Yankee imperialism and the cowardly and un- 
patriotic attitude of the antisocial trash. They also took part in the process of 
strengthening the university student body. In other words, they are men and women 
who demonstrated, through facts, their fighting and firm positions side by side 
with the people, the revolution, the party, and Fidel. 
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A large group of comrades graduating today will shortly also graduate as reserve 
officers of our glorious and undefeated Revolutionary Armed Forces, This is an 
expression of compliance, by our educational centers, with the fundamental tasks 
outlined by the commander-in-chief and by the Second Party Congress: production 
and defense. Production in this case means the graduation of professional and 
technical cadres, capable of even further strengthening the various work fronts of 
the country. Defense means that each of these new graduates has prepared himself 
or is ready to prepare himself so as to do his military duty with honor and ef- 
ficiency if our fatherland should be the victim of new threats or aggression from 
the imperialist enemy. 


We must furthermore state that it is not only the revolutionary, socialist, and 
patriotic spirit of our people that is present at this graduation exercise. We 
also have here its profound internationalist sentiment, represented by several 
scores of youngsters from various brother countries who pursued courses of higher 
education in Cuba and who today are happy as they successfully complete their 
education. It is a source of enormous satisfaction to us that our university 
centers can make this modest contribution to the development and happiness of other 
people. With pride we can say that, right now, more than 2,000 students coming 
from 79 countries are pursuing their courses of study at Cuban university centers. 
To the comrades who tonight complete their stuc\ies we want to express our con 
gratulations with all our hearts; we want to ask them to bring to their peoples 
the brotherly and united message of our revolution and to tell them that Cuba 
received them and sends them home again as if they were its own sons and that it 
will always receive them with open arms. 


Always be proud of having been a member of the graduating class on the 20th an- 
niversary of the Bay of Pigs. 


Dear comrade graduates, 


As of now, no matter how many years may pass, you will always carry with you the 
revolutionary pride of having been members of the graduating class during the 20th 
anniversary of the Bay of Pigs. 


This satisfaction will accompany you in your new life of work and responsibility; 
it will always identify you with your old fellow students and it will be a per- 
manent cause of personal reflection. 


What we can wish you at this moment, what we can tell you in the name of our people 
is this: May you at all times be consistent with the spirit and the teachings of 
this immortal event in the history of our fatherland as it faces the imperialist 
aggressor. That of course means a lot. It weans always being linked to the wor- 
kers; it means profoundly accepting the encouragement of our working class, it 
means learning from its collectivism, its austere and fighting attitude; it means 
being examples of revolutionary humility, of modesty, discipline, and rectitude on 
basic principles; it means completely devoting yourselves to doing your duty and 
being ready to march wherever duty may call, to the most remote corners of Cuba 
or anywhere in the world, no matter how far away the place may be, to provide the 
generous support of the strength of your arms and your intelligence. 
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There is no need to tell you that permanent study is indispensable. Finishing 
your course of study only means that you have attained a basic level of knowledge. 
That level must be enriched and it must be constantly brought up to date. In the 
times in which we live, times of scientific and technological revolution, knowledge 
multiplies in the various branches and only through an attitude of constant search, 
of constant scientific restleseness, of constant dissatisfaction with what has been 
achieved is it possible to conquer and to keep up with modern knowledge. 


Learning and teaching constantly, assimilating what is new and advanced wherever 
it may come up--that must be the attitude which the country needs on the part of 
its scientific and technical cadres. 


Dear comrades, we congratulate you. The revolution opens up for you an impassioned 
horizon of work, struggle, and creation in all fields. The country expects the 
best possible fruits from you. In you we find the most arduous efforts and the 
highest hopes, the noblest hopes of our heroic people. We are sure that you will 
manage to respond to this high ievel of confidence. Just 20 years after the Bay 
of Pigs, each of you can consider himself materially or spiritually to be a son 
of the Cubans who fell there, defending the sacred cause of the fatherland and of 
socialism. Each one of you can feel to be the heir and the relief of those who 
gave their blood there so that the revolution and the people may continue to live. 
Their sacrifice lives in you. Their dreams live in you. Their glorious banner 
moves forward through you and through you resounds the victorious and immortal 
slogan of Cuba and Fidel: Fatherland or Death! We Shall Win! 


Ninth Grade Education Drive 
Havana TRABAJADORES in Spanish 10 Jul 81 p 4 


[Speech by Roberto Veiga Menendez, Secretary-General, National CTC [Central Organi- 
zation of Cuban Trade Unions], Alternate Member, Political Bureau: "Every Suitable 
Worker Without a Ninth-Grade Education Must Be Studying! There Is No Other Alter- 
native! We Cannot Wait Any Longer--Time Is Short!"] 


[Text] Speech delivered at the general meeting to promote 
the Battle for the Ninth Grade in the City of Havana. 


Comrades, 


During this year of the 20th anniversary of the Bay of Pigs we also commemorate 

the 20th anniversary of the triumph of the historic literacy drive which, in the 
cultural area, was the first major undertaking of gigantic proportions to which 

the revolution addressed itself. 


We recall how our entire people participated in that beautiful battle against 
ignorance inherited from the hateful bourgeoisregime: Students, workers, youngsters 
and old people, organized in brigades that taught even in the most remote corners 

of the country. | 


The extraordinary triumph achieved and the experience accumulated in this great 


undertaking opened the way to another colossal educational task which involved the 
victorious battle for the sixth grade. 
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You all know the tremendous effort that was made for somewhat more than 5 years 
to achieve this brilliant educational success because you were active participants. 


It essentially constituted a new manifestation of the triumph of the ideas of 
socialism in our country and it furthermore clearly expressed the powerful impetus 
of the labor union movement and the firm determination of the working class and 
the other workers to accomplish all the tasks outlined by the Communist Party of 
Cuba and our commander-in-chief, Comrade Fidel. 


In particular, as we know, this province of the City of Havana graduated somewhat 
more than 110,000 workers, while 97 percent of the suitable men and women obtained 
the minimum sixth-grade education or more. This was the first province in the 
category of special studies to complete the battle for the sixth grade. 


In addition to being a goal that has been attained, victory in the sixth grade is 
above all a point of departure toward the conquest of new steps in the effort to 
raise the cultural level of the workers. 


Victory in the sixth grade therefore is not just a goal that has been attained; it 
is above all a point of departure toward the conquest of new steps in the effort 
to raise the cultural level of the workers. The conviction has already taken place 
that we must win in another, no less grandiose educational task: "The battle for 
the ninth grade." The tremendous significance of this activity is summarized in 
various documents approved at the Second Congress of the Communist Party of Cuba 
and especially in the statements by comrade Fidel, such as the following: 
"It is very important and very encouraging to realize that our workers have the 
sixth grade now. But, watch out. They must now prepare themselves for the ninth 
grade. And that is very important. That is not a luxury; nobody is going to 
believe that this is a luxury; it is a great moral satisfaction but it is also a 
great economic necessity." 


In the gigantic effort which it is making toward our economic and social growth, 

the revolution is devoting voluminous resources to the country's industrialization 
and to the modernization of agricultural and livestock activities. But financial 
and material resources are not enough if we do not at the same time have the 
absolutely necessary human resources. But those human resources have to be made 

up of workers who are trained to operate, to manage, and to control the equipment 
and the complex modern industrial installations; hence the need for training large 
numbers of skilled workers and technicians on the middle and upper levels each year. 


Only through a real revolutionary process, such as the one which is taking place 
in our fatherland, is it possible to propose and to attain impressive objectives 
in all areas which economic and social growth demand. One of these is of extra- 
ordinary dimension for the reasons given above and has to do with education and 
the present moment; it involves the correct and necessary aspiration which the 
CTC and the unions have proposed to attain, that is, to have no less than 700,000 
workers by 1985 who have at least a ninth-grade education, throughout the country. 
However, the effort to be made by the province of the City of Havana is consider- 
able by virtue of the numbers of workers who must register next September and in 
February 1982; these are decisive stages for the massive graduation which will 
enable us to attain our objective in 1985. 


This province has proposed the goal of getting 35,000 workers to register for 
ninth-grade courses in September. Although this is a figure higher than the one 
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last semester, it is infinitely below the requirements, taking into account the 
number of people we have to graduate, the duration of the course, and the rela- 
tively short time between now and the last year of the 5-year term. As a matter 
of fact, if we add up the numbers of workers to be registered next September and 
in February 1982, the labor unions in the province of the City of Havana must get 
no less than 85,000 students to go to the classrooms, to study, by that deadline; 
this figure represents only 70 percent of the total number to be graduated during 
the 5-year term, which comes to 122,000 workers. 


We are sure that this new battle will likewise go forward with renewed zest, just 
as during the fight for the sixth grade in this province, with the same enthusiasm, 
sense of responsibility, intelligence, and wealth of initiative; in this case, this 
new battle involves the great responsibility of graduating all workers in the 

City of Havana who have an aptitude for study. 


This is a very serious commitment which you undertook when you signed the municipal 
‘ documents for victory in the sixth grade. Since this is so, success in this 
endeavor will demand the adoption of multiple forms of study organization in keeping 
with the specific aspects of the various territories and sectors existing here. 


We can say with satisfaction that the CTC and the Ministry of Education worked to 
find the technical teaching solutions which provide a response to the various 
special features and situations that might arise in this battle. 


"We can indeed say with satisfaction that the CTC and the Ministry of Education have 
worked hard to come up with the technical teaching solutions that provide a response 
to the various special aspects and situations that might present themselves in this 
battle. 


The conditions have already been created and the various ways of study are already 
functioning, with the exception of the free convocations which will begin shortly, 
thanks to the effort being made by the comrades at the Ministry of Education by 
drafting the textbooks which are absolutely necessary for the success of the free 
convocations. 


But we must always keep in mind that it is not enough to create these ways of study. 
What good would those ways of study be if we did not utilize them to the full ex- 
tent of their potential? This is why we cannot deny the need for being constantly 
alert in order creatively to apply the various ways or forms of study at labor, 
municipal, provincial, and labor union centers. 


There is no doubt that the moment demands a maximum effort and extreme vigor in 

the actions to be developed so as to win in this undertaking of ours which involves 
greater technical and organizational complexity; that will force us to introduce 
creative and revolutionary solutions to the problems and to remove anything that 
can be an obstacle to this objective which, in the City of Havana is of even 
greater importance as compared to the country's other provinces because this is 
where we have the heaviest concentration of industrial and service workers in the 
country and because we also have a vast number of workplaces with two or three 
work shifts. 


This is why we cannot delay any longer in working together with all of the authori- 


ties that share responsibility in this task; this is why we must draft the general 
and special strategies that will facilitate the progress of registered students 
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and graduates. In this sense, the role played by the administrative agencies is 
of inestimable significance; more particularly, we are talking here about the 
instructors who have the task of fighting not only to achieve technical qualifica- 
tion but also to achieve cultural advancement among the workers. We believe that 
it is absolutely necessary to strengthen and expand the participation of the admin- 
istrative agencies even more in the battle for the ninth grade, together with the 
labor unions. This must be manifested through practical and precise actions, 
through the application of various measures aimed at providing impetus, at inspec- 
tions and checkups on this activity, both through visits to classrooms or schools, 
contacts with the worker-students, or through the analysis of the progress of the 
battle which is being carried out in the executive boards of the various organiza- 
tions, enterprises, or budgeted units. We must also strengthen to the utmost the 
technical teaching activities which will permit the workers to become skilied wor- 
kers starting with the sixth grad° and simultaneously to acquire the level of 
worker secondary school. In other words, we must use, as another important way of 
study, our polytechnical schools and the training resources of the administrative 
agencies so that people might obtain the ninth grade also through skilled worker 
training courses. 


In this struggle to achieve large numbers of registered students and graduates we 
must absolutely first of all have the support and the readiness of the labor union 
and administrative leaders who are capable but who do not yet have a ninth-grade 
education. We must not fail to mention the encouraging example of the labor union 
and administrative leaders who joined this effort to provide impetus and to attract 
the rest of the workers to this study effort. 


They must be the first to register, to attend classes, and to graduate! 


As you know, numerous general municipal and provincial meetings have been held 
throughout the land to provide impetus for the battle for the ninth grade. 


Here are some of the problems or difficulties that have come up: 


Deficient control and supervision of some offices and lahor union sections, as well 
as the absence of systematic, profound, and demanding work in certain provincial 
and municipal labor unions which had an effect in terms of the failure to achieve 
registration targets and to get a good retention rate. 


Poor functioning of ninth-grade competition at the base. Lack of knowledge on the 
part of the students and teachers in this competition effort and delay in the 
delivery of moral and material incentives. Deficiencies in organization of mid- 
way and final checkups and in the selection of those who attained the training 
objectives and those who were most outstanding. 

Very low number of graduates. 

Dissemination of information on the battle is poor and insufficient. 


Difficulties in supplying the material study base. 


Deficiencies and insufficiencies in teaching-methodologica) care given in classrooms 
and schools. 


Closing of classrooms due to low attendance; shortage of teachers or absence of 
budget funds. 
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Dropouts due to problems involving working hours, transportation, widely scattered 
homes, and other causes. 


Failure to make maximum use of the capacities of the regular network of SOC [Workers 
and Peasants Secondary School], failure to use all ways of study. 


Lack of support on the part of some administrative agencies, poor participation by 
worker-teachers in the methodological preparation and poor functioning of labor 
union delegates in classrooms where workers studied. 


In general, these problems in essence are a natural consequence of the complexity 
and enormous magnitude of the battle for the ninth grade. 


Generally speaking, these problems essentially are a natural consequence of the 
complexity and tremendous magnitude of the battle for the ninth grade. 


It is loyical to think that, if the target were not really up to what a people in 
revolution can do, we would not be facing those situations. The most important 
thing however is not to realize that they exist. The decisive factor involves the 
determination, readiness, and courage to face those situations and to resolve then. 


Emotional weapons are not enough in this struggle; we must also be ready at any 
Moment to make maximum use of our intelligence in properly tackling the difficulties 
that may obstruct the great undertaking of coming out victoriously in the battle 

of the ninth grade by 1985. 


We must as of now start to use precise language so as to respond to all of the 
particular aspects that may present themselves in the labor union sections, in the 
offices, in the municipal and provincial labor unions, as well as in the townships 
and provinces of the CTC. On the basis of attaining our production targets and 
our defense objectives, we must apply all of the variations and strategies that 
enable the workers to study and to obtain a ninth-grade education. 


There is no doubt that a tenacious effort is required on the part of the workers. 
It is not easy for adults to work and study at the same time. But practice shows 
that, when willpower prevails and when there is a determination to learn, there are 
no obstacles among the representatives of the working class and among the workers 
when it comes to win in their studies. 


There are those who want to study and to discharge the pledges they have undertaken 
but they are running into obstacles because they are always being mobilized or 
being assigned to certain tasks which interfere w’*'!: their permanent location or 
their regular attendance in class. 


There are female comrades whose work makes it impossible for them to study regularly 
and who furthermore have household chores or little children. 


There are quite a few male or female workers with rotating working hours or who 
live in places that are far away and where there are no classrooms or secondary 
schools near their homes or their workplace. 


There are cases of hard-working comrades who got their sixth-grade diploma quite 


some time ago and who do not understand the content of the study programs as they 
report to the SOC classrooms; and so they drop out. 
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These are some of the negative phenomena which have arisen in our daily work and 
which can be eliminated if we together devote ourselves to seeking adequate solu- 
tions. In these cases we must creatively apply the necessary initiatives and we 
must suitable use the various forms of study. The standard of daily and night-time 
work, of permanent and systematic work to be done, tells us that, right now, every 
suitable worker without a ninth-grade diploma must be studying! There is no other 
alternative! We cannot wait any longer; time is short! We must place special 
emphasis on those cases which are on the lowest level of school education and which 
must go through four semesters in the worker secondary school. It is necessary and 
useful to develop a vigorous and broad movement of review and knowledge consolida- 
tion throughout the country so that both those who attend the regular courses or 
the special meetings as well as those who turn up for the free convocations review 
and study the material systematically. 


The slogan for this movement will be: "Each labor union section with its own review 
group!" 


Here, the teachers and professors of the Labor Union of Workers in Education and 
Science will be able to help and contribute toward impetus in the battie for the 
ninth grade; they did such a fine job in the battle for the sixth grade through 
the organization of the Salvador Garcia Aguero Brigade. The pedagogical-revolu- 
tionary principle which emerged along with the literacy drive is: "The person 
who knows more must teach the one who knows less." This slogan will now acquire 
even greater dimension and we are sure that the technicians, professional specia- 
lists, and all workers, who are able to help their other comrades, will participate 
in this great movement of constant review for those who do not have a ninth-grade 
education. This cooperation will extend to the family or the home when the young 
high school or college preparatory school students also make their contribution to 
this review effort, to clearing up doubts, or to firming up the knowledge of their 
parents and other close relatives. 


As we said earlier, this moment calls for great responses. This is why our last 
National Committee meeting approved the proposal to the effect that, between the 
semesters beginning in September 1981 and February 1982, we register 70 percent of 
the workers who must be graduated in this teaching effort during the present five- 
year term, in other words, that we register no less than 482,000 workers between 
both of these school terms. 


The positive examples which we observe among scores of thousands of workers and 
teachers who, with their labor union and administrative leaders, confront the dif- 
ficulties and complex situations that arise in this battle, enable us to look for- 
ward to success in the undertaking of the labor union movement together with the 
Ministry of Education and other govenment agencies and the related mass organiza- 
tions directed by our party. 


We cannot fail to mention the significant role which socialist competition can play 
in this process in the battle for the ninth grade which must be stepped up tre- 


mendously. 


We cannot fail to mention the significant role which socialist competition can play 
in this battle for the ninth grade which must be stepped up in a superlative form. 
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It is indispensable for the competition plan in the battle for the ninth grade to 
be widely known to the workers; in the heat of the battle they must spell out and 
sign pledges to join up and go to the classrooms, to stay in class, to attend lec- 
tures, and to stick with it until victory has been declared in this battle. The 
fighting enthusiasm of the workers could be motivated through the coordination of 
competition challenges between labor union sections, labor union offices, municipal 
and provincial organizations of labor unions, and between the municipal and pro- 
vincial sections of the CTC. 


But if competition is to attain its objective it must be accompanied by efficient 
information dissemination. We must therefore use all possible means at each work- 
place: bulletin boards, posters, permanent radio facilities, mobile radio facili- 
ties to support the irreplaceable personal effort through individual conversations 
with suitable workers who can report to these class. oms, and during assemblies 

and meetings to be held by departments, brigades, and work shifts. With a similar 
objective in mind we must use the mass communications media in the particular place, 
province, and throughout the nation. As you know, and as everybody knows, our 
fatherland will be holding the Tenth World Labor Union Congress in February of the 
coming year. To hail this tremendous event of the workers on a worldwide scale, 

the registration and graduation figures we attain will be called Registration and 
Graduation for the Tenth Congress of the WFTU. For this purpose, this general meet- 
ing must constitute the first point of departure in achieving the predicted figures 
for registration and classroom attendance, to be attained next September and in 
February of next year; after that we must continue to emphasize actions aimed at 
promoting the struggle for retention, attendance, and graduation. 


During this year of the 20th anniversary of victory in the Bay of Pigs, the workers 
in the City of Havana through concrete facts demonstrated their readiness to accom- 
plish the production and defense tasks. 


It is our conviction that, in this beautiful and great battle which we have ahead 
of us for the ninth grade, we will also witness the indomitable fighting determina- 
tion and the will to win on the part of the workers of Havana who realize that this 
in essence is "a great economic necessity" as comrade Fidel put it. 


It only remains for me to tell you that you must maintain this spirit of victory 
and that you must continue to walk the road of success in the construction of 
socialism. 


We must attain the registration and graduation goals in honor of the tenth congress 
of the World Labor Union Federation! Long live the working class! Long live the 
glorious Communist Party of Cuba! Long live Fidel! Fatherland or death! We shall 
win! 
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Equipment Use, Maintenance Problems 
Havana TRABAJADORES in Spanish 15 Jul 81 p 4 


[Speech by Roberto Veiga, Secretary-General, CTC [Central Organization of Cuban 
Trade Unions], Alternate Member, Political Bureau: "The Labor Union Movement Has 
High Hopes in You, in Your Work Capacity, in your revolutionary and class con- 
sciousness, and it always expects a timely, firm, and concrete response in the 
coming drive to prepare the soil for cold planting") 


[Speech delivered during the meeting of land clearing workers 
on 11 July 1981. ] 


Dear comrades: 


We are happy to have an opportunity to meet here with more than 100 equipment oper- 
ators involved in preparing the sugar cane land and who participate in this meeting 
to represent more than 8,000 workers at this first national meeting organized by 
the Sugar Worker Union. 


We have kept tabs on the extraordinary effort made by you in soil preparation work. 
You were first when it came to cold-planting last year and after that, more re- 
cently, during the tremendous effort connected with the great spring cane planting 
drive, when the whole country wrote one of the most beautiful pages in our produc- 
tion effort, when we planted more than 30,000 caballerias of sugar cane. This was 
the biggest planting drive in our history. 


To achieve this feat, the work done by you during the months prior to that was 
decisive. 


In the central report which we made to the 42nd Meeting of the National Council of 
the CTC, in March of this year, we said: "We are above happy to report the extra- 
ordinary effort made by the soil preparation workers. This was an enormous and 
almost always anonymous effort." 


Looking at the machete men,the cart driver, the combine operators, and other com- 
rades who did outstanding work in the harvest, these men were the object of due 
recognition on that occasion and they were given moral and material incentives; 

we reflected deeply on that and we concluded that we should act likewise in relation 
to the operators concerned with soil preparation; during that council meeting, we 
stressed the need for analyzing the advisability of including them in the sugar 
harvest incentive plan. 


You know that thousands of articles were distributed during that harvest among the 
most outstanding members of the cutting, hoisting, and pulling forces, as well as 
the workers at the sugar mills. 


We awarded more than 80,000 prizes with a variety of options, including the tradi- 
tional incentives, as well as others, such as automobiles, motorcycles, air condi- 
tioning units, home furniture, construction materials, and free trips to socialist 
countries. It seemed only fair to us that you should also h- able to pick some of 
those incentives for the future. 
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To be able to do that, the Sugar Labor Union will conduct a vigorous, enthusiastic, 
and aggressive competition drive among you so as to enhance the magnitude of the 
collective and individual effort of this labor force which is so important to the 
accomplishment of future plans. 


The harvest checkups must include soil preparation activities. 


One of the objectives behind the convening of this meeting is the search for a com- 
petition method which would help motivate and which would help us each day achieve 
greater production and productivity and to increase the interest in work results. 


We must make sure that, during the harvest checkups, when the winners in the res- 
pective categories are announced, we also include soil preparation activities. The 
people must know who the advanced team is, along with the most outstanding enter- 
prise, the most outstanding operator, as well as the province that leads the others 
during the months when this evaluation is being carried out. 


By way of proper recognition of the effort made and the results obtained by you 
during the last campaign, we allocated 50 automobiles with the right to a purchase 
option, for the 50 best soil preparation operators. Surely, among the comrade 
delegates attending this meeting, there are some who were able to win that right. 


We know that selection began from the bottom up; we searched in the provinces and 
we rigorously analyzed throughout the nation. This task was difficult because of 
the large number of comrades who achieved outstanding results so that they were 
included in the report. 


We might have an operator who was selected and whose achievement, in absolute terms, 
was less than that of another worker but we also had to take into account the type 
of equipment he operated. You know that it is not the same thing to operate a new 
piece of equipment witn higher power, on the one hand, and, on the other hand, a 
C-100 or a DT-75 whore useful life is practically over and we all know that the 
operation of this ec.ipment is possible only through self-denial, willpower, and 
hard work on the perc of the operator. 


There are many tractors which are in active use as a result of the revolutionary 
consciousness of the workers who operate them. If this were not so, then the 
equipment would have fallen apart a long time ago. By keeping this in mind, we 
also included those tractor drivers among the individuals to attend this event 
and who were offered the right to purchase an automobile. 


Land Preparation Quality Still Presents Difficulties 


There are many examples of self-denial among the thousands of agricultural machinery 
workers who work without interruption for many long days and who enabled us to be 
successfu. in the tough soil preparation plan drawn up for this phase. That is 

no easy thing. It was necessary to spend many sleepless hours, to give up many 
hours of rest and these men also had to live far from their families. Neither the 
cold of the night or the early morning, nor the dust, the noise, or the loneliness 
broke your iron willpower to win this decisive battle, thus producing admiration 

and respect from the people and appreciation from our party. 
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In spite of this situation which attests to the extraordinary advances achieved, 
we also observe some deficiencies taken up at this meeting and others which were 
the subject of an analysis by the labor union and the MINAZ [Ministry of the Sugar 
Industry]. 


The quality of soil preparation still presents difficulties. In many places, the 
cane fields are being plowed in line, that is, above the furrow. When we do that, 

as you know, the tractor suffers much since the plow has two or three discs, break- 
ing the soil up deeply, while the others leave a ragged border. It is precisely 

this border which is most compacted by the action during the harvest. Afterward, 
when the crossing is made in that part of the land, which is rough, the prism appears 
as if the soil had indeed been broken up. 


We detect strips in the junctions of the ridges. In them we find we plantings of 
cane as happened in some cases in the fields at Barbados 4362; this, as we know, 
is a variety hit by rust. This can be observed when the field has been broken up 
for several days and when we begin to see the runners. 


There are problems with the adjustment of the tool which causes deficient plowing. 
On many occasions, at the beginning of the fields, we note that the work lacks the 
~roper quality and that the edges have not been properly cleared and the stones 
were not removed. 


Need to Achieve Optimum Equipment Utilization 


As for the organizational aspect, we have detected deficiencies which we must 
eliminate during the next campaign so as to achieve optimum equipment utilization. 


Here are the main problems that were detected: Ther: was no efficient utilization 
within the equipment utilization and organization system. Spontaneity was present 
on numerous occasions. In many cases the equipment was underutilized, for example, 
we had four tractors where only two were needed. 


Another problem which must be solved involves the double shift. We must counteract 
the resistance to organizing the double shift and we must eliminate such narrow- 
minded criteria as "this is my tractor." There are those who prefer to work 16 

or 18 hours and they do not want any other comrade to use the tractor. When this 
happens, the equipment is underutilized, although it should be used 24 hours. On 
the other hand, when the worker has such a long work schedule, there is much risk 
involved. This may affect his health and the declining productivity curve is more 
obvious now. 


There are as a matter of fact tractors which have no headlights and they cannot be 
operated at night; but every new tractcr, such as the Komatsu and the K-/700 tractors, 
as well as other equipment units, their technical condition permitting, must be 
operated on double shifts. 


Another shortcoming has to do with the lack of skill on the part of some operators. 
Sometimes, due to pressure of work, we give a piece of equipment to an operator 
who does not meet the minimum requirements in terms of operating knowledge. 








Work Safety Is an Aspect We Must Start Considering During the Coming Months 


Another question we have to analyze has to do with the connection between work 
results, on the one hand, and the wages of the crew chief and the mechanics, on 
the other hand. We must conduct the corresponding studies to evaluate the possi- 
bility of allowing this clain. 


Work safety is an aspect we must also begin to consider during the coming months. 


It is inadmissible for operators to be exposed to inclement weather because the 
tractors do not have tops. We all know that this situation can be resolved with 
a little bit of determination. On some occasions, the workers must put up empty 
fertilizer bags, cardboard, nylon bags, and other things to protect themselves 
against the sun. They were issued goggles this year. This helps alleviate the 
irritations to the eyes resulting from dust and soot. 


The labor union must fight to make sure that you will be able, each day, to do your 
work under the best possible conditions in accordance with our possibilities. 


During the past harvest drive, we solved some problems relating to rations. There 
were cases when chow wagons were built so that food could be consumed hot and so 
that the workers would get cold water. They were assigned a quota of coffee as well 
as other items facilitating the work. 


There were difficulties with clothing and shoes. Right now we are analyzing the 
possibility of including you in the distribution of better-quality clothing which 
will be supplied to the other harvest workers. 


We ust raise the skill level and the cultural level of the operators. 


In listing the difficulties, we must report the lack of skill qualification neces- 
sary for the operators as being one of the most outstanding factors here. The 
introduction of ever more complex equipment in all sugar can activities calls for 
workers with a higher cultural level and with the ability adequately to assimilate 
the advances of science and technology. 


Right now, after having victoriously completed the battle for the sixth grade, we 
have begun the new battle for the ninth grade. 


It is the intention of the labor union movement to make sure that more than 700,000 
workers will be graduated in 1985. This is no easy task but we will do the job. 


Among the soil preparation operators we have a large number of youngsters who con- 
stitute a formidable source for boosting the hard working army of workers who join 
in the task of continuing education. We know the difficulties you face by virtue 
of the nature of your work but your interest in studies must prevail over all in- 
conveniences. 


The labor union and the MINAZ must seek and find ways to facilitate your access to 


the classrooms; they must use teachers who can move along with the harvest ciew, 
mobile classrooms, etc., in other words, they must create the indispensable conditions 


6 











to make sure that operators with an education below the ninth grade will be able 
to register, to attend classes, and to graduate by the specific deadlines. 


The cultural . vel is decisive at this time and it will be even much more decisive 
in the future waen it comes to being able to occupy positions of greater complexity 
and responsibility. The big tractors, the harvester combines, and other modern 
equipment units can be operated in an optimum fashion only by those who have a 
higher educational level. 


Competition must be at the center of labor union activities. 


One problem you have to solve has to do with the production meetings and the way 

in which people must participate. There are quite a few meetings which are being 
held in the district or in the workshop without your participation. Sometimes this 
is due to the long distance or the lack of transportation and so on; there is a 
rather obvious absence on the part of land clearing operators at those meetings. 

We must review general methodology t© figure out the possibility of holding the 
meeting within the crew and with all of its members present. This is a complex 
task but we must find a practical solution. 


Dear comrades: 


Right now, the equipment and machinery are being repaired so that we may, during 
the coming months, carry out the plowing phase for cold planting. 


More than 6,000 tractors will participate in this great battle, from the powerful 
Komatsu tractors to the smallest ones. All of them, without exception, must be 
used to the maximum extent of their potential. 


There has to be competition at the labor union's work center. It is of the utmost 
importance to organize it, to develop it, to provide impetus, and to bring it to 
the most remote corner of the sugar cane enterprise so that it may become a con- 
scious thing and a matter of honor for each member in providing impetus, vigor, 
and enthusiasm for the entire work collective whose members have the great respon- 
sibility uf creating the conditions for the coming sugar harvest. 


Technical maintenance on tractors must be done in time and properly. 


Finally we want to emphasize some aspects on which the MINAZ and the SNTA [National 
Sugar Workers Union] have been working; this has to do with the care that must be 
given to machinery and to soil preparation by the men involved in this activity. 


l. Perform technical maintenance on tractors and tools within determined periods 
of time (daily and planned) with the proper quality and at the proper time, so as 
to achieve a higher technical safety index and therefore a longer machine operating 
time. 


2. Repairs must be accomplished rapidly and with proper quality to reduce idle 
time due to equipment failure. 


3. Support equipment (fuel and water pipes, hoisting mechanisms, machetes, etc.) 
must be given better care both in operation and handling because these important 
items must be available when needed. 
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4. Equipment must be properly coupled (that is, the tractor and the tools) so that 
we may achieve better work quality and technical safety in equipment units. 


5. Strict implementation of soil preparation technologies aimed at the various types 
of soils. This will give us better quality in the various cultivation activities 
and better machinery utilization. 


6. We must do high-quality work as required by the standards for each type of soil. 
It is very important to work at the correct depth and to maintain the proper time 
interval between plowing runs, not leaving any ragged edges. As far as harrowing 
is concerned, we must not leave any areas without correct soil loosening. Living 
stumps lead to a mixture of varieties which can be very dangerous above all when 
you want to eliminate varieties susceptible to diseases. Deficient loosening of 

the soil leaves it in poor condition for planting and retention of moisture, etc., 
and that leads to bad germination. 


7. Correctly adjust tools to facilitate adequate work, to achieve greater producti- 
vity and less equipment failure. 


Dear comrades, 


The labor union movement has high hopes in you, in your work capacity, in your 
revolutionary and class consciousness, and as always expects a timely, firm, and 
concrete response from you during the next soil preparation drive for cold planting. 
I want to congratulate you. Fatherland or death! We shall win! 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


GOVERNMENT'S LOAN TALKS WITH IMF CONDEMNED BY DOUGLAS 


Bridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 2 Aug 81 p 3 


[Text] 


CSO: 


ROSEAU, Dominica, 
Saturday ‘CANA) — Former 
Dominican Finance Minister 
Michael Douglas has. con- 
demned the government's 
decision to negotiate a $37 
million dollars loan from the 
International dollars loan from 
ithe. International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) en ee eee 
be more hardships for 

Mr. Douglas made the 
criticism in his contribution to 
the $143.7 million budget- 
presented in Parliament on 
Tuesday Ree Minister, 


ment for negotiating the 


te sepa He -_ said 
inicans were not involved 
fully the negotiations. 
He said that government had 
“in its typical dictatorial fashion 
run to sign an agreement with 
the IMF, then when the crunch 
is beginning to come it rushes to 
involve the trade unions into 
accepting the IMF guidelines’. 
Last year, Dominica entered 


3025/196 


into a three-year agreement 
IMF required that government 

t government 
implement a wage freeze of 10 


said that nt steps were 


infested with the leaf spot 
disease. - 


Miss Charles, in presenting 
the budget, said that the 
agreement with the fund was 
vital for the government to 
continue its economic 
programmes. 








COUNTRY SECTION DOMINICA 


BRIEFS 


BUDGET APPROVAL--Roseau, Sun: (CANA)--The Dominica Parliament last night approved 
the island's 1981-82 budget of $143.7 million with the question of the assistance 
from the International Monetary Fund (IMF) dominating the four-day debate. Oppo- 
sition parliamentarians challenged the government's decision to obtain a $37 
million loan from the IMF over a three-year period, while government MPs con- 
tended that it was necessary for the country to survive. In her rebuttal last 
night, Prime Minister Eugenia Charles reiterated that the country needed the IMF 
assistance. "We required urgent and immediate help. We saw eye to eye with the 
IMF." But she warned: "It is necessary for us to earn more and cut down on 
expenditure and waste like what we had before. The IMF has given hope to Domi- 
nica," said the Prime Minister, noting that the loan "If used properly will put 
us back on our feet... and we will not go back to the IMF. She explained that 
the measures which her government and the IMF had agreed upon were measures her 
administration would have imposed regardless of whether or not IMF had come to 
the country's assistance. [Text] [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 

10 Aug 81 p 5] 


CSO: 3025/202 
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COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


JOINT COMMUNIQUE ON SOVIET PEACE COMMITTEE'S VISIT 
St George's THE NEW JEWEL in English 16 Jul 81 p 6 


[Text] Joint communique of the Soviet Peace Committee delegation and the 
Grenada Peace Council. 


In response to the invitation of the Grenada Peace Council, a delegation of the 
Soviet Peace Committee, composed of K. A. Khachaturov, Deputy Chairman of the 
Management Board of the Novosti press Agency and V. K. Zubrev, officer of the 
Soviet Peace Committee, visited Grenada between July 10 through July 12, 1981. 


In the course of the meeting that took place with executive members of the Gre- 
nada Peace Council, the representatives of the Soviet Peace Committee expressed 
their solidarity with the Grenada Revolution and the struggle of the people of 
Grenada who under the guidance of the People's Revolutionary Government have 
embarked on a course towards an independent development of their country. 


The countries noted the significant importance of the effort the peace loving 
public has been exerting in preserving and consolidating detente, curbing the 
arms race, and ensuring a general and stable peace on earth. 


A serious concern was voiced in connection with the growth of international 
tensions, the continuing attempts of the most reactionary forces and circles 
of imperialism, Reagan administration and the multinational corporations in 
the first place, to ignore the will of the peoples and, in effort to preserve 
their domination, to resort to the policy of threats and stabilisation of pro- 
gressive regimes, to provoke conflicts in various parts of the world. 


Both sides have condemned the campaign of slander unleashed by the American 
imperialism against the people of Nicaragua aud Grenada. They resolutely ex- 
pressed themselves against the interference in the internal affairs of states 
by the imperialist forces under the guise of spurious assertions that it is 
necessary to wage the struggle against the "snternational terrorism," but which 
is directed in reality towards suppressing the national-liberation movements. 


The sides expressed their solidarity with the just struggle of the peoples of 
Salvador, Guatemala and other countries in Latin America and the Caribbean 
against reaction, for freedom, democracy and social progress. 


In the course of the exchange of views grave concern was expressed in connec- 
tion with the build-up of the American military presence in Central America 











and the Caribbean, which destabilizes the situation and creates a threat to 
peace and security in this region. 


The sides expressed the vital importance of creating of the zone of peace in 
the Caribbean that corresponds to the interests of all states of the region. 


The Grenada side pointed to the importance of the new peace initiatives advanced 
by the 26th CPSU Congress, which represent a complex of concrete measures aimed 
at making the international climate healthier, achieving a deeper detente pre- 
venting a nuclear war, and contains proposals for curbing the arms race. It 

was also noted that the Appeal of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR to Parliaments 
and Peoples of the World calling on them to contribute towards starting negotia- 
tions with a view to preventing a new round of the rocket-nuclear weapons have 
provided yet another demonstration of the resolutions of the Soviet people to 
struggle for preserving peace on earth. 


Both sides have expressed themselves in favour of an all-round support for the 
World Council of Peace in the struggle for peace and social progress and also 
expressed their readiness to contribute to a further strengthening of its prin- 
ciples and contribute to a greater effectiveness of its work. 


A satisfaction was expressed in connection with the establishment of the friendly 
bilateral relations between the Soviet Peace Committee and the Grenada Peace 
Council, and the sides expressed themselves in favour of a further widening of 
the links of this kind by way of mutually informing each other and exchanging 
delegations on a bilateral basis regularly. 


CSO: 3025/197 














COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


BISHOP IN RADIO TALK WARNS OF DENGUE FEVER DANGER 
Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 4 Aug 81 p 3 


[Text] St George's, Grenada, Monday (CANA)--Prime Minister Maurice Bishop has 
called on Grenadians to heighten their awareness about the threat posed to the 
country by dengue fever. 


The Prime Minister who is also responsible for health, made the call Friday night 
in a radio interview. 


Mr Bishop said that dengue fever which had broken out in some Caribbean islands 
such as Cuba, Martinique and Guadeloupe, was posing a real threat to Grenada. 


He explained that Grenada was faced with a possible outbreak of the disease be- 
cause "there is a flow of visitors to our country and of Caribbean people moving 
from one island to another." 


"I think the problem has been that our people have not as yet realised the exact 
extent and scope of the threat we face,” he said. 


Mr Bishop said that the Grenada Government was particularly concerned about a 
possible outbreak of Dengue Fever on the Grenadine Ward island of Carriacou, 
which is administered by the government here, is expected to pay host to a 
number of visitors from throughout the Caribbean many of whom can be carrying 
symptoms of the disease. 


He also said that the situation on the Ward Island was of grave concern to 
health officials in Grenada because of the lack of pipe borne water in 
Carriacou. 


"Obviously, with the free flow of traffic between Grenada and our sister island 
of Carriacou, the disease could very easily hit our country Grenada," he added. 


The Prime Minister disclosed that there were a few suspected cases of Dengue 
Fever in Grenada and said "we cannot become complacent about this question. 


"I think that our people need to understand that there is a threat. I think 
they need to understand that the Dengue Fever kills people, especially children 
and young adults. 
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"People also need to understand that there is no vaccination they can receive 
in advance to stop the disease from coming," Mr Bishop said. 


He, however, noted at this time there was no need for Grenadians to be alarmed 
over the possibility of an outbreak of the killer disease. 


"We have a relative low infestation rate. In fact, it is still an under five 
per cent rate," he said. 


Mr Bishop announced that the Grenada Government will tomorrow be launching a 
massive clean-up campaign in an effort to prevent an outbreak of Dengue Fever 
on the island. 


He said the operation would involve the police, 4s well as members of the Peo- 
ple's Revolutionary Army (PRA), the militia, the National Youth Organisation 
(NYO), and the National Women's Organisation (NWO). 


Mr Bishop also said that "our people have to raise their consciousness about 
the need to stop littering, to stop throwing garbage and rubbish all about. 


"It's a bad habit that people in the Caribbean generally I would say have. 
I think too for the future generally, people need to get more interested in 
an active and concrete way in public health and in finding out about diseases." 


CSO: 3025/197 
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COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


EDITORIAL ASSAILS U.S. ATTITUDE TO UNDO REVOLUTION 
St George's THE NEW JEWEL in English 16 Jul 81 p 2 
{[Editorial: "An On-Going Threat] 


[Text] Many people in Grenada are asking the following questions: How come 
the U.S. is always attacking poor little Grenada? How come every few months 
there is a new plot? When will the C.I.A. leave our people alone? When will 
our enemies give up? 


This is a difficult question to understand and even a more difficult question 

to explain. However, it is an extremely important question. The key to under- 
standing the question is this. The moment you make a revolution, U.S. imperial- 
ism never accepts you. They see it as a defeat for them for their economic 
interests, worldwide. 


They go all out to knock down your revo. They give themselves the job, the 
duty, to overthrow your process. It is not a part-time job. It is a full time 
job for them. They work night and day at it. 


Before March 13, 1979 (on March 12th, let us say), Grenada did not exist in a 
serious way in the thinking of U.S. Imperialism. 


At most, they may have had a file on Grenada stuck in a little corner of a 
little drawer. Grenada was not important because it was "safe" territory. 
Therefore, they were not doing anything to disrupt Grenada. 


The moment the revolution took place, the U.S. set up a whole department called 
the Grenada Counter-revolutionary Section with one objective only: to overthrow 
our revolutionary government. 


The minute you make a revolution whether in Cuba, Soviet Union, Poland, Angola, 
Nicaragua or Grenada, the U.S. government opens up a whole department against 
you. They work round the clock to knock you out. They do not work on Grenada 
once a year or once every six months or when they remember us. 


They have dozens of men and women working on Grenada full time, day and night. 
They do not take this task lightly. It is serious work. Just as you go to 
work in the factory or on the farm every morning at eight, just as you stu- 
dents study to pass your exams, just as you militia comrades take on your guard 
duty, so too these perverse criminals take their counter-revolutionary "work." 
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You know from your work plan that if you do not complete a task today you will 
continue with it tomorrow. Well, this is exactly how these people think and how 
they act as well. Therefore, it is not a question of the revolution shouting, 
"Wolf, Wolf, Wolf; plot, plot, plot." 


It is a case where the wolf is in fact always trying to crash the fence, always 
looking for a hole, an open door, a crack, a crevice to enter, damage and turn 
back Grenada's revolution. And even if you beat back the wolf this morning, the 
wolf will come back tonight. And even if you beat back the wolf tonight, the 
wolf will come back either later thatnight or in the morning. In fact it is 

not a question of one wolf. U.S. Imperialism is a pack of determined wolves 
surrounding every revolution full time. 


Some people think that if we stay quiet and "behave ourselves" imperialism will 
not attack or invade us. Nothing is further from the truth. When the people of 
the Soviet Union made their revolution, they pulled out of the world war and 
called for peace with all governments. They did not provoke the United States 
or give them any excuse to attack. Yet the United States government (and others) 
invade the Soviet Union. It was the same with the Guatemalan revolution in 

1954 and the imminent Dominican Republic revolution of 1965. Therefore, it is 
not a question of keeping quiet. 


Sometimes some people say it is because of elections. The imperialists and 

their allies push that line about Grenada vigorously. However, they overthrow 
Cheddi Jagan and Allende, two duly-elected governments. Therefore, whether you 
have elections or not is not the test. The test is whether you have a genuine 
revolutionary socialist programme or not. This is the issue that decided whether 
they invade you or not. 


Comrades, while it is true that the eneniy of revolution is experienced, having 
been in this business for decades; while it is true he has developed a bag of 
tricks including the "free press" tactic; while it is true that he dominates 
the mass media; while it is true that he is still able through the skiilful 
use of false propaganda to confuse and divide some sections of the people by 
preaching anti-Sovietism and anti-Cubanism (imperialist calls for "independent" 
socialism are nothing but a trick to separate a revolution from its brothers 
and natural friends and so to isolate and weaken that revolution); while it is 
true that the counter-revolutionary enemy is determined and resourceful, the 
truth of the matter is that the revolutionary forces have a large reservoir of 
strength to draw on. 


In the first place, revolutionaries are people of fighting mettle and courage. 
Secondly, the tricks of the enemy are now well-known to revolutionaries. 
Thirdly, we can learn from and draw support and solidarity from all our revo- 
lutionary brothers and allies. Fourthly, we have the organised support of the 
majority of society the working people whose just cause we are fighting. 


With these decisive strengths, let us continue to prepare to defeat the enemy 
not just today, not just tomorrow, but the following day and in the years ahead. 


CSO: 3025/197 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


RADIX CALLS FOR REDRESS OF AREA LEGAL IMBALANCES 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 5 Aug 81 p 3 


[Text] 


CSO: 


3025/197 


the relevance of the legislative 
machinery inherited 


ministers ble for legal 
affhirs ‘We have to assist in the 
orocess of seekina . trans- 


formation of our societies from 
mirror copies to that which is 


most applicable and suitable to. 


our develonment "’ 


nile 2 not a mere 
i i exercise toe 
ie eee the law is 
leader or whether the socio 
political norms which find their 
emodiment must prevail. 

“This is the ion which 


practitioners of the 


Mr. Radix reaffirmed his 
Peoples Revolutionary 
Government (PRG) com- 
mitment to the regional in- 
tegration process. The PRG, he 
said, ~~ oe = B. 
promote. in 
people of the Caribbean. 


This is an irreversible 
- commitment made by our 


government to the Caribbean 

— for the benefit of afl.” 
minister com 

the work of the CARICOM 

secretariat in assisting the 

LDCs in tackling problems of 


GRENADA 








COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


'THE NEW JEWEL' HAILS OECS AS POSITIVE STEP FOR UNITY 
St George's THE NEW JEWEL in English 8 Jul 81 p 2 


[Text] The Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) is now a reality. 
It was formally launched last Saturday, on the 8th anniversary of Caricom, 
July 4. 


So far only two countries have ratified the instruments to formally institu- 
tionalise the OECS. They are Grenada and St Lucia. But all the five other 
states have remained firmly committed to making the OECS a reality after hav- 
ing worked together for over a decade within the West Indies Associated 
States (WISA) grouping. 


The OECS has been warmly welcomed by all Caricom States who feel that it will 
help to strengthen Caricom itself in all respects. This fact was reaffirmed 
here last week, during the Caricom Foreign Ministers Conference, when the min- 
isters and Caricom Secretary-General, Dr Kurleigh King, all expressed positive 
views about the OECS. 


The principles of the OECS allow for strengthening of cooperation and unity 
among the seven member-states in many respects. And as Cde Maurice Bishop, 
leader of the NJM, has often repeated, it will carry the struggle for the 
region's people one step ahead. 


The new Grenada has an impeccable record when it comes to working towards 
regional integration. Since the Revolution, the PRG has actively supported 
and workers towards regional unity in every possible regional and international 


forum. 


Within months of the Revolution, Grenada, St Lucia and Dominica signed the 
"Declaration of St George” at a ceremony here on July 14, 1979. This decla- 
ration comprises many principles which can go a long way towards the libera- 
tion of our people in the region. And these clauses can still be looked at 
by the OECS itself. 


In every way, the launching and establishment of the OECS is a positive 
development in our region. It remains for its principles to be followed, and 
the projected gains to be accomplished, so that the region's people can carry 
forward the task of regional integration. 


The "JEWEL" welcomes and hails the OECS. Forward Ever, to a unified Caribbean 
people. 


CSO: 3025/197 60 











COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


BRIEFS 


AGRICULTURAL CENSUS--St. Georges, Grenada--Thursday (CANA)--The Grenada Government 
will this month launch an agricultural census, in preparation for the drafting of 
a new development plan for this vital foreign exchange earning sector. The 
Ministry of Agriculture in collaboration with the Ministry of Planning will conduct 
the census August 22-27. A spokesman for the Ministry of Agriculture said today 
the last agricultural census in Grenada was conducted in 1961 or 1962, with an 
update in 1975. But, some years ago, a fire at the Ministry of Agriculture 
destroyed most of these records. "In view of the fact that we are about to 

write up an agricultural development plan" the spokesman said, "plus the fact 
that, these days, we are busily involved in developing programmes and looking for 
assistance for agriculture." "We thought it best to do an ajricultural census, 
which would provide us with up-to-date information on the agriculture sector." 

One of the developments expected to come out of the census is a farm register 
giving names and addresses and indicating the type of each operation. Specific 
attention will be paid to cocoa, nutmegs, bananas, fruit, roots and tubers, 

Deas and corn, sugar cane, vegetables and coconuts. The census will produce 
i-formation on unutilised and under utilised lands. [Text] [Bridgetown ADVOCATE- 
NEWS in English 15 Aug 81 p 7] 


"PIONEER' CAMP--St. Georges, Grenada, Saturday (CANA)--The first ever camp for 
"Pioneers," children between the ages of 5 and 14 years was opened during the 
week by Grenada Prime Minister Maurice Bishop. Addressing the 175 assembled 
campers, Mr Bishop told them that living in Grenada today meant that they were 
part of a new process which was being built in the country and they were fortunate 
to be growing up in an atmosphere of freedom, which gave full rein to their 
creativity. "You are part of a revolution that is also young," he said, "A 
revolution that is under two-ana~a-half years and, because of your own ages, it 
means that you can say that you and the revolution are growing and learning 
together and, therefore, you have a real task of helping to shape exactly what 
that revolution will be like 10 years from now." That is what the People's 
Revolutionary Government means when it says that Grenada's children, the 
"Dioneers” are the future of the revolution, he said. Bishap's PRG came to power 
in a coup in March 1979. The Pioneers camp, which is to last one month, is aimed 
at assisting in the development of sports and culture in the children, as well as 
developing their sense of patriotism, making them more aware of their role in the 
new society. [Text] [Bridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 16 Aug 81 p 3] 








GOVERNMENT WCYXER®' RAISE--St Georges, Sun.--The Revolutionary Government (PRG) 
‘as signed an irnZustrial agreement under which government employees will re- 
ceive an average of 17.3 per cent wage increase effective from January this 
year. The agreement also provides for increases of 10 per cent in 1982 and 
13.5 per cent in 1983. The agreement was signed yesterday by officials of the 
government and the three unions which have been negotiating jointly with the 
PRG. [Text] [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 10 Aug 81 p 5] 


TERRORISM CHARGES--St Georges, Sun (CANA)--Four more detainees in Grenada have 
been charged under the Prevention of Terrorism Act. They have been identified 
as Adrian Roberts, Ronald Lewis, Glenn Beggs, and Winston Simon. The charges 
allege that they assisted Kenneth Budhlall, Russel Budhlall and Roland Budhlall, 
persons alleged to have been involved in terrorist activity, in attempting to 
escape from Grenada. The Budhlalls, accused with four other persons of the 
bomb blast murders of June 19, 1980, were held in July last year by security 
forces on a small cay off Grenada's north east coast. The June 19 bomb inci- 
dent took place at a public rally where three persons were killed and nearly 
100 injured. The leadership of the People's Revolutionary Government were 
assembled not far from where the bomb was planted but none of them was injured. 
[Text] [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 10 Aug 81 p 5] 


CSO: 3025/202 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


JAGAN IN BERBICE TOUR HITS BORDER DISPUTE AS PHONY 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 19 Jul 81 ppl, 2 


[Text] The economic crisis and the so-called Guyana-Venezuela border dispute 
were the main issues discussed by PPP General Secretary Dr Cheddi Jagan dur- 
ing a six-day tour of Berbice. 


The Guyanese leader addressed over one dozen public meetings in New Amsterdam, 
Canje, Rose Hall Town, Albion, Black Bush Polder and Upper Corentyne. He has 
also held several in-door meetings with fishermen, teachers, farmers as well 
as trade union and political activists. 


A highlight of a countrywide opposition campaign for a Living Wage and Democracy 
was a commemorative meeting in honour of Jagan Ramessar and Bholanauth Permanand 
who were killed by security forces on the Corentyne on July 16, 1973 when the 
PNC fraudulently returned itself to power. 


In a 90-minute address at New Amsterdam Dr Jagan charged that the Guyana gov- 
ernment has whipped up an almost hysterical campaign on the border issue. For 
the regime the border issue was capitalised on to: 


1) divert attention from the pressures imposed by the IMF; 

2) improve the PNC's image overseas; 

3) whip up support inside Guyana; 

4) divert attention from the wages issue; 

5) use Venezuela as a scapegoat for its failure to implement the Mazaruni 
hydroproject. 


Explained Dr Jagan: "Since June 1978 when the first agreement was signed with 
the IMF pressures have been applied on the government to solve the grave finan- 
cial and economic crisis at the expense of the working people. 


"The first agreement was terminated after the government failed to meet the 
financial ceilings imposed by the IMF. A new 3-year agreement was signed in 
1980, but production shortfalls led to the February 1981 budget with $14 mil- 
lion tax hikes and increases in prices of rice, electricity, fuel rates and 
water rates. 
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"In the second quarter of 1981 faced with serious production shortfalls in 
every sector of the economy and heavy indebtedness to the banking system, the 
regime in June revised the budget. The tax axe fell again, this time with 
vehemence. The Venezuelan threat was a convenient excuse for the additional 
burdens imposed on the people." 


The PPP General Secretary said that theVenezuelan threat has also provided the 
regime with an opportunity to refurbish its image overseas, which had become 
tarnished since 1977 as a result of the use of the military against sugar, 
municipal and bauxite workers, the Jonestown massacre-suicide, the Walter 
Rodney assassination, the denial of newsprint to the MIRROR and CATHOLIC 
STANDARD, and the rigging of the 1978 refe’endum and the 1980 general and 
regional elections. 


"Now, the regime has mounted an international campaign, claiming that rich, 
powerful Venezuela is pouncing on small, struggling Guyana! By assuming a 
nationalistic-jingoistic position, the PNC hopes also to win support and to 
break out of its total isolation at home!" 


The Venezuelan threat is being used as an excuse to withhold payment of a living 
wage to workers. "In 1979 the exhortation was: do you want the $14 or free edu- 
cation; it changed in 1980: do you want the $14 or the Mazaruni project; now in 
1981: do you want the $14 Essequibo?" 


The border threat is being used to offer only a 7 per cent increase in wages, 
bringing the minimum wage to $12.36 per day at a time when four progressive 
unions in the TUC have called for a minimum wage of over $27 per day. 


Dr Jagan analysed the border quarrel and the intended purchase by Venezuela of 
sophisticated F 16 fighter planes from a deeper perspective of the geopolitical 
and strategic objectives of imperialism, notably US imperialism. 


Washington, he said, is not happy with the decisive shift in the world balance 
of forces--the loss of Mozambique, Angola, Guinea-Bissau; revolutions in 
Ethiopia, People's Yemen, Iran and Afghanistan; the revolutions in Nicaragua 
and Grenada the ouster of Patrick John in Dominica; the progressive military 
coup in Suriname, and progressive electoral victories in St Lucia, Aruba and 
Curacao. 


Concerned with these developments, particularly in its own "backyard," the 
ruling circles in Washington have become more hawkish. Thev have since staged 
a campaign against the Soviet menance in the Caribbe and against Cuba in parti- 
cular. Cuba is to be isolated after attacked. 


Dr Jagan revealed that Venezuela under Campins is on the same side in El 
Salvador with the US Reagan administration which is out to crush the Salvadorean 
revolution. Venezuela has also suspended diplomatic relations with Cuba. 


It is in this context that the proposed purchase of F 16 fighters by Venezuela 
must be seen. The bourgeois-controlled Venezuelan state is willing to supplant 
Brazil as the junior partner, as the gendarme or policeman, of imperialism in 
the hemisphere. 
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The PPP Leader outlined the backward shift in the policies of the PNC regime, 
and asserted that US imperialism is most likely behind the Venezuelan threats 
to force the Burnham regime to move further to the Right, to open up the 
Mazaruni hydro-project to foreign capital and the transnational corporations, 
and to denationalise sugar and bauxite. 


Venezuela would wish to pressure Guyana into joint development of Essequibo, 
which would be tantamount to an economic takeover. 


Dr Jagan warned his Berbice audience to be on the watch against any sellout 
deals and concessions which the PNC might have in store. 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


EDITORIAL DISCUSSES POLITICAL PRESSURES BEHIND LOANS 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 7 Aug 81 p 6 


[Text] The Caribbean Development Bank has completed all negotiations for a 
Swedish grant of $5 million [US]. Since early this year the Bank had announced 
that its Board had given approval for accepting the grant. 


Recently the Bank's Board refused to accept American money given under a condition 
that Grenada be excluded from having use of it. This condition amounted to 
political discrimination and the Bank, refusing to comply with the discriminatory 
provisions, pointed out that its Charter prohibited it from applying political 
discriminations to its business. 


Our comment at that time was that the Bank's refusal was consistent with the 
political freedom in the region which it served. We said that the diversity 
of democratic patterns of regional governments was expressive of political freedom 
and that money given to the Bank should not be conditioned by political prejudice. 


The Swedish grant has followed significantly close on the principled stand which 
the Bank took in refusing to allow itself to be used as an instrument of political 
prejudice. We say cryptically that the Swedish grant, by inference, carries an 
endorsement of the Bank's refusal. 


Caribbean freedom lies not exclusively in the fundamental freedoms, such as the 
freedom of the citizen, the freedom and independence of the Judiciary, the freedom 
of mind and conscience of the jury, and restraints which governments have placed 
on themselves against a misuse of their power. 


Regional governments are free to pursue the ideology of their choice. People 
elect parties to form governments and the will of the people is inherent in 
the governments which serye them. 


When, therefore, a regional organisation like the C.D.B. puts into operation a 
policy of political partisanship it is, in the final analysis, nullifying the 
will of the people. 


In the light of the Swedish grant, the C.D.B. has lost little because of the stand 
it has taken. Indeed, this grant, following hard on the heels of the refusal, 
virtually confirms the Bank's stand and strengthens it to go forward and continue 
to function as a Bank free from political inhibitions in a region where democratic 
diversity is consistent with independence. 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


TUC SAYS WAGE PACT SAVED JOBS OF 17,000 WORKERS 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 13 Aug 81 p 20 


[Text] The Trade Union Congress has said that its acceptance of the interim pay 
relief has saved the jobs of 17,000 workers who would have been retrenched if 
the claim for 25 per cent interim payment was pressed. 


The Lead article in just published VOICE OF LABOUR, the official organ of the 
Guyana Trades Union Congress, explained that, according to Government figures, 
the TUC's claim would have cost approximately $28 million and would have 
resulted in massive retrenchment o£ 17.9 per cent of public sector employment. 
The TUC said apart from the non-payment of the $14 a day which fell due since 
January 1979, its position was that the cost of living had risen astronomically 
and that the workers should be paid commensurate wage increases. 


"The Government on the other hand, while agreeing that the cost of living had 
considerably increased, said that any increase beyond what it had finally agreed 
to on July 24 could only have been achieved by retrenchment which would mean 

the closing down of projects such as MMA, Tapakuma and Upper Demerara," the 
paper said. 


Commenting on the outcome of the talks, the TUC paper said: "It certainly should 
not have been unexpected therefore, that there would be a great deal of dis- 
satisfaction among the workers with the outcome of the wages negotiations." 


In another article the newspaper noted that the increases "fall very much below" 
the 2° per cent interim which the TUC had requested. "Nevertheless, since the 
increases agreed upon will represent interim pay instead of a once-for-all 
payment which the Government had originally offered, the TUC did not think it 
prudent to allow a breakdown in the negotiations to occur over the quantum. 


"The TUC's position still remains that in accordance with the 1977 Minimum Wage 


Agreement, $14 per day should form the basis for arriving at a new minimum wage,” 
the paper added. 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


PPP STATEMENT CONDEMNS WAGE INCREASE AGREEMENT 
Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 14 Aug 81 p 3 


[Text] Georgetown, Guyana, Thursday (CANA)--Guyana's Marxist Opposition People's 
Progressive Party (PPP) has strongly condemned an interim wage increase package 
agreed upon by the Government and the Trades Union Congress. 


In a statement, the PPP described as an act of provocation the deal, which gave 
workers increases ranging from seven to ten per cent from January to June this 
year. They will get a further increase between 10 and 12.5 per cent from June to 
December, also this year. 


According to the Opposition Party, the workers will not buy the regime's line of 
"less wages means more guns for defence. They may well advance this proposition. 
Less wage means less production, less production, less guns." 


This was taken here as a referendum to the Guyana Government's stepped up pre- 
parations to handle any conflict which arises out of neighbouring Venezuela's 
renewed claim to five-eighths of this country. 


The PPP added that the claim by the Ruling Peop es National Congress (PNC) that 
it could neither meet the G$14 a day minimum wage demand for 1979 nor the Trades 
Union Congress 25 per cent interim pay call because of financial constraint and 
defence preparations was both “dishonest and absurd.” 


The PPP's irrefutable contention is that Government has the money to meet both 
these obligations and should in the national interest, the statement said. 


The Opposition Party said it was "strongly convinced that the Guyanese working 
people are, in the final analysis, the true custodians of our nation's 
sovereignty and territorial integrity." 


"For the PNC regime to cheat them of a living wage, fleece them further by 
additional taxes, harrass them with higher prices and slash their living standards 
constitute not only a brazen assault, but an act of national betrayal," the state- 
ment said. 


The official Opposition Party contended that the Government has only to work at its 
"over-bloated, high salaried, pampered parliamentary, ministerial and presidential 
bureaucracy" and compare their lot with the "wage frozen, tax harried and poverty- 
stricken working people" to know that the labour movement in the country ought not 
remain intransigent in the face of the continuing assault on its membership. 

The battle for a living wage and democracy is a battle for Guyana, the PPP said. 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


TUC CAVES IN TO PNC; WORKERS GET ONLY SMALL INCREASE 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 26 Jul 81 p l 


[Text] The Guyana Trades Union Congress has done it again. Under PNC pres- 
sures it has buckled and accepted, meekly, a sell-out wage deal in the form of 
small increases for the current year. 


The protracted negotiations between the PNC regime and the TUC have resulted in 
workers having to cope with the sky-rocketing cost-of-living on a paltry in- 
crease which is less than the $14 per day which the government refused to 
implement in 1979, under a previous agreement. 


The final position is that the TUC has agreed to accept the regime's offer of 
10 and 7 per cent increases on the present $11.55 per day. The 10 percent will 
be for sugar and bauxite workers and the 7 per cent for the rest of the public 
sector and government employees. This increase will be from January l, 1981 

to June 30, 1981. From July 1 to the end of the year, this will change to 10 
and 12-1/2 per cent calculated on the $11.55 per day minimum and not on the 
amount being paid for the period January to June. 


In effect this means that the minimum wage will move to $12.35 and $12.70 
between January and June. From July to December it will be fixed at $12.70 and 
$12.99 per day. 


Both the negotiating parties are presently engaged in searching for the most 
convenient wording of statements to be publicly issued. On this delicate issue 
both sides want to fool the workers. 


The PNC regime, it is understood, regards the deal as being final. However, 
the TUC, in trying to keep a "good face," is bickering on the issue of whether 
the deal should be interim or not. Sources have indicated that the workers 
will be told that discussions will continue. 


The steady rise in the cost of living (COL) coupled with a virtual wage freeze 

since 1979 have led to strong demands for a new minimum wage. This year, after 
the regime announced changes in the budget, the cost of living is estimated to 

have gone up by not less than 30 per cent. 


Failing to restore any life into the economy, the PNC is digging holes to fill 
holes. The International Monetary Fund has succeeded in pressuring the ruling 
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elite into implementing a host of anti-working class measures. For doing 
this, the regime gains favour and much-needed loans from the imperialists. 


This policy is self-defeating since workers are not motivated to increase 
production and productivity. They are right to demand a bigger slice of the 
cake. However the PNC is attempting to cool off the steam by handing out 
pittances. And the TUC becomes its most reliable tool. 


Earlier in the year, top civil servants, who already earn salaries several 

times more than sugar and bauxite workers, were given increases of between 
32 to 39 per cent. Now it is understood that certain sections, especially, 
the police and other security forces, will benefit from the new increases 

plus higher allowances. Confidential sources said their house, travel, and 
other allowances, will go up steeply. In this way the regime continues to 
bribe the security forces which it needs more and more to keep it in power. 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


PNC STUDENTS OUSTED FROM CUBA FOR MISCONDUCT 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 26 Jul 81 p l 


[Text] Passengers about to board a Guyana-bound Cubana airline on Thursday 
last at the Jose Marti International Airport in Havana were witnesses to an 
unusual display of rowdy behavior and foul language involving four youths who 
were being escorted through Immigration by Cuban security men. 


The wild-e 14, gaunt-faced youths jostled with their escorts, yelled at them, 
and in Eng. . shouted four and five-letter words. 


The words eventually went around. The rowdy four were Guyanese who had gone 
to study in Cuba on scholarships from the Guyana government and the ruling 
People's National Congress. They were convicted of gang raping Cuban girls, 
sentenced to 30 years imprisonment, and before they experienced the full ef- 
fect of Cuban revolutionary justice, were being posted back to their native 
country. 


After they left Cuban territory and boarded the aircraft, they were 'taken over' 
by a Guyanese police officer. They sat towards the tail of the piane during the 
long haul to Guyana via Jamaica. 


Nothing has been heard about the young men since their return to Guyana on Thurs- 
day evening. Commissicner of Police Barker is unaware that any one had been 
deported from Cuba. He does not know whether a Guyanese cop had been assigned 

to escort the felons back home. 


The Foreign Ministry does not know if Guyanese had been sent back from Cuba. 
Foreign Minister Jackson ‘cannot remember from memory’ anything in connection 
with the PNC students. 'I have to investigate,' he promised. 


Reports about the misdemeanour of PNC students in Cuba are legion, and so too 
is the abuse of Cuban hospitality. News that the four had violated Cuban 
laws, and had been punished, reached Guyana several months ago. However, PNC 
officialdom remained mum on the matter which could place in jeopardy the rela- 
tions between the friendly peoples of Guyana and Cuba. 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


VILLAGE WATER SUPPLIES TO BE RATIONED TO 12 HOURS 
Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 9 Aug 81 p 1 
[Article by George Baird] 


[Text] Water supply in areas excluding Georgetown, Linden and New Amsterdam is 
to be rationalised on a 12-hour per day basis in keeping with a plan to "efficientise" 
distribution throughout the country. This will start September 1. 


Officials of the Guyana Water Authority are now consulting with Chairmen and other 
leaders in the Regions. The information gathered will form the basis of the 
rationalisation programme. Chairman of GUYWA Joshua Chowritmootoo announced 
yesterday. 


Cde Chowritmootoo, whose Ministry of Environment and Water Supply is charged with 
overseeing the distribution told a Press conference yesterday that the Sugar 
Industry Labour Welfare Fund's operated water supply systems would be taken over 
by year-end. 


He explained that the plan is to make water supply more reliable and constant 
during the 12-hour period and "one area to look at is efficientising." 


The Minister, flanked by GUYWA top brass and officials of his Ministry stressed 
that the whole exercise "will be in keeping with the needs of the people in the 
communities throughout the length and breadth of Guyana." For example, rice and 
sugar workers who have to be up early in the morning, would be taken into con- 
sideration when the 12-hour period sho.id begin in their areas. 


Minister Chowritmootoo stressed the need for public consciousness of the cost 
factor in water supply. He called for the co-operation of the public to help 
GUYWA to bring about greater reliability of supply of water. 


The Minister said eventually it is hoped to bring the areas to be affected by the 
rationalisation programme, up to the level of 24-hour service like Georgetown. 


As a background to the new exercise, he gave a classic example of the village of 


Ithaca suffering from inadequate water supply while the sugar estate, Blairmont, 
with an SILWF system, was enjoying adequate water supply. 
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Notice of the hours of water supply would be given to residents before the 
programme starts but there was an urgent need to rationalise to abolish the 
anomaly of some people paying for water, while others get it free. 


After noting that water rates were recently increased, with Cabinet approval, 
the Minister urged people to pay up their arrears. He said Government was 
subsidising the cost of supply water on a domestic basis by four-fifths of the 
cost, but water metering is not being considered now since it would be too costly. 


Cde Chowritmootoo said that, while the payment of water rates had improved this 
year over last year, the GUYWA's Chief Accountant, Walter Jordan, said they 
were still trying to mobilise greater response. The Minister called on the 
media to help generate in the public "a cost consciousness" which, he felt would 
help people to understand the situation and respond to appeals to pay up. 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


CROP, BAUXITE, OTHER PRODUCTION TOTALS, GOALS REVIEWED 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 8 Aug 81 p 7 
[Article by Leon Walcott] 


[Text] The first sugar crop achieved 79.4 per cent of its target of 138,192 tons, 
with a final output of 109,673 tons of sugar. 


This was 11.7 per cent better than last year's production of 104,307 tons. 


The industry's failure to achieve its target can be ascribed to poor weather, 
labour and mechanical downtime caused by industrial problems and shortage of 
spare parts among other things. 


While some may say that 79 per cent is a creditable performance, it must be 
remembered that the shortfall amounts to 28,517 tons. 


Based on market prices of $i,000(G) per ton this constitutes a shortfall of over 
28 million Guyana dollars in foreign exchange. 


Such a loss the country can ill afford at this critical stage of our experience 
when we can do well with another 28 million dollars worth of capital and consumer 
goods. 


To make up for this loss, the sugar industry will have to achieve a performance 
level of over 121 per cent in its output for the second crop. It is a task 
which is not beyond the capability of the industry but it would appear that 
saboteurs are at work in the industry and are trying to retard production by 
creating industrial unrest. 


Sugar is expected to earn 402 million dollars in 1981 or 30 per cent of the 
country's Gross National Product (GNP). The target for the current year is 
310,000 tons. Last year sugar earned 292 million dollars for Guyana or 20 per 
cent of the GNP. 


Rice fared much better than sugar in the first crop. 79,991 metric tons of rice 


was produced in spite of extremely wet conditions caused by irregular rainfall. 
This figure represents an achievement of 97.6 per cent of the target. 
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Last year, rice earned 87 million dollars out of a projected figure of 110 million 
dollars with an output of 168,200 tons. The target was 200,000 tons. This re- 
flected a shortfall of approximately 16 per cent. 


This year rice is expected to earn one hundred and twenty-eight million dollars in 
foreign exchange. But, this hinges on the industry achieving its 1981 target of 
217,000 metric tons of rice. 


If the performance of the spring crop can be used as an indicator, it can be assumed 
that the second crop production can surpass the necessary performance level of 
103 per cent, thereby achieving the overall target for the year. 


However, the Guyana Rice Board will have to address its mind to the question of 
efficient deployment of machines and of upgrading storage and transportation 
facilities. 


It is also hoped--not unfairly--that rice farmers can adapt farming techniques to 
suit the vagaries of current weather patterns. 


And in the bauxite industry production for the first quarter of the year indicates 
that the industry can achieve its targets fer 1981, something that has not been 
done for several years. 


In the area of metal grade bauxite, the target of 160,000 tons was surpassed by 
24,000 tons. But the target for the year is 735,000 tons, therefore production 
has to be greatly accelerated in order to achiev it. 


The production of calcined bauxite for which Guyana has a virtual monopoly, has 
dropped short of its production target by over 30 per cent or 25,000 tons. 
Noteworthy, is the fact that the 220,000 ton target for the first four months is 
less than a quarter of the current year's target. 


However, production of chemical grade bauxite surpassed its target of 92,000 tons 
by 2,000 tons. 


These figures indicate good performances for the period in question, but it should 
be noted that targets set early in the year are generally lower than those set 
at later dates. 


Thus, although the targets have been surpassed in some areas of production during 
the first four months of the year, the production figures are less than one-third 
of the total targets for the year. 


This means that production would have to increase by over 66 per cent if the 
current year's targets are to be achieved. 


Last year, bauxite earned 484 million dollars from a projected figure of 560 million 
reflecting a shortfall of 76 million dollars. This year, the industry is targeted 
to earn 636 million dollars in foreign exchange. 





According to the figures, production in the traditional sectors of the economy 
during the first half of the year does not allow room for complacency. 


Indications are that there is dire need for increased acceleration of production 
nationally. 


Sugar, rice and bauxite account for approximately 85 per cent of Guyana's export 
earnings. Im other areas of production, regarded as non-traditional sectors, the 
performance can be described as good. 


As an example, up to the period ending June 20, 1981 the Guyana Liquor Corporation 
had produced 2.167 million proof gallons of rum. Its target was 1.6/7 million. 


The second half of the year will be a critical perjod for Guyana. For, it is during 
this period that production will have to be accelerated if targets are to be met. 
The level of production will decide the degree to which Guyana can survive the 
economic blows it has been receiving. 


All sectors of production are parts of a whole. Shortfall in production in one 
area results in increased strain on other sectors which have to bear the burden 

of the financial gap which is created. 

Guyana has the capacity to export far more than the estimates show. The potential 


is there for the various sectors of the economy to convert the deficit into a 
surplus. 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


BRIEFS 


LAND DEVELOPMENT PLANS--Five major land development schemes being implemented by 
government will cost the country's treasury nearly 500 million dollars. "But the 
million acres or so which their completion will make available for the expansion 
and diversification of Guyana's agricultural base, will certainly be worth that 
expenditure if you are able to communicate new techniques to our farmers and 
convince them in a practical way that they are important and that increased farming 
is just as important to their country." Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of 
Crops and Livestock, Cde Leo Ramotar, stated this yesterday when he gave the key- 
note address to declare open a three-week training course for agricultural extension 
officers at St. Stanislaus College, Brickdam. Cde. Ramotar, who was deputising 

for Crops and Livestock Minister Seeram Prashad, said government hopes to create 

at least 20,000 new jobs in the agricultural sector as production accelerates. 
[Excerpts] [Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 5 Aug 81 p 1] 


FUNDING OF NEW MINISTRY--The National Assembly on Thursday formally approved 
initial expenditure for the setting up of the new Ministry of Manufacturing 
Industry within the Ministry of Trade and Consumer Protection. Minister of Trade 
and Consumer Protection Frank Hope, responding to the only question on the 
expenditure, told Cde. Narbada Persaud (PPP) that the amounts listed had not been 
taken from any fund but were before the House for the first time. Personal 
Emoluments were approved for about a dozen staff members on the Permanent 
Establishment as well as expenses for the running of the Ministry. It was part 
of a Financial Paper on which provision was also made for the purchase of Pin. 
Hope cum annexis for $1.5 million, a down payment for a new Skyvan of $1.01 million 
and $855,780 for capital to meet equity contribution to Guyana Fisheries Limited. 
[Text] [Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 8 Aug 81 p 11] 


NEW AIRSTRIP--Bartica (GNA)--The new airstrip at Imbaimadai in the Upper Mazaruni 
is expected to be completed by year end. The 4,000-feet long airstrip, when com- 
pleted, will be one of the bigger interior airstrips in Guyana. A spokesman for 
the project said the work on the airstrip was severely hampered Ly spare parts 
problems affecting the construction equipment. Most of the raw materials for 
construction of the airstrip are found at Imbaimadai. The main input is laterite, 
which is found within a mile of the work site. Imbaimadai is another of Guyana 's 
rich mining areas where the Guyana government intends to develop thriving 
communities. [Text] [Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 12 Aug 81 p 3] 
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SOVIET ASSISTANCE--The Soviet Ambassador to Guyana, Cde Konstantin Kharchev, has 
offered to share his country's know-how with the Georgetown City Council to help 
it improve the social environment of the "Garden City." Ambassador Kharchev 

made the offer yesterday, when he paid a courtesy call on Mayor Mavis Benn at 

City Hall. He was accompanied by his interpreter, Cde S. Dychen. The Soviet 
envoy, who took up his post here four months ago, told Mayor Benn the Soviet 
government was willing to assist the City Council in its task of overcoming 

some of its problems, and to help it improve the skills of the council's employees. 
He said some of the problems experienced by the citizens of Georgetown-~an 
inadequate water supply and a shortage of some consumer items, for example--were 
similar to those experienced by their Soviet counterparts. Cde Kharchev considers 
himself to be a Soviet Communist Party worker more than a career diplomat and he 
is prepared to share his experiences as a municipal representative with the 
Georgetown City Council workers. He proposed to organise a number of lecture 
sessions and film shows for the benefit of the Municipal workers, and he invited 
Mayor Benn to further discuss the proposal with the Soviet Embassy. Ambassador 
Kharchev compared the structure and working of a city council in the USSR with 
those of the city council in Georgetown, stressing the pivotal role the Soviet 
Government was playing in advancing the welfare of the Soviet citizens. [Text] 
[Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 14 Aug 81 p 20] 


POLICE RAIDS ON OPPOSITION--A seven-man unit of the Essequibo Coast police force, 
all armed, were foiled in their attempt to raid the home of PPP Executive 
Member and Member of Parliament Isahak Basir on Wednesday last. At 3 p.m., the 
police contingent arrived at Basir's home at Hampton Court, Essequibo and 
attempted to enter the yard. Basir's wife Sabra, a leading member of the WPO 
on the Essequibo Coast, asked them to show her the search warrant. This they 
could not do. She bolted the gate and said she would not let them in. Police 
attempted to elicit information on the whereabouts of Basir, but Sabra Basir had 
no information for them. Shortly afterwards, a jeepload of policemen, this time 
with a search warrant, landed at the home of PPP activist Naseeb Gaffar at Lima, 
Essequibo and proceeded to search the home and yard, tumbling up items in their 
mad search for arms and ammunition. Nothing was found and they eventually 
departed. A Freedom House spokesman said that Basir's whereabouts were offi- 
cially known, as he had applied for leave from the National Assembly. Basir is 
abroad receiving medical attention in the Soviet Union. He was severely injured 
when a policeman at Adventure Stelling fired point blank at him some years ago. 
To date the policeman has not been charged with the offence. [Text] [George- 
town MIRROR in English 26 Jul 81 p 4] 


SEAGA WITCH HUNT--After having sold out the Jamaicans and Jamaica to the United 
States and the IMF, Jamaica Prime Minister Seaga is now on a witch hunt of com- 
munists and trying to find scapegoats for the fact that he cannot deiiver the 
goods he promised during his election campaign last year. Early in July, police 
raided the branch office of the communist Workers Party of Jamaica. Ten mem- 
bers were arrested. The police, armed with rifles and submachine guns said 
they were looking for guns. They found none and instead confiscated office 
documents and personal diaries. The WPJ has written the Police Commissioner 
calling for the relase of the men arrested. A team of lawyers was sent off to 
the branch to provide adequate representation. The WPJ paper, STRUGGLE, said 
the search was a well thought out plan and an act of provocation. On three 
separate occasions WPJ members were picked up. The attacks followed a well- 
received radio broadcast by '?J General Secretary, Trevor Monroe, who dealt 
with the state of the nation and the problems facing the workers. He exposed 
the face of the ruling Seaga government. [Text] [Georgetown MIRROR in 
English 19 Jul 81 p 2] 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


EDITORIAL WARNS OF DUPLICATE GOVERNMENT STRUCTURES 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 11 Aug 81 p 6 
[Editorial: "Public Companies"] 


Text] The Government has set out to rationalise the usually large number of public 
sector companies and agencies some of which have been operating without the knowledge 
of the general public and others, apparently operating without being legally 
constituted. Under the Government's economic reconstruction policy these were 
some of the areas in which it was felt that duplication and waste could be eliminated. 
In this the Government has the full support of the public. 


While unquestionably reducing the number of public sector companies the Government 
is, nonetheless, introducing new structures which can only have the effect of 
duplicating existing services. The establishment of a new entity arising out of 

the U.S.-Jamaica Business Committee is a case in point. According to Prime Minister 
Seaga, the new company, to be headed by the former managing director of the 

Jamaica National Investment Company, Mrs. Corrine McLarthy, is to be responsible 

for the co-ordination and promotion of foreign investment. 


The promotion of foreign investment in Jamaica has been the traditional role of 
the Jamaica Industrial Development Corporation (JIDC) For a brief period under 
the Manley Administration its role was scaled down and much of its function was 
assumed by the Ministry of Industry and Commerce. It was left to this Government 
to remove the functions from the realm of the Civil Service and to restore the 
Jipc to its former role. 


One would have thought that the JIDC would be the proper institution to undertake 
the coordination and promotion of all foreign investment, including those ventures 
resulting from the U.S.-Jamaican Business Committee on investment and employment. 
hile one can understand the urgency to effect the investment proposals this could 
be accommodated, at considerable savings, within a revitalised JIDC. For what 
precisely will be the role of the JIDC? 


Before the government goes much turther it should address itself to this question. 
It is clear that the Government regards the joint U.S.-Jamaican investment thrust as 


the pivotal point of the industrial recovery programme. Should this be removed from 
the JIDC very little is left to this agency. 


CSO: 3025/20? 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


LOWER INFLATION RATE GREETED WITH PRAISE, CAUTION 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 12 Aug 81 p 8 
[Editorial: "Cost of Living Index"] 


[Text] The news that the consumer price index rose by only 0.9 percent in the 
first six months of 1981 has served to strengthen expectations that the era of 
declining price increases is at hand. Compared with the same six months in 1980 
when the index was accelerating away at the double-digit level of 16.1 percent 
the overall less than one percent rise up to June represents a remarkable 
achievement. 


In the month of June alone the rate of increase in the cost of living index 
amounted to 0.2 percent which was infinitesimal compared with the rate of 3.1 per- 
cent recorded in June 1980. Assuming a continuation in the moderation of the 
index, it seems safe, therefore, to predict a single-digit outturn for 1981 com- 
pared with 28 percent which obtained in 1980. The last time Jamaica experienced 
single-digit increase in the inflation rate was in 1976 when the annual rate 

was 8.1 percent. 


There must, however, be caution: for the consumer price index is subject to all 
kinds of economic turbulence which can create unexpected shifts. So that while 

the evidence is that the underlying rate of inflation in the country is receding 
there is always the possibility that prices could move up in the second half of the 
year. The movement in the price index is influenced mainly} by two heavily 

weighted categories of items namely, "food and drink" and "fuels and other household 
supplies" which have tended to account for up to 75 percent of the increase in the 
index. It means, therefore, that if the apparent downward trend in the price levels 
of the items comprising these categories can be consolidated the index can be said 
to be on a safe track. 


One reason for the very significant fall off in the general level of price increases 
is that supplies of basic commodities have increased substantially, thus weakening 
the black market system which had been a principal contributory factor to the 
unusual price movements in recent years. The attack on prices from the supply side 
is a strategy which has obviously been a major success so far. Not only has there 
been a recovery in domestic food production but, as Prime Minister Seaga out lined 

in his mid-year review of the economy last week, the volume of imports has risen 
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largely as a result of the use of no-funds licences (an increase of 239 percent 
on 1980), and the increase of 100 percent in credit to the private sector. 


Another reason is that with consumers no longer forced to buy unnecessarily 
and to hoard, in anticipation of shortages, the net result is that there has 
been an easing in the demand pressures. This stabilization in demand is also, 
in part, the effect of the moderation in wage demands in the public sector. 
For the restraint in wages, by its implications for effective demand, is 
disinflationary. 


The favourable trends revealed in the cost of living in the first half of the 
year must not be frittered away. To the extent that growth in real output can 

be realised (and there is now every possibility of this) the prospect of contain- 
ing the rise in the cost of living at a liveable limit will be stronger. This 
must be the goal. 


CSO: 3025/207 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


SEAGA: GOVERNMENT PLANNING TO UP EXPORT CROP PRODUCTION 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 5 Aug 81 p l 


[Text] Government is to embark on a major expansion in export agricultural 
crops such as coffee, cocoa and citrus, and others like coconuts, in which foreign 
exchange savings could be made. 


Prime Minister Edward Seaga, attending the Denbigh Show on Monday announced to 
show-goers that Government planned to use "in a massive way" the land that exists 
throughout Jamaica which was available in the right locations, for the production 
of export crops which could earn valuable foreign exchange and effect savings on 
crop imports. 


Jamaican Blue Mountain coffee, for example, fetched $500 per 100 1b. on the world 
market, while ordinary coffee from other countries sold on the same market at 

$80 per 100 1b. "And we are producing only a little paltry quantity by comparison 
with what the world requests,” he said. 


Mr. Seaga said the Ministry of Agriculture had had to prepare a system to provide 
information on how many acres are available to grow coffee, cocoa, citrus and 
other crops for which a firm market exists overseas. 


In the past the Ministry had not invented a system which could provide such informa- 
tion. As soon as the new system had been put in place and the information obtained, 
Mr. Seaga said, the Government would embark upon a major expansion of the production 
of export agricultural crops like coffee, cocoa, citrus and coconuts and non- 
traditional ones like horticulture and others. 


Mr. Seaga said it would take several months to set up the system he had in mind; 
and after that, it would take many more months to devise a financial package to 
secure the financial support to put those projects into the ground. And after 
that, it would take some three years from the time they were planted before the 
crop could be reaped to begin to earn foreign exchange. "That means that some 
five years would have to pass before you begin to reap the foreign exchange of 
which you are talking.” 


Had the information been presented and the projects prepared "we could have cut 
two years off of that.... They were not present; nothing was prepared, so when 
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people say that they want to move quick, I only want them to understand that 
no man yet has found a way to plant a seed today and reap the fruit tomorrow.” 


When the time came to reap, it would not be on the basis of 1,000 or 2,000 acres; 
"for we are setting about with a massive development of those export foreign- 
exchange earning crops, so that the day will come when a agriculture will be able 
to be a much more substantial foreign exchange earner? 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


BRIEFS 


'DAILY NEWS' CRITICISM--Kingston, Jamaica, Wednesday (CANA)--The DAILY NEWS to- 
day complained of what it said seemed to be a disturbing trend developing here-- 
where statements made by institutions pointing to things not being all well 
were challenged by government spokesmen or the institutions themselves. The 
DAILY NEWS in an editorial, spoke particularly of economic issues and pointed 
to recent statements on the performance of the Jamaican economy by people who 
should know which they either retracted or had challenged. The latest of these, 
the DAILY NEWS said, was by the Bank of Jamaica (Central Bank) following its 
gloomy review of the first five months of the year. The Bank had said that 
Jamaica's economic performance during the period was "to a large extent dis- 
appointing as the level of overall economic activity remained in a depressed 
condition. The BDJ's report led to some scepticism of the effectiveness of the 
economic recovery policies being pursued by the Edward Seaga Government, and 
the Bank later issued a statement that it was too early to judge. Further, it 
said, there were "a number of indicators which suggest that there have been 
positive trends in the right direction." It also noted that the Government 's 
Economic Recovery Programme really began to be implemented in April and that 
only two months of the review period fell within the frame of the strategy. 
Asked the DAILY NEWS": Is it that attempts are being made to use dismal figures 
to paint a pretty picture? We hope not. "The reality of economic pressures 
can only be eased by positive action based on accurate analyses, not by coating 
it with comforting words." [Text] [ Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 
6 Aug 81 p 3] 


CREDIT FROM COLOMBIA--Kingston, Mon., (CANA) --Jamaica has received a (US) 
$5,000,000 line of credit from Colombia, to allow Jamaican businessman to buy 
Colombian raw materials for their industries the GLEANER newspaper has said. 
The GLEANER quoted the Colombian Ambassador here, Dr Gilberto Sanchez, as say- 
ing that the line of credit was now operational, and that it was being admin- 
istered through the Ce 1 Banks of both countries. Jamaica and Colombia re- 
cently signed a fishing «greement, allowing Jamaican fishermen to fish in the 
waters surrounding a group of small Colombian islands about 100 miles south of 
Jamaica. [Text] [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 6 Aug 81 p 6] 


ROK CREDIT--Kingston, Jamaica, Tuesday (CANA)--A five million dollar (US) 
South Korean line of credit to Jamaica will be ready sometime this month, 
Industry and Commerce Minister Douglas Vaz, has said. Mr Vaz announcement 
followed talks this week with a team of South Korean parliamentarians, the 
Agency for Public Information (API) said. [Text] [Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS 
in English 5 Aug 81 p 5] 








BAUXITE INCOME DROP--Kingston, Jamaica, Wednesday (UPI)--Jamaica's four North 
American aluminium companies reported reduced income from bauxite and alumina 
sales in the first quarter of 1981, though production in the first half of 

1981 was slightly higher than the previous year, a spokeswoman for the Jamaica 
Bauxite Institute said yesterday. The institute is predicting 1981 production 

of bauxite will reach between 11.75 million and 11.95 million tons, based on 
scheduled cutbacks announced by Alcoa, Alcan, Reynolds and Kaiser. No forecasts 
for alumina were given. In the first half of 1981 the companies produced 

6.1 million tons of bauxite, a 6.3 per cent increase over the first half of 

1980, the institute spokeswoman said. Alumina, refined from bauxite, increased 
by 11.4 per cent in the first half of 1981 to 1.3 million tons. But the companies 
exported 2.8 per cent less alumina-—-652,382 tons--in the second quarter of 1981 
than in the first three months of the year. Bauxite exports dropped from 

1.6 million tons in the first quarter of 1981 to 1.3 million tons in the second, 
the institute spokeswoman added. Alcoa reported revenues of $1.3 billion for the 
first quarter of 1981, but net income dropped from $143.5 million to $101 million. 
[Text] [Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 13 Aug 81 p 3] 


NEW BAUXITE CUTBACK--Kaiser Jamaica Bauxite Company yesterday became the fourth 

of the five bauxite-alumina companies operating here, to announce a cutback in 
bauxite output. A new release from Kaiser quoted its general manager here, 

Mr. Ed Coyne, as announcing a reduction in shipping of about 6% reduction from 

the originally planned shipment levels for 1981. In recent weeks three alumina 
producers Alcan Jamaica Company, Jamalco and Alumina Partners of Jamaica have 
announced production cutbacks because of the reduced demand for alumina on the 
international market. The Kaiser news release said it received word on August 6 
from its customer, Kaiser-Aluminium and Chemical Corporation that economic con- 
ditions affecting the aluminium metal market were such that two of their potlines 
(aluminium smelting lines) in the USA would have to be shut down to reduce produc- 
tion to a level more compatible with its sales and financial obligations. [Excerpt] 
[Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 11 Aug 81 p 1] 


POLICE WAGE PACT--An emergency meeting of the Police Federation yesterday morning 
unanimously accepted the Government's wage increase offer of $29 per week over 

the next two years, "in the national interest." The increase will be implemented 
$15 per week in the first year and $14 in the second year. The Police Federation's 
eight-man executive, which is negotiating the wage and allowance package with 

the Government, has won the right to a two-year wage cycle for the rank-and-file 
members of the force. This two-year wage cycle, which is to be implemented with 
the life of the new contract effective from July 1 last, brings the force in line 
with other Government groups. The force has had a three-year wage cycle. The 
federation's team and the Government side are to return to the bargaining table 
shortly to resume discussions on allowances. THE GLEANER understands that of 
paramount concern to the Police, and the area which is causing anxiety, is that 

of a special allowance, bearing in mind that the police do not have a 40-hour 

work week like other groups. A news release from the federation executive yester- 
day, stated that the Government's offer "has not been accepted on the basis of it 
being satisfactory but rather in the national interest." [Excerpt] [Kingston 

THE DAILY GLEANER in English 13 Aug 81 p 1] 








ALUMINUM CUTBACK—-Kingston, Wed--A third alumina refining company here, Alumina 
Partners of Jamaica (ALPART), announced today a cut-back in production, because 

of depression in the international aluminium market. Alpart's production paring 
has followed similar moves, last month, by Alcoa and Alcan, who had said they 

could not sustain existing production with the soft market. Alpart is owned by 
Kaiser Aluminium and Chemical Corporations, Reynold Metals--both of which have 
other operations here--and Anaconda Metals. It said the cut-back would reduce 
1981 output by 45,000 tonnes. Despite the reduction, the company said, so 

long as the present level of operating efficiency was maintained, overall out- 

put would reach 1.1 million tonnes of alumina, its highest ever. The company 

has a 1.2 million-tonne capacity, and said under normal circumstances that 

figure could have been reached. Alpart said its parent companies, within re- 

cent months, had been easing back on production by plants in and outside the 
United States. However, the decision to reduce in Jamaica had been delayed, 
because of a desire to do everything possible to help in the island's economic 
recovery, as well as a reluctance to do anything to reverse the performance im- 
provements shown by Alpart since late last year. However, the depressed aluminium 
market had left the companies no alternative but to opt for a reduction here. [Ex- 
cerpt] [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 6 Aug 81 p 6] 


cso: 3025/203 


86 











COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


COMMANDER BORGE SUPPORTS ARMED POPULACE 
PA222249 Managua £L NUEVO DIARIO in Spanish 16 Aug 81 p l, ll 


[From the NUEVO AMANECER CULTURAL SUPPLEMENT, Vol 3 No 63, dated 16 Aug 81; Irene 
Selser interview with Interior Minister Commander Tomas Borge ] 


[Excerpt] [Question] Returning to the Nicaraguan internal situation, what 
measures will the government of reconstruction take to confront counterrevolutionary 
attacks both in the military and economic fields? 


[Answer] We are drafting severe and strict laws, and we will further develop the 
revolutionary instruments. These gentlemen seem to underestimate the revolution's 
strength and the masses' inexaaustible capacity for defense. I believe they must 
be a little desperate. I imagine that at one time they imagined reform as a 
whitewashed tomb, but now they realize that this is a revolution. We are not 
opposed to reform--within the revolution and for the revolution--but we won't 
change the revolution for reforms. When these gentlemen realize that this isn't 

a formal transformation, a reform, but a revolution, they begin to get desperate. 
They are more desperate than we are, and they are also talking too much. 


[Question] Do you believe that the counterrevolution can create a general civil 
war throughout the country? 


[Answer] There may be armed outbreaks. Some days ago we dismantled an armed 

group operating in Masaya. But we can't have a civil war because most of the 
people are not only with the revolution but are armed. Ridiculous, insignificant 
minorities may harbor the illusion that some type of attack or invasion will 

come. Perhaps they are thinking about this when they say they will join a war 

that has to come from abroad. However, it is impossible to create conflict within 
the country, because the people are armed. The greatest proof of the revolution's 
strength, popularity and confidence in the masses, is that the revolution is arming 
the masses. I would like to know what would happen if Pinochet armed let's not 

say 300,000 militias, but 100,000. Pinochet could not stay in power if he armed 
several battalions. We have many more men in the militia than in the armed forces. 
If the pecple become discontented and reject the revolution, the matter is very 
simple: They only have to aim their sights at the revolutionary government. To 
the contrary, we have confidence in the strength of the revolution because the 
people are armed. 


CSO: 3010/1734 








COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


JOINT MILITARY PLAN IN REGION DENOUNCED 
PA220230 Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 16 Aug 81 » 2 
[Passages within slantlines denote boldface as published] 


[Text] Tegucigalpa-Mexico City--The charge made by the Revolutionary University 
Force (FUR) of Honduras regarding preparation of a joint military operation by 
the Salvadoran, Guatemalan and Jionduran regimes has been echoed in this country 
and in the Mexican capital, where the risk of foreign intervention has been pre- 
dicted. 


FUR leaders Mario Nuila and Leonardo Beneditt charge that an /"iron pincers"/ 
operation would be implemented to drown the Salvador-a insurgent people in blood. 
/Honduran army colonels/ Gustavo Alvarez, Leonidas Torres and Hubert Bodden went 

to the United States to coordinate this plan. Subsequently, Gen Romeo Lucas, the 
Guatemalan dictator; Napoleon Duarte and Col Jaime Abdul Gutierrez, president ~ 

and vice president of the Salvadoran Military-Christian Democratic Junta, travelled 
to Tegucigalpa. 


Honduras does have a trade problem with Guatemala because of a restrictive decree 
which would justify a bilateral meeting, but it doesn't have this kind of a problem 
with El Salvador, a country with which the various borders are being discussed 
within the framework of a technical commission. And anyway, a treaty was already 
signed on this. 


These unexpected high level meetings were carried out a few days after the U.S. 
Sovernment admitted that there were /green berets/ in Honduran territory. The 
State Department admitted that there are 21 there. 


The FUR charge warns that in /a second phase the interventionist plans of aggres- 
sion may reach Nicaraguan territory./ 


This virtual reactivation of the Central American Defense Council, practically 
paralyzed with the Sandinist victory in Nicaragua, caused alarm not only in 
Honduras: /UNO MAS UNO/, the Mexican newspaper, published an editorial entitled 
"Central America, A Joint Operation." 


The newspaper maintains that the FUR charge “is not only serious but highly 
/probable’/ It links the meetings of the chiefs of the three regimes with "recent 
statements by Mrs Kirkpatrick on the Central American situation" which "thus gain 
a much more threatening dimension." 
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/UNO MAS UNO/ says that the military preparations can be based on three elements: 
1. The failure of the Salvadoran army to defeat the guerrillas; 


2. The domestic situation in Guatemala, with an increasing generalization of the 
guerrilla struggle; and 


3. The deterioration of the political-military crisis in Honduras. 


The newspaper notes that these plans "could not exist unless they had /the high 
sponsorship of Washington"/ and that "such a serious decision is basically a 
decision of crisis and to a certain extent, /an introduction to direct U.S. inter- 
vention/ if this joint operation group fails." 


The conclusion of the Mexican newspaper--widely read in official circles of that 
country--is that the joint operation would not only strengthen the Salvadoran 
junta but would "speed up the Central Americanization of the revolutionary process, 
pushing and even forcing the unification of revolutionary forces on a regional 
scale and in addition, would determine the final regrouping around these forces 
because of the national, authentic and vital feelings «f all the social sectors 

of Central America, including perhaps officers of the armies themselves." 


/UNO MAS UNO/ pauses at the end, saying thatitis not known if the perpetrators 
of this joint operation have thought about it well, "but in any case, /it is certain 
that they will have to bear with these and other worse consequences."/ 


Regarding this situation, TAS reported that "according to information received by 
the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front, a group of /green berets/ arrived 


in an area near the border with Honduras recently to lead /actions against revolu- 
tionary Nicaragua."/ 


CSO: 3010/1734 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


FLETES: FSLN PLANNING SOMOZIST-STYLE ELECTIONS 
PA231230 Managua LA PRENSA in Spanish 13 Aug 81 pp 1, 16 


[Text] Adan Fletes Valle, president of the Social Christian Party (PSC), said today 
that the FSLN [Sandinist National Liberation Front] insists on giving the 
Nicaraguan people Somozist-style elections. 


He added that nothing else can be derived from the statement that Nathan Sevilla, 
the delegate of that group, made on television during the latest "In Depth" pro- 
gram, where he said that the government party, the FSLN in this case, will hold 
elections but not to grant power, even if the results go against it. 


We feel, he said, that these elections that they are planning are the typical 
elections that Somozism held in Nicaragua to remain in power and that these are 
not the kind of elections the Nicaraguan people fought for and the Nicaraguan 
youth died for. 


Sevilla said that there were political parties which could not reach power because, 
according to the FSLN, they have the wrong orientation and that for that reason 
power could not be turned over to then. 


This is serious, Fletes Valle said, because elections are held so that the people 
can decide who will lead their destinies and who will assume political command, 
and if this opportunity and right are denied to the Nicaraguan people, then the 
people's will is being mocked. 


Asked about the possible termination of the forum, he said: 


"Tt is true that the FSLN has not complied with the spirit of the 19 points of 
concurrence that were signed, and that some of them are violated, but certain 
considerations must be made regarding that." 


"In addition to holding talks with the political-labor sectors during tia. yeriod, 
talks are being held with representatives of the private sector, such as the 
higher council of private enterprise, as well as at the business level." 


"Civic organizations like political parties, labor unions and other associations 
cannot refuse to talk, because the dialogue is a way to discuss the problems." 
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The problem would be, Fletes Valle noted, like what happened to the 19 points of 

concurrence: They do not make a positive contribution to the Nicaraguan people. 

In any case, if the forum fails, it would be the exclusive responsibility of the 

FSLN. The precise errors that Somozism committed in the past are being committed 
by the FSLN now. 


When it was pointed out to Fletes Valle that on the television program Angelita 
Saballos [program moderator] maintained that if the independent political parties 
withdrew from the forum, the only road left for them would be counterrevolution, 
Fletes Valle said: 


"The truth is that. there were three against one in that ‘In Depth' program, 
because there were two newsmen plus Nathan Sevilla." 


"All three of them attacked the popular positions that [PSC party member] Jose 
Davila was expressing." 


"Moreover, what Mrs Saballos said is false, because the forum is not what it is 
conceived as. Therefore, saying that if the political parties and the unions 
walk out of the forum they would have to opt for a more violent and armed way 
is false." 


The PSC president continued: "We are not in the forum because we fear repression, 
because repression increased after we were in it." 


"We view the forum as an important political and civic setting that can serve to 
correct certain deviations in the revolutionary process produced by the nine FSLN 
leaders. It also serves to demonstrate to the Nicaraguan people that these leaders 
do not want to comply with the agreements they reach." 


Fletes Valle maintained that the FSLN has not complied with anything. 


Regarding this, he said: "They have not complied with the agreements of the govern- 
ment for national reconstruction, the agreements reached with the Miskito, Sumu, 
Rama Sandinist Unity, the agreements with the private sector, and now they are 
beginning to violate the spirit and letter of the 19 points of concurrence." 


"However, as the Nicaraguan people begin to confirm this antidemocratic position 
of the FSLN, the independent sectors’ expectations will increase and they will 
be strengthened with the people's support which will be greater as the days go by." 


The PSC president maintained that the FSLN position regarding elections is in the 
Somozist style, whose mechanism led to the implementation of a totalitarian and 
dictatorial regime. 


Fletes Valle stressed that the struggle of the democratic sectors, the free unions, 
is being carried out so that these attempts to establish a new dictatorship in 
Nicaragua will not work. 

"And we have carried out this struggle at the forum and will continue it by main- 
taining various political positions which are backed by the country's democratic 


organizations." 


"In addition, the elections and the democratization of Nicaragua are a commitment 
with the people of Nicaragua not only at the national but the international level." 


CSO: 3010/1734 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


CHAMBER OF COMMERCE MEETING FLAYS GOVERNMENT 
PA142255 Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 1200 GMT 14 Aug 81 


[Text] The directors of the Chamber of Commerce, in a report read iast night at 

a meeting, criticized many of the measures adopted by the revolutionary government. 
Members of the Higher Council of Private Enterprise [COSEP] took advantage of the 
meeting for politicking. The meeting, attended by about 200 people, started at 
1830. 


The report, read by (Alejandro Bolanos), discussed various topics and revealed 

the interests defended by some members of the Chamber of Commerce, because from 
the very beginning they said that the Marxist-Leninist leaders in the revolutionary 
process are to blame for everything. They recommended reading a booklet written 
by an alleged priest named Santiago, discussing Marxist ethics. 


The Chamber of Commerce report said, without explanation, that the revolutionary 
government is to blame for the shortage of foreign exchange. 


One of the participants said that as Nicaraguans we should be engaged in recon- 
struction, but that he knew of people in Chinandega who, although they have five 
tractors, use only one, and that we can only get foreign exchange by producing. 


The directors of the Chamber of Commerce had no comment to make on this statement. 
They said that the Chamber of Commerce favors true democracy, and that they saw 
violations of the basic statute in many instances, like COSEP has been saying. 


The report also questioned the Sandinist Party majority in the State Council, 
which it claims is against pluralism. Regarding this point, there is no doubt 
as to what COSEP'’s goals are, because they are implying that they hope to obtain 
a majority in the State Council. 


The directors questioned what they labeled as the expulsion of |.S. citizen Frank 
Bendana; the arrest of a storekeeper named (Ramiro Cardenal), and the fact that 
neither the budget nor financial statements of the people's area enterprises have 
been published. They also disagreed with the confiscation of LA PERFECTA because 
they claim that the government by-passed the supreme court. They did not stop 

to explain that the charge of capital depletion was confirmed. 


Going beyond labor problems the Chamber of Commerce directors last night voiced 
political stands posed by COSEP, criticizing everything from the educational 
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system to what they call the destruction of the family. They made little or no 
effort last night to offer possible solutions to the economic situation. 


They justified what they say is an exodus to Miami by citing problems they face 
because [Words indistinct ] they again said that the 
foreign debt is enormous because the government has resorted to debts to distribute 
poverty, although it has taken $1.3 million daily to move our economy. 


They forecast that 1982 will be a disastrous year for the economy and that at the 
rate we are going the cost of imports will be twice that of exports. However, 
they did not explain that the revolutionary government is not to blame for this. 
They questioned the decree on people who are not living in Nicaragua and asked 
management to support all people whose property is being confiscated. They said 
that there is much injustice, that the decree has created panic, and that the 
people don't know what to do. 


The Chamber of Commerce directors, analyzing the meeting between COSEP and the 
FSLN leaders, expressed little respect for this kind of talk. 


They said that the government does not have a program to solve all problems and 
that they had told the national directorate that state enterprises were involved 
in decapitalization. The meeting was about to be adjourned after an hour, when 
some businessmen complained of the lack of dollars and their high price in the 
black market. 


The owner of one small business said: We have to admit that there is a revolution 
going on here and that the interest of the majority prevails over everything else. 
We should join in the reconstruction like good Nicaraguans. 


This led many of the 200 participants to boo him. He said that he had the right 

to the floor. He was answered by a small group of merchants belonging to the 
Association of Salesmen of Staple Goods and Other Foods, which is under COSEP 
orders in the markets, who also spoke along the lines of the Chamber of Commerce. 
At no time did they say that sales are down, or that business is bad. They said 
that the main problem is that the government doesn't give them enough dollars to 
buy products, which although not luxury items are necessary, according to (Reinaldo 
Hernandez). 


It was said that the Foreign Trade Ministry has now drawn up a new list of items 
which have first priority among priority items, which means that there is confu- 
sion. 

They spoke little of reactivation or reconstruction. Most of those present mocked 


these few statements, in a manner which clearly explains what interests move part 
of the members of the Managua Chamber of Commerce. 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


LAW OF NICARAGUAN NATIONALITY APPROVED 
Managua EL NUEVO DIARIO in Spanish 30 Jul 81 p 9 


[Text] After a prolonged debate and an exciting epilogue when a transitory 
provision was proposed which would grand Nicaraguan citizenship to the internation- 
alists who fought or collaborated in the struggle for liberation, the Council of 
State finally approved the Nationality Bill yesterday. 


The bill provides that Nicaraguan nationality is acquired by birth or through nat- 
uralization. 


It also states that nationals are "those born in national territory. Excepted are 
the children of foreigners assigned to diplomatic service, and the children of 
foreign officials serving international organizations or sent by them or by their 
governments to carry out work in Nicaragua, unless they choose Nicaraguan citizen- 
ship." 


The law also considers as nationals any infants found in Nicaraguan territory 
whose parents are unknown, although once their parentage is learned, it does not 
prevent the other provisions from being enforced. 


The law adds that those born on board Nicaraguan aircraft or ships, who are 
children of foreigners, may choose to obtain Nicaraguan citizenship. 


Other articles state that the Council of State, at the request of the Government 
Junta, may grant Nicaraguan citizenship to foreigners who have distinguished 
themselves with extraordinary merit for the benefit of the country. 


The new law specifies that Nicaraguan citizenship can be granted after prior cit- 
izenship is renounced, in the following cases: 


a) Those born abroad of fathers or mothers who were orginally Nicaraguan, within 
10 years after they become of legal age or are emancipated. 


b) The foreign spouse married to a Nicaraguan, after 3 years of residence in Nicara- 
gua. That requirement does not apply to a foreign spouse who loses his or her citi- 
zenship of origin because of the marriage, according to another country's law. 


c) Foreigners who have been permanent residents tor 2 years. This period could be 
reduced by treaty, and in the case of nationals from countries that are willing to 
grant equal treatment to Nicaraguans. 
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d) Foreigners adopted by Nicaraguans, who reside in Nicaragua or who come to 
reside in Nicaragua after having been adopted, when their own national law allows 
them to maintain their nationality; when their law causes them to lose their 
citizenship, the residency requirement shall not apply. 


Article 6 stipulates that the dissolution of a marriage does not affect the nation- 
ality of the husband or wife, or of their children. 


Article 7 states that "Nicaraguans married to foreigners shall maintain their citi- 
zenship even if the national law of the spouse's country grants them citizenship 
there, as long as they do not expressly renounce their own citizenship." 


Only in the case of countries that do not recognize dual nationality pacts will a 
Nicaraguan lose citizenship by voluntarily acquiring another nationality. 


How Citizenship Is Lost 
Article 9 states that Nicaraguan citizenship shall be lost by: 
a) Those convicted of treason by an executory sentence. 


b) Those who serve in the armed forces of a foreign country, disobeying an express 
prohibition by the Nicaraguan Government. 


c) Those who refuse to come to the defense of the Fatherland in case of foreign 
aggression. The National Reconstruction Government Junta shall determine the 
latter two cases. 


The law also indicates that the competent authorities may cancel naturalization 
papers or deny an application for reasons of public order. No Nicaraguan native 
may be deprived of citizenship except under the circumstances set forth in this law. 


Article 12 states that "A native Nicaraguan may regain his citizenship if he de- 
clares before the competent authorities that such is his desire, and renounces the 
citizenship that he has which is incompatible with Nicaraguan citizenship." The 
competent authorities may decide to reissue naturalization papers to a person ‘0 
has lost them. 


Article 13 stipulates that cases of dual citizenship will be governed by the provi- 
sions of the treaties and by the principle of reciprocity, and its content shall 
be modified by the same terms in which the treaties and the principle of 
reciprocity may be modified. Nationals of Central American countries shall maintain 
their citizenship even if they become Nicaraguan citizens, if equal treatment is 
granted Nicaraguan nationals in their respective countries. 


Among the fundamental duties of Nicaraguans are the following: to serve and defend 
the Fatherland, to .obey the law, to contribute to the development of the 


community, and to contribute to public funds in accordance with the law. 


Other articles state that native or naturalized Nicaraguans who are 18 years or 
older are citizens. The procedures and requirements for the acquisition, loss and 
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recovery of citizenship shall be set forth in enabling legislation, based on what 
is stated in the law. The Ministry of the Interior shall draw up the enabling legis- 
lation for this law. 


Heated Debate 


A transitory provision of the law states that internationalis*s who participated 
or collaborated in. the liberation war may acquire Nicaraguan <itizenship after 
3 years of residence in Nicaragua, having renounced their prior citizenship. They 
may exercise that right during the 6 months following 19 July 1982. This provision 
stirred up a heated argument, principally because of the term "internationalist." 


Dr Ramiro Sacasa Guerrero, in his usual flowery but pointed language, said that it 
was inappropriate to use in our laws terms which do not appear in the dictionary 
(referring to the word "internationalist"), because that would cause problems in 
the interpretation and enforcement of the law, and in the opinion various interna- 
tional conclaves that review legislation in different countries, might have of the 
law. . 


He stressed that "in the way the provision in question was written, there is room 
for the assumption, attribution or invention of merits that do not correspond to 
reality, and that would undermine those who in fact won this right with their val- 
uable cooperation." 


Calling himself a "hardhead," "patient" and "very humble," Dr Sacasa requested 
some changes in the article in question. 


The delegate of CAUS [expansion unknown] to the Council of State, Roberto Moreno, 
began a series of rejoinders to Dr Sacasa's comments, asserting that the word 
"internationalist," while not in the dictionary, was the term used to describe 
those 2lements which did the most possible in a country to develop, support and 
incit revolutions in all oppressed countries. 


"For Dr Sacasa's information, ‘internationalism' is the worldwide brotherhood of 
workers in the struggle for common ideals, which means close cooperation among 
workers' and peasants' parties in all parts of the world." 


A worker delegate said that the expression "internationalist" was not used during 
the Somoza era, and others claimed that use of the word could even get someone 
6 months in jail at that time. 


To conclude the plenum of the Council of State, an article was added to the 
original draft of the law, ratifying the naturalization decree which the Government 
Junta extended to Revolutionary Commander Victor Manuel Tirado Lopez, and 21 other 
naturalization decrees issued by the Government Junta. 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


FPR DOES NOT ACCEPT DESTRUCTION OF FORUM 
Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 30 Jul 81 p 12 


[Text] The Patriotic Front of the Revolution (FPR) of the Department of Me gua 
denounced the "reactionary maneuverings of the rightist parties," which are 
Staging a boycott of the Discussion Forum on National Problems. 


In a communique released yesterday, the Managua FPR indicated that it would not be 
the revolutionaries who broke up the Forum. At the same time, it called upon 
"workers, peasants, technicians, responsible professionals and patriotic business-— 
men'' to strengthen national unity, and to respond "firmly and resoundingly to the 
enemies of the Revolution." 


The full text o* the communique is as follows: 


"The Patriotic Front of the Revoiution of the Department of Managua will contribute 
to the political clarification of our position as revolutionary parties in 
comparison with that of the rightist parties, concerning the Discussion Forum on 
National Problems. We find it necessary to reiterate that our political organiza- 
tions have expressed repeatedly their unshakable commitment of responsibility to 
the Nicaraguan people, to promote national unity and political pluralism. This 
commitment has been stated clearly at the National Forum, and therefore it will 
not be our organizations that take the first step toward destroying these debates. 


"The Patriotic Front of the Revolution of the Department of Managua vigorously 
backs up the decisions made in this regard, and denounces the reactionary maneuver- 
ings of the rightist parties in trying to boycott the National Forum. This is one 
more manifestation of their anti-patriotic, anti-nationalist and anti-unity stands. 


"Finally, we call upon our brothers: workers, peasants, students, technicians, 
responsible professionals and patriotic businessmen, to continue struggling res- 
olutely for national unity, a sine qua non for the reconstruction of our homeland. 
In this manner we will be able to respond firmly and resoundingly to the enemies 
of the Revolution. 


"United for the Fatherland and the Revolution!" 


Clorinda Zelaya, Coordinator 

Jose Adolfo Beteta, Recording Secretary 
Jose G. Moya H., Public Relations 

Orlando Quinonez, Secretary of Organization 
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"Dissidents" and "Divided" 


As if to confirm the banagua FPR's denunciation, the "dissidents" Alvaro Jerez of 
the Nicaraguan Democratic Movement (MDN) and Jose Davila of the Social Christian 
Party (PSC) acknowledged yesterday that within their bloc there are "a good many" 
who do not want to remain in the Forum. 


At a meeting of the "dissidents" the night before last, they could not decide 
whether to go or stay. "We are divided," said Jose Davila, although he refused to 
indicate who was in favor of destroying the Forum. 


Davila and Jerez both stated also that within their own groups there is "division," 
although Davila asserted, "I personally favor dialog," adding that "it is the San- 
dinist National Liberation Front (FSLN) that has undermined us and brought about 
this situation." 


Maybe, Maybe Not 


Alvaro Jerez, on the other hand, complained that his fellow "dissidents" are "very 
annoyed" because the Government Junta's decrees were not discussed previously with 
them (?) and because they did not even see the decrees before they were published 
in the Gazette. 


Although Jerez responded that "there has been no counterorder" to the question of 
whether the "dissidents" will remain in the Forum, later he asserted that every- 
thing "remains to be seen," pointing out that it is necessary for the FSLN "to 
give us some signal" to see if the Forum "'can be saved or not." 


As an example of such a "signal," Jerez insinuated that the decreed laws were "dese- 
crated," and termed "crazy and stupid" the law confiscating the property of all 
those who leave the country for more than 6 months without justification. 


Saturday "Difficult" 
A meeting had been scheduled fer today to prepare for the Forum next weekend, but 
Davila and Jerez both agreed that there was no point in meeting today, because 


"there is nothing to talk about if the decrees already have appeared in the Gaz- 
ette." 


At any rate, today at 1700 hours the "dissidents" will hold a meeting "to 
determine whether we can reach a joint agreement." 


Davila and Jerez refused to express an opinion about the event next weekend. Will 
they go to the Forum or not on Saturday? "We don't know yet," they said. 


They added that anyway it was difficult to have the Forum on Saturday, because 
"everyone in Managua will be at the Fiesta de Santo Domingo." 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


STUDY OF AGRARIAN REFORM LAW GIVEN 


Managua EL NUEVO DIARIO in Spanish 2 Aug 81 p 2 


[Interview with Dr J. Ramon Gutierrez Castro by Adan Monzon Fornos; time and place 
not given] 


[Text] Dr J. Ramon Gutierrez Castro, an attorney from Matagalpa with many years' 
experience as counsel to peasant organizations that have faced agrarian conflicts, 
agreed to answer the above questions, for the benefit of those who have been 
posing them. 


[Question] What is your opinion, Dr J. Ramon Gutierrez Castro, of the Agrarian 
Reform Law which the Junta presented to the Council of State for approval? 


[Answer] I feel that within the context of the socio-economic learning experience 
we are having in Nicaragua, it is a good law. It has brought peace of mind to land- 
owners in that it guarantees private ownership of land, with the sole condition 
that the land must be worked, made productive. And that is natural, fair and neces- 
sary. 


[Question] Does the Agrarian Reform Law affect owners of haciendas, with vast 
tracts of land? 


[Answer] The Agrarian Reform Law in no way affects large agricultural holdings, as 
long as they are being cultivated and are producing. The most outstanding concept 
of that law is its opposition not to /size/ [word enclosed in slantlines printed 
in boldface], but principally to idle lands which are poorly cultivated or 
ebandoned. Minifundios are also opposed on the basis of the same concept. 


[Question] Do you feel, Dr Gutierrez, that the Agrarian Reform Law approved by the 
Council of State is complete? 


[Answer] I think it is not complete in agrarian terms, but its gaps will be filled 
in by the enabling legislation, or by decrees to be issued by MIDINRA,:~ 

since a lot of leeway has been left in this area. Moreover, it is a flexi- 
ble law, capable of assimilating specific cases and making allowances for individ- 
ual circumstances. Some legalists could claim that that is a defect of the law, 
but I don't think so. It seems to me that after a war, a change, with an issue as 
important as agricultural land ownership, the official who is to enforce the law 
must not generalize too much so that the law can be enforced fairly. 
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The Agrarian Reform Law does have some small defects, such as the poor wording of 
some provisions, and the lack of precision in the terms used. I get the impression 
that it was not drawn up by lawyers, but by another kind of expert or agricultural 
producers. Thus, we can overlook those flaws and pay more attention to the content. 


[Question] What do you think is the impact of the Agrarian Reform Law on the 
ejidos and the lands of Indian communities? 


[Answer] The law says in Article 12 that those who possess ejido land shall be 
granted Agrarian Reform Deeds, which seems to mean that the ejidos no longer fall 
under the jurisdiction of the municipalities that have governed them since the 
Spaniards founded the towns, or since 1832, when the first national law on ejidos 
was passed. Here I find an apparent contradiction, because Article 41 of the same 
law authorizes MIDINRA to regulate the management of ejido lands. That would indi- 
cate that they are still part of the municipalities and are still called ejidos. 
Because if the law in question is trying to treat the ejidos the same as national 
lands, the best thing would be to come right out and say that ejidos will become 
national property. A ministerial regulation cannot change the juridical nature of 
the ejido lands, which have a solid legal basis in our country by virtue of the 
current laws that govern them, and the backing of legal tradition. Any halfway 
literate revolutionary knows that. For that reason, I believe that the ejido lands 
are still under municipal jurisdiction. The law should have considered not adjudi- 
cating ejidos near towns, because otherwise it would not be taking into account 
that towns would expand, and after a while the municipalities would have to expro- 
priate the lands they needed for growth, when those lands belong to them anyway. 


Concerning the matter of Indian communities, one distinction must necessarily be 
made. There are two kinds of communities: those that emerged during colonial 
times, simultaneously with the Indian Cabildos; and the Atlantic Coast communities, 
which emerged as a result of the Harrison-Altamirano Treaties and were deeded in 
1905. Both kinds still exist, but now on the Atlantic Coast there are well-identi- 
fied ethnic nuclei. In the rest of the country there are no such nuclei, although 
there may be Indian prototypes. There and here, the problem is not a matter of 
Indians on territorial reservations, but one of poor, landless peasants whose 
ancestors were deeded large tracts of land which were cultivated not by them but 
by others. 


The reason for the existence of the Indian community lands since colonial times is 
that the poor peasants, whether Indian or not, needed a place to plant their corn 
and beans during their free time, to ensure the survival of their families and to 
guarantee that the landowners could continue to pay them a mere pittance. If the 
peasants had had only their pay, they would have starved to death. The Agrarian 
Reform Law has now not only given poor peasants access to the community lands, but 
has also made available to them all arable land affected by Agrarian Reform, 
deeded or not, communal or private, national or ejido. Thus, the Indian communities 
have benefited in terms of the poor, landless Indians, agricultural laborers. Ena- 
bling legislation and decrees must still be passed to regulate the community 
lands, which will have their own laws and deeds just like the municipalities. 


[Question] Doctor, you say that in addition to combatting idie or deficiently cul- 


tivated land, the Agrarian Reform Law also opposes the minifundio. Could you 
explain how that is? 
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[Answer] The law expressly attacks idle, abandoned and deficiently cultivated 
lands; they are the ones that are affected. The minifundios are opposed insofar as 
the land holdings cannot be subdivided into parcels smaller than the minimum set 
forth by MIDINRA; existing minifundios are encouraged to be incorporated into 
larger holdings so that their owners can work them as partners. 


This idea was developed by the capitalists when they created the large agricultural 
enterprises and the vast rural proletariat; the difference lies in the distribution 
of surpluses, and the higher pay for the rural poor who do not work in 
agriculture. This shows us that the process is not an enemy of capital, just of 
the capitalist system. 


[Question] How is the Agrarian Reform Law acceptable to capitalists? 


[Answer] There is no reason for them to reject it. The law respects the great postu- 
lates of the bourgeoisie such as the private ownership of land, the right of inher- 
itance, the right to work and to make the land productive by means of rural 
wage-earners, the right to form partnerships to work, the right to receive 
financing, and the right to be compensated when land is expropriated by the 
Agrarian Reform Law. And to provide more peace of mind and better opportunities, 
the working class is prohibited from striking and from filing monetary claims; it 
has been exhorted to be punctual at work, to achieve high productivity and zero 
absenteeism. 


Workers must meet during non-working hours. What more could the capitalists want? 
They are not giving anything; the people, the working class, are giving everything. 
Even the idle land they don't want to cultivate must be paid for. Those who are 
losing their only means of support are given a monthly pension, in an amount no 
less than 1,000 cordobas, as if they were retiring. 


The world has never seen a revolution as generous with the rich. They themselves 
did not behave as well when they overthrew the Monarchy; they sent kings and 
nobles to the guillotine or the firing squad. 


[Question] What is the situation of those who lease land, under the Agrarian 
Reform Law? 


[Answer] There has been no change for lessees. The only benefit goes to sharecrop- 
pers, partner: and tenant farmers, as well as other vestiges of feudalism in agri- 
culture, because many of the lessees in Nicaragua are as rich as the lessors, and 
to provide benefits for them would be absurd. 


[Question] What obstacles do you see in the future for the implementation of the 
Agrarian Reform Law? 


[Answer] Perhaps the expenses won't be too much, because MIDINRA's existing 
network and personnel can implement the law perfectly well without increasing the 
bureaucracy in this sector. Moreover, we must trust in the revolutionary spirit 
that will make MIDINRA employees be more productive, refuse travel pay and accept 
wage reductions for the benefit of the implementation of the Agrarian Reform Law. 
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The danger stems from the fact that during the course of the project, the rural 
petite bourgeoisie may grow disproportionately, to the detriment of the project 
and of the working class. The petite bourgeoisie, as 4 dynamic class, is well 
represented in the revolutionary process and has participated actively, but it 
cannot be allowed to become the dominant class of the process. Because of its 
social nature, the rural petite bourgeoisie, lacking high levels of political 
training, tends to obscure the upper classes, and could be attracted to unaccept- 
able strata. The confidence which the Agrarian Reform project generates for 
positive progressive positions depends on which class governs the process, on the 
ideology of that class, and on the personal honesty of the men who come to the 
fore in MIDINRA, the National Agrarian Reform Council and the Agrarian Tribunal. 


Question] What flaws do you see in the content of the Agrarian Reform Law? 


(Answer) There is no provision on the use of water in agriculture or on 
boundaries. This matter should be place under the jurisdiction of IRENA {Natural Re- 
sources Institute] and the regular courts, just as the matters of writs of 
possession and claims for lands have come under Agrarian Reform, having been under 
the regular courts previously. This is veis good and appropriate. 


The agrarian law also should have dealt with the myriad land deeds that exist in 
Nicaragua. Notary publics, spurred on by banks, have made fortunes preparing these 
deeds. Banks have required small landowners to draw up Forced Sale Deeds, 
Supplementary "eeds, Use and Occupancy Deeds. Possession and Improvement Deeds and 
many other istruments that should have been eliminated by the Agrarian Reform 
Law. There should be only two kinds of deed: those dealing with the liquidation of 
one's own property, and Agrarian Reform Deeds. Peasants should be spared exploi- 
tation by notaries, lawyers, bureaucrats and the parasites of government offices 
who hang around Income Offices waiting to pounce on victims. They should also be 
spared the expense of the Public Registry, and an Agrarian Registry should be con- 
sidered. 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


BRIEFS 


LEFTISTS NOT TO ATTEND MEETING---Leftist sector coordinator Dr Nathan Sevilla has 
called to tell us they will not be able to attend the forum this weekend, demo- 
cratic sector coordinator Jose Davila has told one of our newsmen. According to 
him, delegate Sevilla said they might meet next weekend, that is, on 22 and 23 
August. Everything seems to indicate that the leftist parties are no longer 
interested in continuing the sessions of the forum for discussion of national 
problems, especially since the idea was to implement the 19 points of concurrence 
and discuss the presidential election and its mechanisms. Everything seems to 
indicate that the forum for discussion of national problems is dying. [Text] 
[PA150345 Managua Radio Corporacion in Spanish 2300 GMT 14 Aug 81] 


MILITARY BASE DISCUSSION--Deputy Foreign Minister Victor Hugo Tinoco said that 
the establishment of a military base ir Amapala is a very dangerous move for the 
area. We are in favor of peace and « -acts to negotiate the various disputes we 
may have with other countries, deputy Foreign Minister Victor Hugo Tinoco told a 
group of newsmen this afternoon at the Foreign Ministry. The establishment of a 
military base in Amapala, in the Gulf of Fonseca, must be considered as very 
dangerous because it would militarize the area. The Nicaraguan Government is 
receiving all sorts of information on the military base and therefore must express 
its considerations and concerns. A Nicaraguan jurist has stated that in order to 
build a military base, there must be prior consultation with the Nicaraguan 
Government. Also, a military base will increase the already existing problems 

in the Gulf of Fonseca involving ships and fighting aircraft. [Text] [PA251403 
Managua Radic Corporacion in Spanish 2300 GMT 24 Aug 81] 


cso: 3010/1734 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST KITTS-NEVIS 


LABOUR PARTY CASTIGATED FOR POLICY OF CONFRONTATION 
Incitement of Violence 
Basseterre THE DEMOCRAT in English 20 Jun 81 p 4 


[Text] If we looked back at the record of the Labour misleaders over the years 
we can produce various headlines, speeches from public meetings and writings of 
various columnists to show beyond the shadow of a doubt that the St Kitts 
Labour Gangsters have always espoused violence and confrontation. However, 

the bandits of violence and confrontation have been most active and vociferous 
since the personal involvement in the Party/Union of two lawyers in the second 
half of the 1960's. A third crackpot has recently joined the team. 


In their intention to crush out of existence the People's Action Movement the 
stage-managing of the 10th of June fiasco was the signal for a mad rush towards 
the procurement of a gunbeat, armoured cars and a stock pile of quasi-sophis- 
ticated weapons and a standing army. 


Bradshaw could not understand how nonplanter class young men could question his 
authoritarian and dictatorial rule and stirred on by "alien influences" which 
controlled his mind, he was blinded into using "desperate survival strategies." 


Beyond the shadow of a doubt, whatever else happened on the 10th of June, 1967, 
there was a Government stageman aged scenario to this hoax which has been 
propagandised as "armed attacks" and an "attempted coup" on the Bradshaw 
Government. 


Bradshaw on the instruction of the "alien Antiguan bloc" now firmly controlling 
the Labour Party had declared his future stand regarding the People's Action 
Movement. The evidence of any questioning of his "Godgiven" right to rule St 
Kitts-Nevis-Auguilla was to be "picked up on the street in blood" and the vel- 
vet glove was now off and the iron fist was instituting a dirty war. 


“This is war, dirty war" Gloves off! Bradshaw bellowed from the House of 
Assembly on the 6th of June, 1967--a few days before the mock-operation too! 
place. 


It was soon after this that the services of "Goebbals, the Pig" were enlisted 
as Public Relations Officer to give the "mock up" some semblance of a coup 
attempt. 
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The programme of Labour's violence and confrontation took on a new shape and 
form--physical eradication. The leaders of the People's Action Movement have 
only survived because they had worked quickly between 1966 and early 1967 and 
then afterwards to gain personal recognition among British Parliamentarians 
and at certain forums at the United Nations. 


By 1971 there was an upsurge of support for the People's Action Movement and 
this triggered off threats of violence and confrontation. The elections that 
year had been significant particularly for the role played by Lee Llewellyn 
Moore in trying to out Bradshaw. [as published] Bradshaw: "A worstened 
Bradshaw. Anybody bad is me. I ama pig. No civilisation rub off on me. 
When I step in some a dem Civil Servants would have to step out etc etc.” 

[as published] 


Since the Elections of February 18, 1980 and the ousted Labour rejects have 

had "timing time" in excess they have gone all out to find "dirty work" to do. 
Unlike the accustomed practices, there was to be no honeymoon. The programme 
of burning down the crop which was mainly being staged in Constituency 7 was 

to be transformed into crisis-after-crisis, strike after strike tactics. Sugar 
workers were to be kept on edge and on protest that their life and livelihood 
were in danger. They were to be kept on full time incitement to return Brad- 
shaw's heirs to power by will or by force. Last Saturday's Spokesman is in a 
way the culmination of this incitement. 


It is one thing to beg sympathy, it is another thing to incite violence and 
confrontation on your behalf. A review shows that a subtle programme selling 
the idea of violence and confrontation has been persistently pursued along with 
a steady flow of material inpugning the integrity of the forces of law and 
order with a view to undermining morale of peace and law officers and serving 
to engender ideas of rapid rise of criminality among our people. This Pro- 
gramme is clearly intended to evoke preparation for physical violence and cor- 
frontation, to blacken the image of the State abroad and instill a condition 
of destabilisation in the minds of investors. 


While we await today's Frankly Speaking column before reviewing issues of the 
Labour Spokesman we should invite the general public to take note and request 
the decent and patient Government of Dr Simmonds to take necessary and urgent 
action. 

"Mischief and Malice’ 
Basseterre THE DEMOCRAT in English 20 Jun 81 p 10 


[Article by Shadwell Truckman: "A Guilty Conscience and a False Accusation"] 


[Text] It is apparent that the Labour Party is digging is own grave by the use 
of mischief and malice, and the main grave diggers are Fizroy Bryant and Lee 
Moore. A careful look into what they are doing under the Labour Party would 
reveal that it was mischief and malice to try to keep Dr Simmonds out of the 
House of Assembly. 











It was mischief and malice that led them to name their lackery Robeiro to 
contest the Central Basseterre Constituency seat against Dr Simmonds. 


It was mischief and malice that caused them to hold a public meeting at 
Warner Park only to tell their listeners that PAM was trying to purchase arms 
to overthrow the Government. They even got one of their activists at ZIZ to 
play a recording of that labour meeting on the newscast the following morning. 


It was mischief and malice that led these two desperate men to decide to hold 
a snap general election just after the beginning of the 1980 sugarcane harvest- 
ing. 


Now what is of interest to reveal is that Bryant always changes his car just 
after a general election. In looking back we will note that Bryant had three 
cars--P144, P66 and P96. Now be used his mother's car P1967 until he became a 
Minister in 1966 after he became Minister. Bryant in the oppressive Labour 
Government he owned P144 which was an English Ford Corsair. This car carried 
him through to the next general election in 1971, when again he changed P144 
for P66 another English Ford. Again this second car served him up till the 
1975 general elections. 


It is also important to note that by the time the Labour Government Ministers 
had decided to exempt themselves from paying import duty and consumption tax 
on any items they imported. So it was that Bryant moved up from the small 
English Ford car to the big luxurious American car P96 which he obtained after 
the 1975 general elections. 


And now what of the 1980 general elections, which made Dr Simmonds Pener of our 
State, and reduced Moore and Bryant and others to ordinary citizens once more? 
The waiving of import and consumption tax privileges ended for Bryant and his 
cohorts, and so his habit of changing cars after general elections to symbolise 
his victories also came to an end. 


Now one year and four months after the last general elections Bryant is still 
fered with this dilemma of changing his car to keep up with his habit even 
though he is devoid of a victory. 


Mysteriously on the 9th June--the eve of the Labour Party much publicised 
10th June fiasco--his office in Central Basseterre allegedly was broken into, 
and his American car parked in his garage at his residence at Monkey Hill 
caught fire. He would have us believe that these were politically motivated 
by PAM supporters. The question of interest to us all is this: "Who stands 
to gain Bryant's expensive American car which is comprehensively insured is 
burnt?" Certainly neither PAM nor PAM supporters. We will wait and see the 
next car he owns, and we will wait to hear what specifically was missing or 
destroyed from his office. 


The Labour Party led by Bryant and Moore continues to show mischief and malice 
in their efforts to discredit the present Government, led by Dr Kennedy Sim- 
monds. But they may yet become enmeshed and entangled in their habitual 
practice of causing mischief and malice. 
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Bryant Sabotage 
Basseterre THE DEMOCRAT in English 4 Jul 81 p 6 
[Article by Roy Jones: "Know Thine Enemies") 


[Excerpts] It is hard to believe that the defeated Labour Party bosses could 
now be preaching about things like democratic and constitutional rights when 
in fact, as the governing party, they violated and trampled upon these and 
other rights, unerringly. 


They went so far as to promise their proponents and threaten their opponents 
with a one party system of government for St Kitts/Nevis. 


I am having trouble believing that the reject Fitzroy Bryant could remain in 
St Kitts/Nevis defiantly hurling insults and abuses at our Honourable Premier 
Dr Kennedy Simmonds and other honourable government ministers. Is Bryant for- 
getting who he is? 


It should be no secret that the reject is hell bent undermining the progress 

of the government and the stability of the country, in the misguided hopes that 
by so doing, he is improving his own chances of getting his hands on the 
machinery of power again. 


Because, as I see things, our nation's fibre is being weakened by the continued 
presence of this power crazed Marxist we know as Fitzroy Bryant. The produce 
of another country with nothing to live for other than his dreams of glory as 
crowned king of St Kitts. 


Civil Service Leaks 


I am reluctant to believe the news I receive that there are some known men and 
women in the Civil Service who leak sensitive information to political enemies 
of the government. They do so as I was made to understand, vecause they dis- 
agree with the government's policies and in a couple of cases, for the promise 
of a big position if their friends are returned to power. 


The vast majority of civil servants in St Kitts/Nevis are upstanding citizens 
with high moral standards, and a genuine concern for our country, I am sure. 
The few traitors are an exception rather than the rule. 


Soft Approach 
The PAN/NRP Government has a moral obligation as well as an electorial respon- 


sibility to know its enemies and do everything to prevent them from carrying 
out their deception and sabotage. 


It is time that this government abandon its soft approach in dealing with sabo- 
teurs. It is time it comes to terms with the facts that, the defeated Labour 
Party bosses will stop at nothing in their attempt to regain power. 








A Challenge 


Bryant is no pushover. He is a fighter and a figher of class. His skin must 
be as tough as that of a rhinocerous with callouses. But the fights Bryant 
fight are not for St Kitts/Nevis, the Labour Party, the Labour Party Trades 
Union or the sugar workers as he would lead us to believe. Fitzroy Bryant 
fights for Fitzroy Bryant and Fitzroy Bryant alone. 


Sugar workers!! Do you remember the representation or lack of it meted out to 
you as dues paying members of the Labour Party Trades Union when the Labour 
Party was in Power! 


Why didn't your union bosses call on you to strike then? Was it because you 
were being paid top notch wages or working under ideal conditions during all 
those years? No! It was because your union bosses doubled up as government 
ministers leaving you without representation yet taking your dues without 
fail. 


It suited their purpose to run things that way, then, which was to your dis- 
advantage. It suits their power crazed purpose to run things the way they are 
doing now too, calling on you to strike and be damned. 


cso: 3025/199 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST LUCIA 


PLP LEADER INJURED IN DENNERY VILLAGE MEETING FRAY 
Castries THE VOICE in English 24 Jun 81 p 1 


[Text] Political confusion once more raised its ugly 
head last Friday and at least one prominent politician 
got injured. 


Our Dennery correspondent, Eugene George reports that the Progressive Labour 
Party (PLP) received some rough treatment when it held its first meeting in 
that village since it broke away from the St Lucia Labour Party (SLP) last 
month and Jon Odlum, party treasurer sustained a burst head. 


Mr Odlum, George reports was the first speaker and all seemed well until he 
launched an attack on the parliamentary representative for the area, Remy 
Lesmond who is also the Communications and Works Minister in the SLP Govern- 
ment. 


Apparently some villagers were not pleased by Mr Odlum's remarks and in short 
time a few stones landed on the platform one of which struck Mr Odlum on the 
head and burst it. 


f 


Deputy Political Leader Mikey Pilgrim took the microphone from Mr Odlum who 
was then rushed to the Dennery Hospital. 


George says that police had to intervene and warning shots had to be fired to 
calm the disturbance. 


When Mr Odlum was discharged from the hospital minutes later, he continued his 
address describing the villagers as the “hardest hard," George says. 


When THE VOICE contacted Mr Odlum yesterday for comment on the incident he 
said: "The meeting was very successful and went on fine except for this iso- 
lated incident. I heard one stone fall, and then another fell on my head but 
I did not bother to check on that, I went on speaking. 


"It was a while after that Mr Mikey Pilgrim pointed out that there was blood 
coming down my forehead. So Il allowed him to continue while I went to see 

about my head. When the Police heard that I was hit, they run at the back of 
the building and fired a couple of shots thinking that whoever threw the 

stones was hiding there." Mr Odlum added that his party would be holding another 
meeting in Dennery next week. 


CSO: 3025/199 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST LUCIA 


BRIEFS 


MINISTRY CHANGE--Former Speaker of the House of Assembly, Clarence Rambally 
is now a minister of Government. Mr Rambally was sworn in on Monday as Min- 
ister of Community Development, Social Affairs, Youth and Sport. He replaces 
Cecil Lay who took his oath of office only about a month ago. According to 
reports, Mr Lay who will be made a minister without portfolio, was unable to 


take oath on Monday because of illness. [Text] [Castries THE VOICE in Eng- 
lish 24 Jun 81 p 1) 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST. VINCENT 


PPP PROGRESSIVE LEADER, OTHERS RAP TANNIS COUP STORY 
Opposition Reaction 
Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 7 Aug 81 p 1 


[Text] Kingstown, St. Vincent, Thursday (CANA)--This week's announced attempted 
coup of the Kingstown administration by Acting Prime Minister, Mr. Hudson Tannis 
continues to evoke reaction here. 


Leader of the Progressive wing of the People's Political Party, Mr. Egerton Richards 
has expressed shock at what he referred to as "Hudson Tannis' flagrant and colossal 
fabrication of an attempted coup in the country." 


Mr. Richards said that Vincentians are tally unaware of any coup, attempted coup 
or the dream of a coup. 


The P.P.P. Progressive Wing's leader said the Acting Prime Minister is damaging 
the country's tourism by making tourists by-pass St. Vincent and the Grenadines. 


Mr. Richards stressed that this behavious cannot be left unchecked. 


He called on listeners to Caribbean radio stations "to discredit the statement 
made by the Acting Prime Minister in which he stated that certain businessmen 
in St. Vincent were approached to stage a revolutionary take over of the 
Government." 


Mr. Richards charged that "this statement carries with it the lowest level of 
credibility, for Vincentian businessmen will be the last to be involved in such 
political mess." 


He has also called on Labour Minister, Arthur Williams, "to desist from provoking 
members of the local police force by making utterances or statements on the local 
or regional radio stations to the effect that if the police were to take industrial 
action, the Government has plans to deal with them severely." 


According to the lone-local Insurance Company manager, this statement by the Labour 


Minister, tantamounts to intimidation and provocation of the local police force, 
and he urged Mr. Williams to, in his words, "leave the police alone." 
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Meanwhile, former member of the United People's Movement, barrister-at-law, 
Carlyle Dougan says that it is fundamental and of the utmost necessity that our 
democracy be preserved. 


He, however, said that if there is cogent and reliable evidence of the alleged 
plotted coup, then the public has a right to know the facts. 


Dougan said that “at the moment, one wonders if the talk about a possible coup 
is not more imagined than real." 


"The future success of our country can certainly not be guaranteed by a coup, 
however pertinent the motives of those concerned," he said. 


The barrister called on Vincentians to strive to work harmoniously together giving 
due respect to the constitution that exists. 


[Editor's Note: A CANA dispatch datelined Kingstown, in the 10 August 
ADVOCATE-NEWS, page 1, adds: Last Tuesday's announcement by acting Prime Minister, 
Hudson Tannis that he had learned of a plot by five locals to topple the govern- 
ment and set up a civilian administration, continues to evoke reaction here. 


[The leftist United People's Movement (UPM), commenting through its Secretary for 
International Affairs, Barrister-at-Law Adrian Saunders, said Mr. Tannis comments 
in a radio broadcast had done quite a lot to excite the public and to disturb 
"whatever tranquility prevailed in this country before that speech.” 


[Saunders said that it was "utterly amazing" that the Deputy Prime Minister had 
been unable to provide the names of the alleged conspirators. 


["It is really fantastic that five treasonable conspirators are still at large 
with no warrant and no attempt being made to arrest them," said Saunders. 


(Meanwhile, General Secretary of the working People's Party, Opposition Senator, 
Victor Cuffy has said that Mr. Tannis' "pronouncement seems to be based on pure 
rumour." 


[No tangible evidence has been put forward by the Deputy Prime Minister to 
substantiate his allegations, he noted. 


("A coup d'etat is not a picnic, it is a serious thing and the government must put 
forward evidence to the people" he stressed. ] 


Militia Charge 
Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 12 Aug 81 p 3 
[Text] Kingstown, St. Vincent, Tuesday (CANA)--A leftist opposition party, the 


United People's Movement (UPM) yesterday claimed that supporters of the ruling 
labour party were forming a peoples militia to keep the Government in power. 
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But acting Prime Minister Hudson Tannis brushed aside the claim as just speculation. 


A member of the party's co-ordinating committee, Dr. Ralph Gonsalves, told a Press 
conference the people's militia would be no more than a vigilante force and that 
it was being formed with the approval of persons at the highest levels of the 
government. 


Gonsalves said that "this vigilante force has an officer corps of about a dozen 
persons which intends to recruit, train and arm a sizeable contingent of faithful 
foot soldiers." 


"The leadership of this vigilante group at present has three common elements," 
Gonsalves claimed. "First they came from within the business community, second 
they are fanatical supporters of the St. Vincent Labour Party and thirdly, they 
are drawn from a tightly-knitted social group based principally, though not 
solely, within the villa-Indian bay area." 


Tannis Denial 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 13 Aug 81 p 5 


[Text] St. Vincent's Acting Prime Minister Hudson Tannis Tuesday said allegations 
about a new vigilante group in the country could be the result of misinterpretation 
of certain events by some local elements. 


The St. Vincent government was accused Monday of being connected with an illegal 
vigilante group. The opposition United Peopl~'s Movement (UPM) claimed that the 
vigilante group was formed about a month ago and wag aimed at maintaining tlie ruling 
party in government. 


Mr. Tannis had issued an early statement denying any knowledge of the formation 
of any vigilante group. He said his government could not be responsible for 
every speculation by the opposition. 


And in an interview with a correspondent for CHC Radio Barbados Tuesday, Mr. Tannis 
said that his government would have to give direct approval for the establishment 
of any military force in the country. 


"Government has given no such approval for the establishment of any force in 
St. Vincent,’ he said. 


Mr. Tannis referred to a broadcast made last week Tuesday when he announced the 
discovery of plans for a coup attempt against the government. He said he had 
asked citizens to be vigilant and alert and that he had 'no doubt that it is 
possible people may have met to hold consultations on matters of common interest.' 


He said that there were some people in the community who would interpret in their 
own way, the common concerns of the people. (GNA) 
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Police Reaction 
Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 14 Aug 81 p 3 


[Excerpts] Kingstown, St Vincent, Thursday (CANA)--St. Vincent police have expressed 
concern over recent developments in the country, and are urging Government to 
act within the law against persons it said were involved in plotting a coup. 


The lawmen made their call at an emergency meeting yesterday of the Police Welfare 
Association in Kingstown. 


They went into session less than a week after Acting Prime Minister Hudson Tannis 
said on radio that persons (whom he did not identify) were plotting a coup d'etat 
against the administration. 


According to acting chairman of the Police Association, corporal Randolph McMillan, 
the two-hour delibcration yesterday focused on a wide range of issues currently 
confronting the police and the nation as a whole. 


The peiice were therefore calling on Government to immediately take positive action 
"to see that those persons involved are arrested for such a treasonable act." 


Labour Minister Arthur Williams has immediately welcomed the police call action 
against those involved in the coup plans. 


He added that when all investigations have been carried out, "the necessary action 
will be taken." But he declined to comment when asked how far the investigations 
had proceeded. 


The Police Association also said it was deeply concerned over this week's disclosure 
by the leftist United Peoples Movement (UPM) that a vigilante force, whith claimed 
full backing from the Government was being formed to rival the lawnen. 

Some police speakers said they regarded such actions as a grave threat to democracy. 


Mr. Williams felt it was very unfortunate that such a statement should have been 
made by UPM leader, Dr. Ralph Gonsalves. 


He told CANA: "This statement clearly manifests the fact that Gonsalves and his 
group have in mind to change Government by undemocratic means." 


He was not aware, he said, of any vigilante force being set up in St. Vincent. 


CsO: 3025/208 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST VINCENT 


TANNIS DESCRIBES COUP PLOT AS POLITICALLY MOTIVATED 
Five Unnamed Perpetrators 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 6 Aug 81 p 1 


[Text] Acting Prime Minister and Minister of Security in St Vincent and the 

Grenadines, Hudson Tannis, said yesterday that there had not been any arrests 
in the coup attempt there, nor were any imminent. Police investigations are 

however continuing. 


According to sources in Kingstown, Tannis told a news conference that govern- 
ment believed the plot was politically motivated, but he could not say if any 
of the opposition parties were involved. 


Tannis declined to name the five Vincentians who allegedly approached other 
citi zns for assistance in overthrowing the government of Prime Minister Milton 
Cato who is still out of the island. 


He said he had been in contact with the prime minister, and assured him that 
there was no need to cut short a planned trip to Korea and Taiwan since every- 
thing was under control. 


Sources said Tannis had indicated that the persons had been asked if they would 
be prepared to serve in the new administration if the Cato govermment were 
overthrown. 


Asked if the five persons were being kept under surveillance, Tannis is reported 
to have said that "the entire nation was being watched." 


He promised a full explanation to the country on completion of the police in- 
vestigations, but declined to go into details of the alleged plot. 


However, Tannis said that as far as he understood, there had been no involve- 
ment of external forces in the plot although the police had been trying to stem 
a flow of arms into the country within recent weeks. 


Tannis said the security forces had confirmed reports that about two weeks ago 
a submersible vessel had been spotted off the windward coast of the island with 
lights blinking as if someone were either signalling to persons on the land or 
to another vessel at sea. 


The security forces believe that it is through such operations that arms are 
being smuggled into the country. 
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Sources said Kingstown remained quiet during the day with people going about 
their business normally. They said people had been talking about the plot, 
but that there was no evidence of fear or panic among the populace. 


Some people have been taking the matter lightly, the sources said, beiieving 
that there might even hive been some exaggeration in reports on the alleged 
plot. 

CANA on Tannis’ Remarks 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 6 Aug 81 p 13 


[Text] KINGSTOWN, St. Vincent — The St, Vincent govern. 
_ ment said on Tuesday night it had a plot 
aimed at overthrowing it. 


Princ? and Lady Diana Spencer. 
Tennis said that the approached bad re- 
ected the to aid in the proposed coup. He 


The “foreign affairs minister said ‘‘this 
treasonable act is grave indeed and will not be ig- 


this way”. - 

Tannis said that “any action taken which is 
calculated to endanger life and p , will be view- 
ed as a matter of serious concern and the government 








Cato's Problems 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 6 Aug 81 p 13 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST VINCENT 


TANNIS ADDRESSES DISCONTENT, ECONOMY IN RADIO SPEECH 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 7 Aug 81 p 5 


[Text] Kingstown, Thurs; (CANA): The St Vincent Government, facing determined 
industrial action and fearing a political conspiracy is afoot, has given a 
charge to its people for accelerating the tiny Caribbean State's economic 
development. 


They needed first to come to terms with the country's financial limitations, 
said acting Prime Minister Hudson Tannis in a nationwide broadcast. 


Secondly, every effoct should be made to increase the ‘evel of domestic savings, 
for channelling intc expanded production programmes. 


Thirdly, there was a responsibility to ensure the peace and stability needed for 
attracting foreign investment into local ventures. 


Tannis is acting as head of government for Prime Minister Milton Cato, who went 
to London for the Royal Wedding before leading a St Vincent mission to South 
Korea and Taiwan. 


His broadcast reviewed the state of the economy, referred to what were described 
as unreasonable money demands from some sections of government employees, and 
claimed that conspirators were trying to foment a coup against the administration. 


Prime Minister Cato led the group of small islands into independence from Bri- 
tain in October 1979, and six weeks later had to rush police to Union Island to 
crush a revolt. 


Agitation 


In recent months, there has been growing agitation over unpopular bills before 
Parliament, wages claims, working conditions and union recognition. 


Tannis said it would be unfortunate if any group "whether the right or left or 
a mixture of both" attempt to affect the development of the country by pursuing 
action harmful to the national interest. 


He made clear his government's determination ‘io deal firmly with the source of 
any threat to national well-being. 
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"St. Vincent and the Grenadines is a peaceful little country, and it is my in- 
tention and the intention of this government that it should be kept this way. 


"Concern has been expressed in many quarters that there are people who would 
dare to tamper with peace and stability...I wish to make it very clear that 

any action taken which is calculated to endanger life and property would be 
viewed seriously by the government which would take such action as is necessary." 
The acting Prime Minister emphasised that economic progress here has to be 
rooted in agriculture, tourism and industry, all of which can increase earn- 

ings and create employment opportunities. 


He lamented the fact that the level of local savings for channelling into in- 
vestment was so low. 


At 2.2 per cent of Gross Domestic Product, savings in St Vincent were the low- 
est in the English-speaking Caribbean, Tannis declared. 


It was not so much a case of wealth not being generated within the country. 
What was happening was that the wealth was being exported. 


However, it was difficult for the government to block such flight of capital. 


cso: 3025/198 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST VINCENT 


EDITORIAL QUESTIONS EFFECTIVENESS OF RULING PARTY 
Kingston THE VINCENTIAN in English 3 Jul 81 p 4 
[Editorial: "To Bottle Up Resentment Is To Court Disaster") 


[Text] The St Vincent and the Grenadines Government's decision to remove the 
democratic right to peaceful protest, just when a safety valve of that nature 
seemed an obvious asset, appears to indicate a grave lack of sensitivity in the 
Labour Party hierarchy. 


Cost of living is mounting astronomically. Merely to meet the cost of utilities-- 
like electricity, water, telephones, fuel and transport--presents an enormous 
problem to the average person. Getting food for the family is a nightmare for 
many. The honest "provider" is aghast on contemplating his/her responsibilities 
in relation to earnings. A sickening feeling of incompetence, futility and 
frustration is taking over the sense of productive initiative that people once 
possessed. If citizens can show their resentment by demonstrating peacefully, 
but as openly and vociferously as they like, against whosoever they feel they 
have the right to blame, there will surely be more time for the powers that-be 
to work out a plan to ease the situation, than if there is no outlet and resent- 
ment (and resistance) turn underground. 


Removal of the human right to speak freely would appear to us to be tantamount 
to the removal of a period of respite that could be used to divert catastrophe. 
For there can be no doubt that cost of living, combined with low earnings, is 
setting Vincentians on a course towards what can only be described as economic 
disaster, with criminal attitudes looming larger and larger every day, as people 
who cannot find legal solutions seek any solution. When there is nothing for 
one side to lose--then is the danger of confrontation greatest! 


When Vincentians hear in the news of the income tax and unemployment concessions 
being made to Barbadians! When they think of the ever-increasing pensions being 
paid to the aged; the health services being offered; the jobs being found; the 
improvements in educational opportunities; the development that is taking place-- 
all on an island that is no bigger and far less fertile than St. Vincent--we 
can't help wondering, why the big difference in the progress of these two tiny 
places in the Caribbean? After all Barbados is not like Trinidad with its petro 
dollars, or Guyana with its extensive areas, precious minerals and hydro poten- 
tial, or even Jamaica with bauxite and a range of climatic conditions large 
enough to produce variety for tourism and agricultural development. What has 
Barbados got that St Vincent and The Grenadines lacks? 
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Our Marxist friends can't claim credit for their ideology, for neither Tom 
Adams nor Errol Barrow is Marxist. 


There is something wrong with our plans, or lack of plans, for development. 
However, expression of the will to criticise deficiencies in the government 
won't make things right. Any team of sensitive people should understand this 
without prompting. To attempt to make people bottle up their rising resent- 
ments is to court trouble that might end in bloodshed. 


CSO: 3025/198 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST VINCENT 


RUSSELL RESIGNATION UNDERLINES GOVERNMENT FAILINGS 


Kingston THE VINCENTIAN in English 3 Jul 8&1 p 4 


[Article by E. M. Richards] 


[Text] 


Si. Vincent, as we know, has a thirteen-seat legislature 


and the Government in power controls eleven seats. 
Because of its strength the St. Vincent Goyernment Ca 
even change the Constitution without calling a gp ony 


more “guts 
The Hon. Randolph Russell in a Jetter dated 20th May hes 
resigned his position as Minister of the Cato Government. It 


a most damaging blow to the Government as it shows their : 


total incompetence in planning the country’s future. The 


Government, he says, 


the ionosphere of public admiration. 
never had much respect for him now 


the well being of his homeland. 


If we were to examine the few objects done by this 
Government, we will nothing but failure and loss of 
revenue to this ¢ a 


Our Government bought from Trinidad a Sugar Factory 
one hundred and twenty six years-old, for. over a million 
dollars. This same old junk has so far cost us near 
$30,000,000.00 before going into full production. The fuel cost 


CSO: 3025/198 


w salute him for the © 
courage, morality and integrity displayed in his concern for 


per hour to run this factory is forty five gallons which totais ~ 
about $130,000.00 per month or nearly a million dollars per 


| Crop. Fuel alone! 


'  §t. Vincent with all its poverty has donated to Barbados a. 


new a which was intended to move cargo in and out 


of the state. This is another area where money is being ~ 


. pushed downto drain while poor taxpayers groan under the 


“youe. : | ? 

| The Decca Tracker Ship, now called the Hairoun Star, is 
yet another million dollar burden to the state. A list of 
failures showing malspending by this Government will fill a 
complete page of any newspaper. , 

. The first reading of two recent bills, the Public Safety and 
Public Order Bill and the Essential Services Bill has shown 
that they are dictatorial legislation with vengeance in mind. 
It is fortunate however, that citizens are not bound to obey 
any -law which is in conflict with the Constitution. Such 
_ legislation may reach the law books but of no avail. 

' Russell's resignation therefore has triggered off a 
_ national alertness and Vincentians may be pressured into 
' taking to the streets so that we may have an inquiry into 
certain departments of Government charged with 





will put country before self and support Russell, and as a 
rendh, Russell will then command the support of the 
majority in opposition and should therefore be made leader 
_ of the ion in which case new senators will have to be 
appointed. But the Cato Government is a 
_one and in order to spite Russell, as was done to Son Mit-. 
chell, they will linger the appointment of a new leader of the 
opposition until the court gives its ruling. 

Mr. Russell, we salute you and while the mood of the 


country is right for an alternative Government, we expect 
you to.continue playing a hero's role in the shaping of your 
» country’s future. os , | . ia 








COUNTRY SECTION ST VINCENT 


BRIEFS 


ATTACK ON GRENADA--Kingstown--The VINCENTIAN, an independent newspaper, has 
joined the latest series of verbal attacks on Grenada'’s ieftwing government. 
The paper accused Grenada People's Revolutionary Government (PRG), which seized 
power in a 1979 revolution, of trampling press freedom. It also said the PRG 
had broken the promises it had made to Grenadians. The VINCENTIAN described 
the restrictions as "particularly obnoxious." It stated: "While Prime Minis- 
ter (Maurice) Bishop makes unproved allegations against Grenadians and the 
United States Central Intelligence Agency, we have proof that he has violated 
his promises and the people of Grenada have not found him a democratic leader." 
It said Bishop had traded the opportunity of becoming a Simon Bolivar (the 
Latin American liberator) for becoming a despot. "No amount of rationalisa- 
tion can turn bad into good, wrong into right, or tyranny into democracy," it 
said. (CANA) [Text] [Bridgetown THE NATION in English 29 Jul 81 p 16] 


TANNIS ON BUDGET--Kingstown, ‘it Vincent, Tuesday (CANA)--St Vincent's Deputy 
Prime Minister Hudson Tannis has dismissed charges from government's critics 
that the country is in a chaotic economic state. Mr Tannis was at the time 
debating the EC$127.88 million budget for the 1981-82 fiscal year. Mr Tannis, 
who is also the Foreign Affairs Minister told Parliament during the 1981-82 
budget debate that there was much strength in the economy despite two recent 
natural disasters (hurricanes David and Allen which disrupted the main banana 
crop and flattened buildings across the island). The Deputy Prime Minister 
said that construction works involving the Campden Park industrial site, the 
Diamond Dairy Company and the Mount Bentick sugar factory are among the host 
of areas that reflect government's concern about the expansion and development 
of the economy. [Text] [Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 29 Jul 81 p 11) 


WILLIAMS ON PAY SCALE--Kingston, St Vincent, Monday (CANA)--St Vincent's Labour 
Minister, Arthur Williams says people here are properly paid. Mr Williams' 
comment comes in the light of growing dissatisfaction here over government 's 
recently announced increase in salaries and the imposition of a range of new 
tax measures. Since the July 21 1981-83 budget presentation, the Government 
of Prime Minister Milton Cato has come under strong fire from Opposition poli- 
tical parties, trade unions and civic organisations, which charge that the pay 
hike (57 per cent over three years) was not sufficient to cope with the ever- 
increasing cost of living. The Labour Minister Williams said that when one 
looks at the regional and international scene, the people of St Vincent, "got 
more from us than what others received." The Government Minister indicated 
that a lot of income tax relief was given. "Whatever little tax was put on,” 
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Williams added, “the people have an option to know how they can spent their 
money." "This is what is important," he stressed. "T don't think we can do 
more," the Labour Minister said. [Text] [Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 
4 Aug 81 p 3] 


UNION DEMANDS--Kingston, St Vincent, Monday, (CANA)--The Workers and Peasants 
Union in St Vincent has reiterated its call for recognition on behalf of some 
250 striking employees on the largest state-owned agricultural estate, Richmond 
Vale. The union since 23 February this year, ordered the workers on strike to 
press demands for trade union recognition, and payment of 1980 Christmas bonus, 
among other things. But the historic strike has to date proved futile, with 
management saying that bonus cannot be granted on the grounds that no profit 
was made last year. [Text] [Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 4 Aug 81 p 3] 


CSO: 3025/204 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


CHAMBERS RECALLS EEC ENVOY O'NEIL LEWIS FOR DISCUSSIONS 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 29 Jul 81 pl 


[Text] Prime Minister Mr George Chambers, it was learned yesterday, has summoned 
Mr J. O'Neil Lewis, Trinidad and Tobago's Ambassador to the EEC in Brussels, 

back home for general discussions. [It is understood that Mr Chambers is anxious 
to put into effect his policy decision for decentralisation of the Public Service 
and the feeling is that his discussions with Mr Lewis is likely to concentrate on 
plans for achieving this. 


Shortly after his appointment as Prime Minister, Mr Chambers indicated his con- 
cern about the state of the bureaucracy, by holding candid discussions with 
permanent secretaries. 


It is understood that in their report following this meeting, the permanent 
secretaries made several recommendations for streamlining the administration. 


Able Man 


Their report may provide some background for Mr Chambers’ forthcoming talks with 
Mr Lewis, who is considered to be one of the most knowledgeable administrators 
in the Government service. 


Mr Lewis is also the man who, immediately after the independence, was appointed 
chairman of a working party to review the role and structure of the public serv- 
ice in the era of independence. 


In his report, Mr Lewis advocated a policy of decentralisation of the Public 
Service. 


An economist, Mr Lewis obtained his doctorate in business finance at the Univer- 
sity of Amsterdam in June, last year. He was also a member of the eight-man 
commission probing the operations of Texaco Trinidad Inc. 


A former journalist, Mr Lewis served as a judge of the Industrial Court before 
his appointment to the diplomatic service. 


Mr Lewis is expected to arrive in Trinidad by the end of the week. 
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ONR LEADER HUDSON-PHILLIPS PAINTS GRIM NATIONAL PICTURE 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 31 Jul 81 p 1 


[Text] Bridgetown, Weds., (CANA): Karl Hudson-Phillips, Political Leader of 
Organisation for National Reconstruction (ONR), said here today one of the first 
problems his party would have to tackle, should it form Trinidad and Tobago's 
next Government, was the "overall sense of frustration and psychological defeat" 
now existing among his countrymen. 


Speaking at a Press conference at the posh Barbados Hilton, Mr Hudson-Phillips 
painted a very gloomy picture of current conditions in the oil-rich twin island 
republic under the ruling People's National Movement (PNM) of Prime Minister 
George Chambers. 


Other areas of priority for his one year-old party, the Trinidad politician 
pointed out, included what he called the chronic unemployment situation, which 
he said "defies the classical definition," the serious crisis in housing and 
land reform, and taking steps to control the price of oil, the country's main 
revenue earner. 


Mr Hudson-Phillips, an attorney-at-law, is on a brief visit to Barbados, mainly 
to witness performances given by Trinidad and Tobago at the Caribbean Festival 
of Creative Arts (Carifesta), now underway here. 


The ONR leader a former Attorney-General in the PNM administration of the late 
Prime Minister, Dr Eric Williams, hailed as a "personal vindication" today's 
decision by the Trinidad and Tobago Court of Appeal to declare unconstitutional, 
null and void, the controversial "Crossing the Floor" Bill. 


It was mainly a difference of opinion over the Bill that led Mr Hudson-Phillips 
to break away from the PNM. 


Mr Hudson-Phillips told newsmen that he was confident that his party would win 
the next generai election, despite the fact that opinion polls put the ruling 
PNM in the lead. 


He pointed out that it was discovered that overall there was between 28 and 29 
per cent of the electorate who fully supported the PNM, while 44 per cent of 
voters were not disclosing their voting intentions. He added that the total 
votes cast for the PNM in 1961 was higher than in the last general election 
in 1976. 
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Not Specific 


Mr Hudson-Phillips said in 1976, only 56 per cent of the electorate went to 
the polls. The PNM would win the coming elections only if there was a poor 
turnout, which he did not anticipate. 


"So that hard core 28, 29 per cent was a winner (in 1976) and will be a winner 
as long as you have a low poll," the ONR leader declared. 


The ONR leader declined to give specific details about his party's foreign 
policy. This, he said, would be spelled out in the ONR manifesto. 


Mr Hudson-Phillips stressed, however, the ONR had a "road commitment" to the 
Caribbean as a whole, both politically and culturally. 


He said his Government would take steps to clear the misunderstandings existing 
between Venezuela and the twin island republic, especially in the area of fish- 
ing rights. 


He was very concerned about the fact that Trinidadian fishermen were continually 
being arrested and "incarcerated" in Venezuelan jails for illegally fishing in 
Venezuelan waters in the Gulf of Paria that separates the two countries. 


He said there had been no contact for 12 years at the level of Head of State 
between the two xeighbouring countries. 


"No Trinidad Prime Minister has spoken to a Venezuelan President for the past 
12 years," the ONR leader declared, "the only contact at that level was the 
visit by the President of Trinidad and Tobago, last year, to Caracas, to see 
the Caribbean Classic--a horse race in which a Trinidad horse, "Beheaded, was, 
indeed, decapitated." 
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BRIEFS 


SUGAR WORKERS WARNING--All Trinidad Sugar and General Workers Trade Union has 
indicated its fullest cooperation to see that the 1982 sugar crop starts in 
January. But the union has made it clear that the current wage negotiations 
with the company must be completed first. "If there is no agreement, then 
there will be no start to the 1982 crop,” warned Mr Basdeo Panday, president 
general. The company is at the moment studying wage proposals forwarded by 

the union and according to Mr Panday, he learnt on Monday that the matter was 
being given active consideration. The union is also calling on Government and 
the company to separate the demand for improved pensions from that of the wage 
negotiations. The pension issue is a complex one which must be dealt with 
separately, Mr Panday noted. He believed that settlement in the wage talks 
could be arrived at before the start of the 1982 crop, once the Government 
decided to treat the sugar workers as human beings and offer them proper wages 
and working conditions. Caroni announced on Monday that it intends to start 
operations early in January in an attempt to build up stocks in advance before 
stocks were exhausted. The company is holding 15,000 tons of washed grey sugar 
and this is expected to last until February, next year. [Text] [Port-of-Spain 
TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 29 Jul 81 p 6] 
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